_ deavouring to offer some objections to the re- 
commendations of the Committee on the Report 
of the Board. Only $119,000 had been raised 


etive chiefs. 


~ PERMS—TWO DOLLARS AND FIFTY CENTS PER YEAR IN ADVANCE. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 1860. 


RIA! 


VOL. XXX. NO, 22—WHOLE NO. 1528, - 


THREE DOLLARS WHEN NOT PAID IN ADVANCE. 


Reported Expresely for the Presbyterian. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


OF THB PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
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{In our last we stated that a part of our des- 
— for Monday afternoon, 2(st of May, had 
n unaccountably delayed. It contained the 
conclusion of& Dr. Adger’s speech in reference to 
the Board of Domestic Missions. We now sub. 
join it, and a part of the proceedings of Tues- 
day, 22d, also omitted, which was in the same 


ka 
Monday Aflernoon, Muy 2\st. 
DOMESTIC MISSIONS. | 


The unfinished business of the morning was 


resumed. 


‘Rev. Dr. Aucer having the floor, continued 


his remarks. At the adjournment he was en- 


for Domestic Missions d:.ring the past year, 


with a membership of 300,000; and we were 
congratulating ourselves on having made such 
Mr. Moderator, . more 


great progress. Why, 
money is spent by the children of the Presby- 


terian Church in a year for candy! More 
money was spent by the ministers and elders 
of our Church for tobacco! I was asked this 
morning what we, who were opposed to the 
Buard, were doing, and what we would pro- 
pose instead of the Board? I answer, 1. Re- 
duce the Board to an effective size—say seven, 
or eleven, or thirteen, or fifleen, 80 that every 
meeting may be attended by every member, 
‘and this Committee really do the work them- 
selves, Thus you get rid of the difficulties 
mentioned this morning. Let it be understood 
that seven men in Philadelphia are to attend 


directly to the work. 2. Confine the work of 


the Board or Committee of the Assembly to 
the planting of missionaries in our outposts, 
and to receive, superintend, and equatize the 
distribution of the funds; and free them from 
all missionary work within the bounds of the 
Presbyteries. Then we will join with you in 
the use of means which are in accordance with 


the word of God. 3. Throw the work of Do- 
mestic Miesions upon the Presbyteries them- 


selves, so far as they can do it. If they can 
overtake their own work, or do more, then you 
are prepared to dispose of their surplus. It is 


impvssible that the Board can go into all the 


Presbyteries, and do their work with life and 
ener Enjoin upon the Presbyteries and 


churches the duty of giving; no more call it 
a plan, a scheme, but a duty—the grace of 


giving. The nearer you bring the work to the 
people, the sooner they will respond. ‘The 
great Board at Philadelphia is too far off to 
meet the sympathi-s of the people. 

As it regards what we have done, or are 


doing, we are charged with being delin- 
[Here he read from the report of the 


uent. 

oard to show that the non contributing 
churches were censured without 
between those who give nothing at all, throug 
any instrumentality, and those who, though 
they did not give through the Buard, were 
operating through other channels | 

He would tell what two Presbyteries had 
done. Harmony Presbytery conduct Domestic 
Missions within its own bounds, and have 
given the past year $2500, and have not a 

article of recognition in the report of the 

oard. The Presbytery of Charleston was 


'[{ these sacred books by the people; they univer- 


sally respect sacred writings, and lay them up 
in their temples. The Bible is, therefure, safe 
among them. Some friends in New York 
have given $25,000 for the purpose of purchas- 
ing presses for printing the Bible. We need 
one hundred thousand New Testaments re- 
quiring three years and a half to produce 
then; and fifty thousand Bibles, which it will 
require four years to print. ‘The difficulties 
between the Chinese and English:have inter- 
rupted the facilities for missioniry labour. 
Ile here referred to a most interesting work of 
grace, as the result of the labours of our mis- 
sionaries at Ningpo. For a full account of 
this work, be would réfer the brethren to that 
part of the Aonual Report. 

3. Cali fornia—This mission is connected with 
the China mission. There is but one missionary 
of the Board in Cilifornia, Mr. Loomis, who 
-has been lately sent out. He finds as much 
as he can do, and with many discouragements, 
is well received by the Chinese in that State. 
The Board is very much indebted to Drs. Scott 
and Anderson for tne aid and countenance 
which they have given ‘to the mission; but 
especially to a ruling elder of the Calvary 
church, San Francisco, now present in the 
Assembly; and he had great pleasure in hav- 
ing this opportunity to present to Mr. Ro- 
berts the warmest thanks of the Board. 

4. Japan gives every indication of being a 
difficult and discouraging field, requiring much 
faith and patience from the Church and mis- 
sionaries. He then referred to the Embassy 
from Japan now in this country, and the invin- 
cible prejudices of the people against stran- 
gers, which this Embassy might have a ten- 
dency to remove. 

5. Siam—The Annual Report states this 
field to be—1. Wide open fur missionary en- 
terprise; but hard and difficult, and requiring 
great labour, great patience, and great faith. 
2. As the seat and the head-quarters—the 
stronghold of Budhism. But he referred the 
Assembly to Mr. Mattoon, a missionary re- 
turned to this country, and present in the As- 
sembly, who would address them upon the 
subject. 

After speaking in detail of all the mission- 
ary stations, he concluded with a statement 
oe brief illustration of some general princi- 

es. 

1. There is but one agency in the Church 
for Foreign Missions, but many blessed agen- 
cies at home. The Board of Fureign Missions 
ought, therefore, to receive a greater support. 
Not that he wanted to take any thing from 
the other Boards, but for the salvation of 
those at home there are many agencies at 
work— Domestic Missions, Educational Socie- 
ties, the Board of Publication, Church Exten- 
sion, Theological Seminaries, Male and Fe- 
male Schools, Bible and Tract Societies, Sun- 


by the Church to send the gospel to the hea- 
then. We are giving twenty-five dollars at 
home for every dollar we give for the foreign 
cause. This calculation is made on the ground 
that the population is the same, whereas the 
population of the foreign field vastly exceeds 
the home population. 

2. The cause of Foreign Missions cannot 
stand still. If you do not go forward, you 
must go backward. It is such a work as must 


| 


auxiliary to the Board until three years ago. © 


And what was the result of that connection? 
They gave $300 or $400 a year to Missions. 


The first year after withdrawing from the | 
Board they gave $1200, and now $1500. If : 


they had continued in connection they would 
now be giving only three hundred dollars! 
There is a home feeling, a special interest in 
what belongs to ourselves, of which selfish feel- 
ing he would not say he approved, but we 
must take human nature as it is. ; 
What he ise w about to say he begs the 
Assembly not 
vidious. 


the Buard we have increased seventeen Synods, 


through the instrumentality of the Board. It 
seems that all of us are ignored, especially we 
who are outside; all ministers, Presbyteries, 
«ger are ignored. The Board has done it 
all. Can we adopt such a report? 

In conclusion, for the sake of our country 
and the Church, let me entreat you tv come 
upon a platform in which we can co operate 
with you. Have confidences in your own 
Heaven-approved system, and instead of 
$83,000, you will in a short time have one 
million. | 

Our venerable father, Dr. Spring, says that 


it is inexpedient to make any change in the | 
system of Boards, in the distracted state of 


the country. Iere he would give his hand to 


the father, in efforts to preserve the union of 


the Church and the union of the States. But 
we know no secular matters here, but are met 
to attend to ecclesiastical matters. 


‘attribute to any thing in- 
The Board claims credit to which it : 
is not entitled. Since the re-organization of 


&c.; and this is claimed as mainly effected ' 


: | siunaries promises accordingly. 
Besides, | a 


we do not think the Buard any bond of union. | 


The gg a where he lives do not know the 
Board; but they do know the General Assem- 
bly, and we consider that the great bond of 
union. 

Tuesday Morning, May 22d. 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The order of the day for ten o’clock—being 
the report of the Cummittee to which was re- 
ferred the Report of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions—was taken up. 

Rev. Dr. Eocar, Chairman of the Committee, 
presented and read the Report; after which he 
said he had intended to make a few remarks, 
but there being several missionaries present, 
who were more familiar than himself with the 
work of the Board, and the respected Secre- 
tary, who desired to mike some statements, he 
would not occupy the time of the Assembly. 

Iion. Water Lowarig, one of the Seocreta- 
ries, then made some remarks in favour of the 
reception of the Report. He first gave the 
statistics for the year—which we published in 
the account of the anniversary in New York, 
in our paper of May 12. Mr. Lowrie then 
said: We-began the year with fear and trem- 
bling, because of the great increase of mission- 
aries—especially from Allegheny Seminary 
has the increase been remarkable. We have 
now four brethren and their wives waiting an 
opportuuity to go to Siam. He was delighted 
with the views expressed by Dr. Edgar and 
Dr. Happersett, in regard to contributions. 
Dr. Adger’s views were somewhat different 
from theirs, but right too, in the particular 
aspect of the case presented by him. The 
Church has made an advance upon former 

ears, and for this we ought to be thankful; 

ut the Church was by no means performing 
the measure of duty in regard to the cause of 
benevolence. He had a stereotype question, 
which, when in the South, he put to all the 
ladies, viz., Could you not give tw» cents per 
week to the Buard, without suffering any 
inconvenience? It was invariably answered 
in the affirmative. If all the female members 
alone would give two cents a week, it would 
give us $156,000. 

We are dving a great deal in the cause of 
benevolence in Dr. Happersett’s view; and so 
we are, if the Church is not doing so much as 
she should. The Moderator was with him on 
a Committee to select men to form a new 
Board in 1837. From that time we have gone 
on step by step, from $37,000 to $237,000. 
We are doing much comparatively. 

Take a view of the various missionary fields. 
And 1. The great field of Jndia. The country 
yet feels the effects of the mutiny. There is, 

owever, an increased attention to religivus 
subjects on the part of the natives. Instances 
are not uncommon of the conversion of Brah- 
mins and Mohammedans. And there are in- 
stances of the conversion of distinguished na- 
As to the. losses of our Board in 
India, it will take time to make them up. It 
will be a gradual work; labour is high, and 
material scarce. The British Government will 
do something toward repairing our loss, but 
nothing of consequence. Eighteen thousand 
dollars have been given for this special pur- 


pose. 
2. China—There are eighteen provinces or 
in China. An immense population; 


- end amongst such a population we can do but 


little. Our missions occupy three provinces or 


States, namely; Canton, in Canton Province; 


Shanghai, in Keongsoo; Ningpo, on the Keong. 


‘The first mentioned has a population of nine- 


teen millions; the second thirty-seven mil- 
lions; and the third twenty-six millions; mak- 
ing an entire population of eighty-two millions 
of souls. Printing-presses are wanting for 
the purpose of printing editions of the Bible 
and Testament in the language of the natives. 
wAnd there is no danger of the destruction of 


be carried on in all its parts. The Mission 


, work is: 1, To preach; 2, Totranslate and print 


the Scriptures; 3, To raise up a native agency. 
It requires much study to translate, and if you 
do not print, this labour is lost. You have 
learned Missionaries who are engaged in trans- 
lating the Bible; and, this being done, then it 
is to be printed. But we have no money to 
print with; and when we ask it from the 
churches, they reply—‘‘ The Missionaries are 
doing very well, and we cannot give money 
fur this purpose.””?’ How comes it that this 
large Church does so little? One-half of the 
churches do nothing. He was aware that 
many of these were struggling for their own 
existence. But cannot they do something to 
connect themselves with this great cause? Is 
there no way to reach these brethren? Tens 
of thousands of heathen are perishing every 
year. In view of the passing away and per- 
ishing,of the nations of heathendom, Mr. L. 
stated the fact, that the Chinese have a re- 
markable respect for their parents. A cons 
verted Chinese, when told of the perishing 
state of the heathen without the gospel, im- 
mediately inquired of the Missionary, with 
great distress—‘‘What has become of our 
parents?” 

3. The Missionary work is a work of faith. 
This proposition the speaker illustrated by 


. stating that our foreign Missionaries were ob- 


tained from all parts of the Church, and must 
have confidence in one another—the Church 
have confidence in the Missionaries, and the 
Missionaries confidence in the Church. The 
Missionaries send a calculation to the Board 
of what their probable wants will be fur the 
year; and then the Board makes a calculation 
of the amount which the Church will proba- 
bly put at their disposal, and send the Mis- 
It is faith all 
round. We have sent them word this year 
that we will expend $240,000. We must have 
it, and doit. in this connection he made an 


| affecting allusion to our martyred Missiona- 


ries, first in the China seas, which terrible ca- 
lamity had inflicted a wound which had not 
yet ceased to bleed; and then in India, a 
providence which required great faith in God. 
A mother of one of the martyred Missiona- 
ries said, ‘‘I have another son to send to In- 
dia;” anda brother then pursuing his study in 
one of our Theological Seminaries, said, ‘I 
am ready to go and take the place of the mur- 
dered.” Reference was made to the native 
Christians in India, who chose death rather 
than deny the Lord Jesus. We were afraid 
of the native ministers, but they proved faith- 
ful. The Missivnary brethren have since that 
time gone on with more faith, 

Question, by Rev. Dr. there 
been any instance of any native denying his 
faith ?” 

Mr. Lowrie answered :—“ There was one 
instance; but the Christian native afterwards 
explained, that it was not the fear of death, 
but the threatening him with unspeakable 
barbarities, and cruelties to his wife and 


family.’’ 
Tuesday Afternoon, May 22. 


Rev. Dr. Kress obtained the floor, and ex- 
pressed a wish that Dr. Magill should also 
define his position, as his name had been in- 
vulved in this debate, and offered to give way 
for that purpose. Dr. Magill declining to 
speak, Dr. Krebs proceeded. 

He said he had been so often in possession 
of the floor, and so often had yielded it, that 
the fact might have awakened expectations 
that he intended to deliver a great speech— 
but he did not know that he had any speech 
to make. The subject had been pretty well 
exhausted. 
when he first obtained the floor, he could have 
presented the subject as it lay in his own 
mind then, but was not so certain that he could 
now do it to his own satisfaction. While this 
discussion had taken a wide range, and some 
topics not entirely belonging to the subject 
had been introduced, and while brethren may 
desire to reach a vote, yet there seemed to be 
a necessity that the question should be dis- 
cussed and settled, and he thought that now 
was the time; and he rejoiced in the belief 
that it would do great good. He had listened 
with great delight to Dr. Thornwell’s beautiful, 
eluquent, pathetic, and argumentative speech, 
characterized by that evident sincerity that 
proved the depth of his own convictions, and 
by a kindness which adorned its other attri- 
butes. Nay more, he had endorsed all its 
great principles, and all they involve, even to 
his preference for directly ecclesiastical agen- 
cies. He had also listened with delight, as he 
always did, to the very able argument of the 
Professor from Princeton (Dr. Hodge ;) and he 
had specially alluded to the speech of Dr. 
Thornwell, because he felt constrained, in 
some measure, to oppose its conclusions. He 
thought the beautiful theory was not logically 
applicable in the way Dr. Thornwell applied 
it. It is the glory of this Church that she 
receives nothing for which she has not, di- 
rectly or impliedly, the ‘‘thus saith the Lord.” 
But if this is applied so as to insist upon an 
explicit precept for every circumstantial, and 
every detail in the operations of the Church, 
= must beg leave to dissent. It could not be 

one. 

He accepted the entire doctrines of Church 
polity as they had been held and taught in our 
Church from Calderwood down to Miller, and 
Thornwell, and Hodge. He recapitulated the 
details of Church order as previously laid 
down, and affirmed every part of it, but denied 
the application which br Thorowell had 
made of the theory. For whilst he himself 
would prefer a system of Church operation 


day-school Union—but only one agency used 


If he had spoken on Saturday, | 


| that was part of the Church’s living organism, 
instinct with vitality, and, like a hand or foot, 
obedient to every mandate of the will of the 
head, and not like a cork-leg buckled on; yet 
he was not convinced that the agency that is 
to be substituted for our Boards would possess 
any more of that vitality, and ready and efli- 
cient vbedience, than what we now possess. 
There is such a thing as a just and necessary 
inference from Scripture premises; but infer- 
ences are not always such, and we cannot 
bind the conscience with a mere inference. 
If my inference may not bind another’s con- 
science, it may at least assert my Christian 
liberty. Ie quoted Paul’s statement in Rom. 
xiv., and 1 Cor. x. 28, asserting the doctrine of 
Christian liberty, and insisted that it forbade 
all encroachments upon the consciences of 
others by claims that were derived inferentially 
from Scripture, and not from explicit precept. 
Dr. Krebs then proceeded to notice Dr. Thorn- 


Congress to delegate their legislative authority. 
Although they could not delegate legislative 
authority, they could authorize the appoint- 
ment of a Department of the Interior, or the 
appointment of foreign ministers, or even a 
plenipotentiary ambassador. Nobody will 
deny this. Neither do we demit our office or 
authority when we pn a Board or Com- 
mittee to carry out the orders of the General 
Assembly, or to execute certain ministerial 
functions during the eleven months of interval 
between the dissolution of one Assembly and 
the meeting of another. 

In fact, the doctrine that we do thus relin- 


bly, when a Board or Committee is appointed, 
is given up—both by Dr. Thornwell and Dr. 
Smith—as Dr. Hodge has so clearly demon- 
strated, by his demolishing of the alleged dif- 
ference between a Board and a Committee. 
The moment you allow a Committee, however 
small, however direct and immediate in rela- 
tion and responsibility—the moment these 
respected brethren allow a Committee, that 
moment they demolish their whole argument, 
in so far as the great Church principles are 
applied, even by themselves, to the case in 
hand, or to the question whether we should 
have a Committee rather than a Board. Now 
they not only allow, but contend for a Com- 
mittee as more simple, in opposition to a Board; 
and in this they really abandon the applica- 
tion of their sae of Church action. Ile 
liked simplicity himself; and if the brethren 
insisted on the utmost measure of simplicity, 
the best way would be to appoint a single man, 
or at most two, to manage each of these great 
interests of the Church, Walter Lowrie as the 
Board of Furejgn Missions, Drs. Musgrave and 
Happersett as the Board of Domestic Mis- 
sions, &c. This would be simpler than even a 
small Committee. 

The brethren are contending for a distinc- 
tion without a difference. Their argument 
proves too much; and the broad and high plat- 
form which they have constructed, and on 
which I stand as well as they, is so broad and 
high, that when they try to erect upon it the 
kind of agency which they prefer, the distinc- 
tion they draw dwindles—it is so small that it 
requires a microscope to see it. 

ut with their principles, hey have no right 
to put anything upon that platform; and we 
need that very platform on which to erect the 
grand system of Church Committees or Boards 
(call them what you will) which, by the good 
hand of our God upon us, we have been ena- 
bled to construct, and now point to with joy 
and pride, as its towers and pinnacles rise up 
amid the glorious palaces, and walls, and 
bulwarks of our Heaven-built and Ileaven- 
defended Zion. 

Dr. Krebs drew a distinction between the 
dissolving of a Board and the dissolving of a 
Synod or Presbytery; showing that the Assem- 
bly had more complete power over the destiny 
of the one than of the other. When an infe- 
rior court is dissolved, its component parts 
still live, and are attached to other bodies, and 
reappear for activity. But if the Assembly 
dissolve a Board or Committee, it is annihi- 
lated; its disjecta membra are scattered to the 
winds—or to draw a figure from the waters, 
are left nantes in gurgite vasto—its power is 
gone. The Assembly:has complete control 
over a Board; it is its creature. 

Iie opposed the idea that a Board was a 
Commission; and after reading at length from 
Baird’s Digest the definition of a Commission, 
(leaving to the house to judge of the author- 
ity,) he contended that none of the functions 
of a Commission belong to a Board. Ie in- 
sisted that a Commission was in fact a con- 
tinuation of the Assembly—identical with the 
body itself, and possessed of all its powers, of 
adjudication and administration; whereas a 
Board was a mere committee, to which was 
referred a particular subject, with limited 
powers to act in regard to that subject only, 
and to report to the appointing body. 

Iie contended that our present system was 


Presbyterian system, in which the brethren so 
justly gloried, and he along with them, as 
would be any thing in the shape of a Commis- 
sion or a Committee. And this he said asa 
Presbyterian; for although he had not derived 
his Presbyterian lineage from North Britain 
or North Ireland, but traced it directly to the 
banks of the Khine and to the Palatinate, 
where his Presbyterian ancestors had drawn 
it direct from Geneva, which the glorious 
Calvin had made the centre of the Presbyte- 
rian world, yet he claimed to be no less a 
Presbyterian by lineage and by conviction. 

He paid a glowing tribute to Calvin and 
Geneva, traced in a rapid sketch the ascent of 
Presbyterianism from Geneva to the apostolic 
age, and claimed for himself the credit of loy- 
alty to the grand old principles of Pres'ytery 
and their normal application in the activities 
of the Church. ; 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, 
Dr. Krebs gave way, und the Assembly ad- 
journed. 

Closed with prayer. 


SIXTH DAY. 


Wednesday Morning, May 22. 

After the usual devotional! exercises, the 
Assembly proceeded to business. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read and 

The Permanent Clerk (Dr. McGill) an- 
nounced the names of two additional Commis- 
sioners. 

Rev. Dr. W. M. Scorr (of Chicago) report- 
ed back agxin the Report of the Committee on 
the Board of Domestic Missions, which had 
been recommitted; with the statement that the 
Committee had made two verbal alterations, 
which he read to the Assembly. 

Rav. Dr. Brown moved the acceptance of 
the Report, which was carried. Also, moved 
that the Report be docketed. The motion 
being seconded, he gave as his reason for 
wishing the Report docketed, that there was 
another Report to be made connected with 
this subject, and affecting this Report. 

Rev. Dr. Tuornwett.—He did not see any 
objection to adopting this Report now, omit- 
ting the resolution with regard to nominations 
to fill vacancies in the Board. The Report of 
the Committee of Fifteen would affect this Re- 
port in no other particular. 

The motion to docket the Report was lost. 

It was then moved to adopt the Report 
without the nominations. This motion was 
carried, and the part containing the nomina- 
tions was docketed. 7 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


The hour (10 o’clock) having arrived for 
taking up the order of the day, viz. the Report 
of the Committee on the Board of Educa- 
tion, Dr. Boardman, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, presented a Report, which was read 
by the Rev. Mr. Vermilye, the Clerk. 


Abstract of the Report of the Board of Education, 
presented to the General Assembly, May, 1860. 
The number of new Candidates received during 

the year 181; making in all from the beginning 

(in 1819) 2952; the whole number on the Roll 

during the past year 492; increase during the 

previous year (1859). 141; excess in favour of the 
present year (1860) 40; excess of the aggregate of 

this year over that of last year 101. 

It should, however, be stated in this connection 
that the 
days; an 
new students has been increased by ten or twelve. 

State of the Treasury.—Total receipts of the year 
from all sources $71,132.39; total receipts of the 
Candidates’ Fund $64,637.19; increase of this fund 
over last year $12,559.27; balance in this fund 
$12,105.38; total receipts from all sources in School 
and College Fund $7937.84; balance in this Fund 
$239.62. 

The Committee presented the following reso- 
lutions for adoption. | 

1st. Resolved, That the Report be published and 
circulated under the direction of the Board. 


meg year overruns the last by ten 


2d. Resolved, That the Assembly records with 


well’s argument, drawn from the inability of 


quish by delegation, the power of the Assem-- 


as legitimate and normal an outworking of the | 


fervent gratitude to the Great Head of the Church 
the signal prosperity of this important agency as 
seen, especially in the unexampled increase of 
candidates during the past year. The number of 
new candidates being 181, with a total of 493. 

3d. Resolved, That the Assembly rejoices to hear 
of the success which is attending so many of the 
schcols, academies, and colleges under the care of 
our Church; and whilst acknowledging the value 
of well conducted public schools, especially those 
in which the  gace gar and precepts of the Bible 
are inculeated, and bidding God speed to evan- 
gelical Christian educators of whatever name, we 
cherish with a peculiar interest the efforts made 
within our own bounds to establish and sustain 
seminaries of learning, whether under the direc- 
tion of the Church or under a general Presbyterian 
influence. 

4th. Resolved, That the Assembly observes with 
much satisfaction that the Board is giving in- 
creased attention to the interests of education in 
California, and again commends that distant field 
to its special consideration. ' 

5th. Resolved, That the Assembly renewedly 
expresses its sense of the vital importance of 
maintaining a high standard of ministerial educa- 
tion, and refers all concerned to the lucid and able 
argument on this topic contained in the report 
now under consideration. 

6th. Resolved, That this Assembly renews the 
resolution of the Assembly last year, and “earnest- 
ly urges all our Presbyteries and Committees, ad 
interim, to guard with a becoming caution and a 
firm vigilance the door to the holy office of the min- 
istry, so as not to admit to the sacred calling men 
wanting in mental and moral qualification for its 
high functions;” and, furthermore, as a means of 
excluding. improper persons, that the Assembly 
enjoins upon every Presbytery which has not 
done so to appoint a Committee, whose duty it 
shall be to make careful —? as to the conduct 
and progress in study of all the candidates under 
its care, and to make report to their Presbytery at 
every stated meeting, or oftener, if Presbyterial 
action is needed. 

7th. Resolved, That notwithstanding the increase 
of candidates, the Assembly is constrained to be- 
lieve that with proper fidelity on the part of pa- 
rents, teachers, and pastors, a much larger propor- 
tion of the young men of piety and talent in the 
Church would, by God’s blessing, find their way 
into the ministry, and under this conviction they 
renew the recommendation of former years, that 
the last Thursday of February next be observed 
throughout our communion as a day of special 
prayer for the youth of our land; especially for 
prayer to the Lord of the harvest that he would 
send forth labourers into his harvest. 

The Rev. Dr. Boarpman then stated that 
there was another part of the Report, hav- 
ing relation to the Secretary, Rev. Dr. Van 
Rensselaer, which the Committee wished to 
withhold till after the consideration and dis- 
posal of this part of the Report. It was not 
his intention to make any remarks now in 
reference to the subject; but begged leave to 
introduce the Rev. Mr. Watts of Philadelphia, 
who, since the sickness of the Secretary had 
been performing the duties connected with 
the office, with entire satisfaction to all asso- 
ciated with him. 3 

Rev. Mr. Watrs—Mr. Moderator, brethren, 
and fathers, it is with feelings of deep sorrow 
for the occasion of my appearance on this plat- 


form that I attempt to address this venerable 


Assembly. That occasion is to be found in 
that sick chamber away down on the banks 
of the Delaware. Notwithstanding the pros- 
perity to which your Committee have kindly 
referred in their review of the Annual Report 
of the Board of Education, there has been a 
cloud gathering, and spreading portentously, 
which has cast a deep gloom over the entire 
horizon of our operations. From out its bosom 
there has come forth a hand of sovereign 
power, and in that hand there has appeared a 
rod of discipline, wherewith God has been 
chastening and trying, not only the Board, 
but the entire Church here represented. We 
are all afflicted in the affliction of our chief 
Secretary. 


It will be remembered by the members of 


this Assembly, that in the concluding sentences 
of his speech on the Annual Report of the 
Board of Education for last year, Dr. Van 
Rensselaer urged the brethren and fathers 
whom he addressed to carry forward the old 
blue banner of the covenant, and set it on the 
high places of the field, and in the thickest of 
the fight. A year has passed away, and lo! 
the voico that then roused to action the Pres- 
byterian host, is hushed upon the scene of 
conflict, and the hand of him who stood in the 
van of our noblest standard-bearers is relax- 
ing its grasp under the arrest of the mightier 
hand of death. | 

Brethren, death is doing his work among us. 
What a harvest he has reaped within the last 
eleven years! In 1849 the venerable Miller 


falls, and is followed, in 1851, by his colleague, 


the founder of Princeton Seminary, the sainted 
Alexander. And during the brief period that 
has passed since the last Assembly, two 
Alexanders, worthy of their sire, and honoured 
of the Church, have gone up to join the Church 
triumphant. Nor has the destroyer ceased. 
His hand is upon us still; and the noblest re- 
presentative of our great Educational interests 
is about to be gathered home to the fathers 
who have gone before. 

This, brethren, is a stroke which our entire 
Zion feels. ‘The name of Dr. Van Rensselaer 
is interwoven with the history of ecclesiastical 
education so as to remain for ever beyond the 
possibility of a severance. And better and 
more significant still, it is ergraven on the 
heart of th» body represented by this Aysem- 
bly, and deepest of all upon the hearts of 
those who knew him best. 

But the cloud which has worn an aspect of such 
gloom to us who remain, has worn a very dif- 
ferent one to him who is the immediate subject 
of the affliction. He has found the Saviour, 
in whom he trusted, faithful to his promise.— 
Ilis testimony is that his Shepherd is with 
him. It is but eight days since I visited that 
room of affliction in Burlington. Oa inqui- 
ring after his health, his answer was, ‘‘ Cum- 
fortable in body, ready in Spirit.” 

Brethren, in view of this heavy affliction, 
let us look upward to him who liveth fur ever. 
Ile is our refuge when storms of dark distress 
invade. See what he has been doing to miti- 
- the darkness of this githering night.— 

{e has sent down through the densest of the 
gloom, a ray of light from the throne and altar 
of his intercession. It is the privilege of the 
Board to speak of the goodness of the Church’s 


Head in his remembrance of our beloved Zion. 


Whilst he has been beckoning home the fath- 
ers, he has been calling others to enter upon 
the great harvest-field. During the past year 
no fewer than 181 young men have entered 


upon the work of preparation for the holy 


ministry. These are so many tokens that he 
still remembers his Church. He still wears 
the mantle of a prophet, and bestows his as- 
cension gifts for the edification of his mystical 
body. That body he will not, he cannot for- 
get. Its name is graven—graven deeply as 
the nails and bloody spear could print it, in 
ihe own tender compassions, 

This is the great tact which the Board have 
to lay before this Assembly. It is a fact un- 
precedented in the history of our Church in 
this land, and one which, [ believe, has no 
parallel in the history of Presbyterianism in 
any land. Last year it was the privilege of 
the Board to speak of an unparalleled increase 
in this same department. They reported on 
that occasion an accession to the number of 
candidates of 141; but this year witnesses an 
increase which throws even the unwonted 
prosperity of 1859 into the shade. 

This the ascended Saviour has done during 
the past year for us. What answer have we 
given to the correlative call which He has 
given to our Zion in this unexampled increase 
of the ministry? This leads me to speak of 
the state of our Treasury. According to the 


present standard of appropriations, the supply 


of funds in the ministerial departm:nt has 


kept pace with the increase of candidates. 


We have been able to grant all the appropria- 
tions asked from this fund, and have still re- 
maining a balance of $12,000. But, brethren, 
this standard is a very low one. I believe 
that the Church is as truly bound to support 
her candidates during their curriculum of 
preparation, as she is to support those who 
occupy her pulpits in the active duties of the 
ministry. This idea is gaining currency, but 
it has not as yet rier gg pervaded the great 
body of our churches. But the Church, if 
she will prosper, must grasp it, and act upon 
it. The principle involved in it is one recog- 
nizei and acted upon by Christ himself. It 
was not when He was sendiag His disciples 


that during this period the number of, forth as fully qualified and commissioned 


Apostles that He announced the doctrine that 
‘the workman is worthy of his hire.” Nay, 
it was whilst they were yet in their sacred 
curriculum, under His own immediate tute- 
lage. He thus, in the most emphatic terms, 
laid down the principle in question, and illus- 
trated it through the entire course of His minis- 
try. Wherever He went, He took his disciples 
with him, thus nursing, upon the bosom of the 
Old Testament Church, the ministry of recon- 
ciliation, who were not to enter upon the exe- 
cution of their great commission till the olden 
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dispensation had for ever passed away. And 
shall it be said that the Old Testament saints, 
oppressed with the burthens of an oppressive 
ritual, did for the people of God, under the 
New Testament, what, without any legal yoke 
at all, they will do neither for themselves nor 
fur those who are to come afterthem? Say not 
we are doing it. The thing required is a fair 
sustentatign, and the present standard of ap- 
propriations is utterly inadequate. I could 
mention facts, sadly, painfully illustrative of 
this, but [will not grieve the heart of this As- 
sembly by,a rehearsal of them. Suffice it to 
say, that many of our young men, in prose- 
cuting their stud.es for the gospel ministry, 
are reduced to the necessity of submitting to 
sufferings and privations which the Church 
has no right to claim at the hands of those 
who serve her, and whom it is in her power 
to relieve. 

In the department of schools, academies, 
and colleges, the Board are sorry they can 
make no better report. They have been 
enabled, through the blessing of God, to do 
something, but nothing worthy of the cause, 
or of the Presbyterian name. What are seven 
thousand and some hundred dollars for the 
prosecution of this mighty work in this wide- 
spread and wide-spreading land? Why, it is 
a thing to be ashamed of, instead of a cause 
of boasting. 

I would conclude these remarks, for I do 
not wish to occupy the precious hours of these 
sessions, by asking your attention to one idea 
contained in the tractate on the ministerial 
curriculum embraced in our report. It is this: 
The species of theological training which is 
requisite for the ministry of this age. What- 
ever else a man may be ignorant of, it will not 
do for him to be ignorant of that system of 
which he is the professed expounder. The 
truths of revelation he must know, and that 
too as the elements of one great system. 
He must be able not only to point out the 
stones as they lie in the quarry of inspiration, 
but, as a master-builder, he must be able to 
raise each stone tu its own place in the great 
temple of saving truth. It is not among a 
chaos of conflicting elements, that the success. 
ful expositor, or defender of the system of 
doctrine revealed in the word of God, is to 
take his stand. He who will minister to the 
edification of the body of Christ, or put to 
confusion the enemies of his cross, must take 
up his position within the impregnable for- 
tress of the analogy of the faith. And the 
Board would avail themselves of the sanction 
of this venerable Assembly, to impress the 
more deeply upon the minds of the beloved 

outh now in training for the holy ministry 
in our Presbyterian Zion, the important truth 
that there is no fort or tower that lifts its head 
along the whole line of our array, which can 
impart such confidence to those who defend, 
or such terror to those who assail, as the old 
storm-tried, redoubtable fortress of Calvinistic 
theology. 

I cannot conclude, however, without revert- 
ing to the paramount importance of genuine 
piety. Without this, all other qualifications 
will but make their possessor a sounding brass 
ora tinkling cymbal. Thougha man could 
speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
understood all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and had all faith so that he could remove 
mountains, though he could weigh the orbs of 
heaven in the scales of science, and read the 
history of our globe on the tombstones of its 
primeval sepulchres, and yet were destitute of 
piety, he would be unfit to execute the com- 
mission of an ambassador of Christ. 

W. W. Woopenno—The Assembly have been 
spending time in reviewing varivus things. 
We have heard from the Professors in our 
Seminaries and the Secretaries of our Boards, 
but we have heard scarcely one word from the 
churches. He wished to occupy a few mo- 
ments in stating the difficulties the churches 
have in relation to these reports of the Boards. 
There must be great mistakes committed in 
getting up these reports. The report gives 
$52,009 as the amount of the receipts of the 
Board,;-while the Church actually gives $150,- 
000. How are we to explain this to the 
churches? Another mistake on the part of 
the Boards is that their ecclesiastical year 
does not begin at the same time with the eccle- 
siastical year of the churches. The year of the 
Boards begin on the 1st of March, that of the 
churches on the Ist of April. In consequence 
of this, some of the most liberal contributions 
are left out of the report. We ought to unite 
our effurts to perfect the machinery of the 
Boards. 

Rev. F. De W. Warp—Had spent most of 
his ministerial life in India. ‘There was one 
item in the report of the Board of E.lucation 
to which he wished to direct attention—that 
respecting the Academy at Geneseo; no doubt 
the Assembly had heard of this Academy. 
Since the establishment of it, seven or eight 
years ago, scarcely a week passed without 
some one or more students being found under 
conviction of sin. On a certain occasiun, he 
being pastor of the church in that place, re- 
ceived a note requesting his presence in the 
Academy. Ife found several under distress 
of mind, and it was the beginning of a revival 
which resulie! in the conversion of fifty souls. 
Since the Academy has been under the care 
of the Synod of Buffalo not less than éwo hun- 
dred and fifty had been converted to God. 
And what had been the agency employed? 
Nothing but the truth of God. Presbyterial 
and Synodical schools received great benefits 
from their relations to the Church. Of this 
there can be no doubt. But the question is 
asked, ‘‘ What benefits result to the Church 
from this connection?” ‘The benefits ure mu- 
tual; the Church experiences benefit in the 
raising up and training of young men for the 
ministry. 


LETTER TO THE REV. DR. VAN RENSSELAER. 


The following letter was then read, which 
it was proposed the Assembly should send to 
De. Van Rensselaer: 


To the Rev. Courtlandt Van Rensseler, D. D. 


BeLovep Brotaer tx Carist Jesus —The General 
Assembly has learned with deep solicitude of the 
afflictive dispensation which detains you from its 
present sessions. It has pleased Him whose “ way 
is in the sea, and His path in the great waters,” 
to visit you with a painful illness. _Wecannot per- 


‘mit you to suppose that the Church which you 


have loved and served so well is unmindful of you 
in this season of trial. And we would do injustice 
to ourseWes not to assure you of our united and 
cordial sympathy. 

We are well aware that one who feels himself 
drawing near to eternity, and around whose couch 
of suffering the light of that “better country” is 
shedding its heavenly radiance, can stand in no 
need of earthly consolations. Nor would we of- 
fend your Christian humility by enlarging upon 
the services you have rendered to the cause of 
Christ. Bat we may, nay, we must magnify the 
grace of God in you, which has wrought so effect- 
ually to the furtherance of the gospel amongst us 
through your instrumentality. We cannot accept 
your resignation of the important office you have 
just relinquished, without bearing our formal and 
grateful testimony to the manner in which its du- 
ties have been performed. With devout thankful- 
ness to God, and under Him, beloved brother, to 
you we record our sense of the eminent wisdom, 
fidelity and efficiency, and the noble, disinterested 
liberality with which you have for fourteen years 
conducted the affairs of our “ Board of Education.” 

Under your administration it has risen from a 
condition of comparative feebleness to strength 
and power. Its plans have been matured and sys- 
tematized. Its sphere has been greatly enlarged. 
It has assumed new and most beneficent functions. 
Your luminous pen has vindicated the principles 
which lie at the basis of true Christian education. 
And by your numerous publications, your ser- 
mons and addresses, your extended correspondence 
and your self-denying activity in visiting every 
part of the Church, you have, by God's blessing, 
accomplished a great work in elevating this sacred 
cause to its just position, and gathering around it 
the sympathies of our whole communion. Nor 
may we forbear to add, that in prosecuting these 
manifold officiallabours, you have greatly endeared 
yourself personally to the ministry and member- 
ship of the Church. 

Rejoicing as we do in the auspicious results of 
these unwearied exertions, we mourn this day the 
sacrifice they have cost us. While the Church is 
reaping the harvest—a harvest which we fully 
believe she will go on gathering until the Master 
comes to present her unto himself, a glorious 
Church—the workman who has done so much to 

repare the ground and sow the seed, falls ex- 
Leubul in the furrows. There, dear brother, we 
doubt not you would choose to fall—upon that 
field, to the culture of which you have dedicated 
your life. 

On behalf of the Church we represent, we once 
more thank you sincerely and gratefully for all 
your labours and sacrifices. We lift up our hearts 
‘in humble and fervent supplication to our common 
God and Father, that his presence may be with 

ou in this hour of trial. e hear with joy that 

e does not forget you; that he is giving you 
strength according to your day; and that your 

ce flows like ariver. We plead with him, that 
if it be possible, this blow may be still averted, 
and your health restored. But we desire to coin- 
mit you into his hands. That Saviour in whoin 
you trust will not forsake you. The divine Cont- 


— 
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forter will comfort you and yours. Your covenant 
God will be the God of your children. 

To him, the Triune Jehovah, we affectionately 
commend yvou—praying that his rod and his staif 
may comfort you: and whenever the summons 
shall come, an entrance may be ministered unto 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

On behalf of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Chureh, in session at Rochester, New 
York, May 23, 1860, : 

JOIN W. YEOMANS, Modcrator. 

Lorp, Stated Clerk. 

ALEXANDER T Permanent Clerk. 

A. G. Vermitre, Temporary Clerk. 


This letter was signed not only by the of: 
ficers of the Assembly, but by its members 


individually; and has since been transmitted’ 


to Dr. Van Rensselaer. 

It was moved that this part of the report be 
adopted. 

Rev. Dr. Sprine, in seconding the motion, 
paid a high tribute to the character, public 
and private, of Dr. Van Rensselaer. The 
Moderator, ' sv. Dr. Yeomans, requested the 
Assembly to vote on the adoption of the letter 
by rising. Instantly the whole body arose, 
and it was unanimously adopted. 

At the suggestion of a delegate Dr. Spring 
led the Assembly in prayer, amid the fast 
falling tears of many in the House. 

Dr. Sprine remarked that he had intended 
to make a speech on the subject of the Boards, 
which had been under discussion, but under 
the preseot state of feeling, when the subject 
just now before us had brought us so near to 
eternity, he had nothing to say, and he thought 
that if we had the right feeling we could dis- 
pose of this subject in twenty minutes. He 
therefore moved that the matter be taken up. 


CHANGE IN THE BOARDS. 


The unfinished business was then taken up, 
viz., the report on the proposition to make 
changes in the Boards of the Church. 

Dr. Kress having the floor preceeded to say 
that he had no disposition to unduly detain 
the Assembly, and would be as brief as possi- 
ble. He but dimly understood the allusion 
of Dr. Spring in relation to doing nothing un- 
dignified. He certainly did not wish to do any- 
thing that was not dignified ; and would gladly 
have avoided this discussion; but it is upon 
us, and we must meetit. Le defined the state 
of the question. We have shown that the 
Assembly does not give up the control of the 
Boards; but has over them as effectual control 
as they would have of any Committee or Com- 
mission. We have shown, or tried to show, 
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| consult on important questions, or to decide | 


that we must not and cannot use the great : 


fundamental and distinct principles of Presby- 
terianism to bind the consciences of men, or 
restrict Christian liberty; and that the other 
side do so restrict Ciristian liberty by the ap- 
plication they make of their principles. Our 
position does not oblige us to affirm or deny 
that a Board is or is not scriptural or unscrip- 
tural, as compared with such a Committee as 
our brethren advocate. What we contend for 
is that the Head of the Church has not pre- 
scribed the mode of organization and activity ; 
but has left us at liberty to do his work in the 
best way we can, under the general guidance 
of his word. Our brethren on the contrary 
argue that the forms of action are prescribed ; 
and their argument proves too much. Al- 
though our brethren try to limit the applica- 
tion of their principle, and to distinguish be- 
tween 2 Board and a Committee, their argu- 
ment, in truth, sweeps away every Buard and 
Committee, and Board of Directors of our Semi- 
naries, even the one-man power which I tried 
yesterday to describe, as a yet simpler agency 
than even a small Committee. 

We are contending that their doctrine is an 
invasiun of the liberty wherewith Christ has 
made us free—free from the traditions and 
commandments of men. We are not contend- 
ing fur Independency, nor for voluntary asso- 
ciations nor societies in the bosom of our 
Church. The argument of Dr. Smith is thir- 
ty years behind time. The Church has abol- 
ished voluntary sucioties; and we are, in all 
these things, upon the broad ground of eccle- 
siasticism. We contend that these agencies 
or Boards are determined, as to their form 
and size on grounds of Christian expediency— 
t.¢., the legitimate, scriptural consideration 
of what is most useful for our purpose, under 
our constitution as a Church; and not by 
revelation or commandment, for or against ; 
nor by inference concluding that any Board, 
or @ Board or Committee, is more or less 
scriptural; but aiming rather that our organ- 
ization may be such, as our exigencies from 
time to time may demand, as most convenient 
for carrying out the will of the Church as 
expressed by /his court; and for doing a3 our 
fuctors, ayents, almoners our acknowedged 
duty of helping the weak, and extending the 
Church of God. 

In this work of beneficence, which the Church 
is obliged to dv, her Head has left us at liberty 
—nay, has obliyed us to devise and execute— 
whether by the Assembly in session, or by 
instruments of its own appointment and con- 
trol—its servants—either Board, Cunmmittee, 
or Secretary, as Providence suggests, and as, 
in our honest judgment, seems ‘‘ wisest, virtu- 
ousest, discreetest, best.”’ 

Now comes the practical question— Which 
is best; a Buard or a Committee—a hand 
growing right out from the shoulder, or a hand 
ullached to an arm and connected with the 
body by the arm, and obeying the behests of 
the head and the heart? The question is whe- - 
ther the Buard or the Committee zs the most 
perfect, convenient, and efficient hand? My 
brethren, apart from the question of any scrip- 
tural prescription or prohibition as to the 
Jorm of the instrument, prefer the hand with- 
out the intervening arm. I say apart from 
Divine prescription, for I think that when 
they argue for a Committee as against a Board, 
and allege the “thus saith the Lord,” they 
adduce the wrong reason. I dwell upon this 
fact because of the great earnestness with 
which that doctrine has been pressed; mak- 
ing jus divinum Presbyterianism respunsible 


for what it will not bear, and pressing it into 


a service it never was intended fur. We are 
not thus shut up. 

Now let us look at the prudential considera- 
tions that ought to affect the decision of this 
question. Let us survey the proportions of 
the Board system, as our fathers and ourselves 
have been led to construct it, and which our 
brethren would demolish, Why were our 
Boards made such as sa are? 3 

Dr. Krebs said he would not attempt to an- 
swer every point involved in this question, but 
touch upon a few. ; 

As to the elements of these Boards and the 
objections made to them. lst. A puid mem- 
bership, say our brethren, is a gross violation 
of the principles of our Church. And what 
is 2 paid membership? A pious mother has 
a beloved son whom she has just consecrated 
to God in baptism, and desiring to consecrate 
him to the cause, she gives thirty or fifty dol- 
lars and has his name enrolled as an honorary 
member. It is a harmless expression of her 
love to her boy, and her love to the cause. 
Honorary members do not vote, and really can 
exert little, if any, more control than if they 
were not members. Adult ones may advise, 
and we might get good advice from them. 
None of them ever appear at the meetings of 
the Board; and if they did, they would no 
more interfere than this Assembly interferes 
with the citizens of Rochester. 

2. Another objection was that members 
were appointed all over the country. No lit- 
tle fun has been poked at us on the score of 
our being a fifth estate. But the plan lays 
hold of a principle of human nature which it 
is lawful to suborn for good. Man is a gre- 
garious animal, and is influenced by the ex- 
ample of his associates; and by appointing 
men all over the country, the Assembly awa- 
kened an interest in the Board and its cause, 
not only in the minds of those influential men 
appointed members, but in the minds of those 
whom they could influence. : ; 

8. Another objection to the present organi- 
zation, is the mode of electing members ot the 
Board. It is pronounced a farce. Anything 
may be made a farce; any little mistake may 
be turned into ridicule. But if it be so that 
men are sometimes elected that never hear of 
it; andif a mistake was once made about the 
class that was outgoing, and another class of 
members elected, is that the fault of the sys- 
tem, or is it the fault of the voters, who ought 
to inform themselves? A similar mistake 
might be made in electing a committee or 
a commission. And as to the old hunkerism 
complained of—putting the same men in again 
and ayain—is not long experience worth some- 
thing? Cvuld so vast and complicated an en- 
terprise be managed by putting new men at 
it every year? 

The large size of the Board, too, is a kind of 
break-water. Occasions may arise fur callinzZ 
together the distant members of the Board, to 
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issues that may arise between those members 
who are always in attendance, and it affords a 
convenient means of calling a larger number 
of authorized counsellors, and that from such 
distances as are favourable to impartiality of 
judgment. To prepare for war in time of 
pence is wise policy. It is well for the coun- 
try to havea Springfield and a Harper’s Ferry 
to rely upon. It would be too late to go to 
manufacturiog arms when the enemy is upon 
us. . 

Dr. Krebs then gave a history of the organi- 
zation of the Board in 1827; alluded to the 
fact that from 1739 up to 1816 a Committee of 
Missions existed. That then a Board was 
orginized, and that at its organization in 1827 
it was enlarged; so that the experience of 
the Church seemed to sanction a large Board; 


| for, after having tried a committee and a 


smaller board, the General Assembly organ- 
ized a larger. | 

_ Dr. Krebs then spoke of the efforts of the 
voluntary societies to prevent the formation of 
Boards by our Church, and to destroy those 
that existed. A deputation appeared on the 
floor of the General Assembly, from the Home 
Missionary Society, to dissuade the Assembly 
from acting through a Board of her own, and 
tu act through that Society. Their object was 
to destroy our Presbyterian Boards by non 
user. Their friends and abettors came into 
the Assembly and tried to beat down our 
Boards, or prevent them from being formed. 
The General Assembly at Pittsburgh, in 1836, 
in which the friends of voluntaryism had 
large power, did what it could tv kill our 
foreign missionary action. From the entire 
history of the rise and progress of our Boards, 
we gather that they were always considered 
to be organs through which the General As- 
sembly acted. 

There are some things alleged against 
large Boards that ought to be noticed. Some 
dv not know they are elected. Answer, that 
is the fault not of the system but of the offi- 
cers; and the fact is some do know, and do 
attend the meetings. The constitutional pro- 
vision of a quorum is made on the supposition 
that all members cannot attend, and this pro- 
vision is common to all bodies, from the Gen- 
eral Assembly down. You might as well 
ohiect to a Synod, or a General Assembly, 
because all that are members do not always 
attend. I am not contending for a large 
Board of one hundred and twenty, but for 
one that can be the hand of the General As- 
sembly. There is much routine business to 
‘be done that does not need numbers. Again, 
there may be important matters to supervise, 
over which the whole Board ought to keep 
their eyes. Ile told the story of the Deacon 
who always slept when his own pastor preach- 
ed because he knew ‘‘all was right,” but who, 
when a stranger preached, kept wide awake 
to see that no heresy was preached. So, said 
he, in routine matters the Committee need 
not be watched; but in new and difficult 
business they need counsel, and perhaps 
watching too. 

Here the hour of adjournment arrived, and 
the Assembly adjourned to three o’clock. 
Clused with prayer by Dr. White of Virgiaia. 


FIRST CHURCH, BOSTON. 


After the adjournment, according to pre- 
vious notice, a meeting of the Assembly, and 
others, was held, Dr. Yeomans in the chair, 
to hear some statements about the First Pres- 
byterian church in Boston. 

Rev. A. G. Vermitye stated that, for the 

accommodation of the congregation of Presby- 
terians in Boston, a church had been bought 
from the Unitarians, which cost $70,000, for 
$35,000; that $20,000 had been paid, and 
that $15,000 must be raised by the lst of 
July, or the property would be lost, as the 
society which sold it were regretting that they 
sold it so cheaply. He explained the enter- 
prise as very encouraging. 
- Rev. Dr. Tuornweui being called upon, 
commended in a few impressive words this 
important interest. He spoke of the great 
importance of sustaining Presbyterianism in 
Boston, and said that he would not make a 
long speech about it, but say, like uncle Toby 
to the widow, “I cannot pay many com- 
pliments, but I love you.” He meant to give 
to the object, for he loved it, and he hoped 
others would too. 

Several gentlemen here gave in their names 
for $100 each, during which time Dr. Plumer 
was called for, who, standing.far back in the 
aisle of the church, said:—‘ You are doing 
better than hearing speeches—you are getting 
the money, and that is what.we want. 
would rather have the money without the 
speeches, than the speeches without the 
money.” 

Dr. Sprine addel a few words commenda- 
tory of the enterprise, and of the great im- 
portance of letting New England know more 
about our system. 

Ina few minutes some two thousand dol- 
lars were pledged; and the meeting adjourned 


Wednesday Afternoon. 


Assembly convened and was opened with 
prayer by the Moderator. 


BILLS AND OVERTURES. 


Rev. Dr. Scott, of the Committee of Bills 
and Overtures, reported Overtures No. 7 from 
the Presbytery of Baltimore, and No. 8 from 
the Presbytery of S:. Paul, asking an addi- 
tional column in the Statistical Report for 
contributions from Sabbath-schoola, and that 
the Home and Foreign Jiecord be printed in a 
single sheet. 

The part of the report relating to an addi- 
tional column was put on the docket for future 
consideration. That in relation to the fecord, 
recommending that it be referred to a Com- 
mitte consisting of the Secretaries of all the 
Boards, was agreed to. . 

Overture Nu. 9 was reported and recom- 
mitted. 

Overture No. 10, from the Presbytery of 
Kaskaskia, asking the Assembly to take or- 
der in regard to calling ruling elders from 
neighbouring churches, to form qiorums of 
feeble sessions in case of Discipline. The 
Committee recommend that it be answered, 
that the Assembly has no authority to provide 
a remedy for the hardship complained of, and 
advise them to wait, in hope that the increase 
of ministers and ruling elders will remove the 
difficulty. 

Overture No. 11, from the Presbytery of 
Kaskaskia, asking that our Boards and Church 
Extension Committee be required to publish 
their standing rules this year, and every five 
years afterwards, in their Reports. Put on 
the docket. 

No. 13, from the church of Bedford—put 
on the docket. 

No. 14, from the Présbytory of Vincennes— 
put on the docket. | 

No. 15, from the Presbytery of St. Clairs- 
ville, in regard to the office of deacon. The 
Committee recommend that this Presbytery 
be referred to the recorded expression of the 
Assembly in Baird’s Digest. Adupted. 

No. 16, from the Presbytery of Memphis, 
asking more columns to the Statistical Report 
for ruling elders, deacuns, and baptized chil- 
dren. The Committee recommend that the 
answer be given that it is inexpedient to add 
any columns to the Statistical Report. The 
report was adupted. 


DELEGATE FROM THE REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 


Rev. Joun De Witt, Delegate from the Re- 
formed Protestant Datch Church, being intro- 
duced tu the Assembly, said: : 

Moderator, Fathers, and Brethren—I am 
happy in being permitted to tender to you the 
fraternal salutations of the Reformed Protest- 
ant Dutch Church, and to express my own and 
the gratification of the Church I represent, in 
the continuance of our happy correspondence. 
That correspondence, sir, is more than a mere 
shadow. Itis a correspondence based upon 
community of faith, community of order, com- 
munity of history and of aime; and I trust, 
sir, it shall continue, by the grace of God, 
upon the pleasant terms it has existed, until 
the end of time; and until, in the General 
Assembly above, all differences, even in name, 
shall cease. We, like yourselves, are Presby- 
terian, and that of the ancient sort—Presbyte- 
rian in faith and form. I remember, sir, that 
when once a guest of one of our venerable 


asked, in my presence, what was the differ- 
ence between the Presbyterian and the Dutch 
Church—he answered, with bis accustomed 
s.lemn deliberation, ‘‘None, except that the 
Dutch area little the more Presbyterian of the 
two!” Whilst there is still some debate among 

ou, concerning what exactly zs Presbyterian- 
ism, there is none among us; and yet | believe 
we do thoroughly agree about all the great 


principles of our common faith and order. I 


have been both delighted and instructed, by 
the very able discussions» to which I have 
listened; and in listening to these diacussions, 
and witnessing your modes of proceeding, had 
they called you President, instead of Modera- 
tor, sir, I might have imagined myself in our 
own General Synod. Our Presbyterianiam is 
perhaps not of so lofty a type as that held by 
some of you, nor so low as that held by others 
of you. We may not rise so high as to be in’ 
danger of topling over; nor so dow as to be in 
danger of being trampled under fvot. 

Your last representative to our General 
Synod gave us assurance that in aim and 
order, and in all but name, we are one with 
you. That excellent gentleman [he was under- 
stood to allude to Dr. Krebs, who sat near him 
on the platform, | seems to be your favourite de- 
legate to the Dutch Synod. Whether it is that 
you have conceived that the essential qualifi- 
cations of a delegate to the Dutch is a certain 
width of waist, and ability to bear his part in 
the use of the big pipes, that are supposed by 
some to be essential auxiliaries to Dutch deli- 
berations, I know not. If such be your con- 
ception, I assure you that it is a mistake; for 
whatever his corporeal configuratiun, and 
whether able or not to appreciate our reputed 
devotion to the whiff—we will welcome from 
you any delegate who brings as sound a head, 
and as warm a heart, as dves my friend, Dr. 
Krebs. [ Laughter. | 

I came not here, Moderator, to pretend to 
love others better than I do my own; but to 
assure you that we do love you in the bonds of 
a close brotherhood. We rejoive in all your 
strength and your activity, and in the blessing 
of God that attends your labours. We rejoice 
to see your longer and stronger arms over 
your wider field. Ours is comparatively a 
small Church, but we love it not the less on 
that account. A man may have a little family, 


a little wife, and two or three little children: ~ 


and another may have a large wife, and chil- 
dren many and big: but think you that the 
furmer would love his own little family less, 
or be willing to exchange it for the bigger 
family of his neighbour? 


It would be out of good taste for the Dutch . 


Church to glory in her size or achievements ; 
but is it not better to glory in nothing save 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ? Our true 
glory is not in numbers, nor great facilities for 


doing good, nor in wealth, nor great learning, ~ 


nor great talents. Our true glory—the glory of 
any Church—is in maintaining a living union 
with the Church’s living Head. If we have 
not the Divine life, all other endowments are 
vain. A locomotive may have every part com- 
plete, and stand furth in the polished perfec- 
tion of mechanism; but, if the elastic power 
of steam is absent, it will stand still and be 
useless; but if that be applied it will rush 
along the track. So with the Chureh; how- 
ever perfect her organism, without the living 
Spirit she will be powerless—like the body 
of Adam before the breath of life was im- 
parted—pure and perfect in its parts—peor- 
less in beauty, but dead. I believe, Sir, tho 
American churches have received more of this 
divine life; we bave entered upon a new ora 
as regards the life-power of the Church, in the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. 

I am happy to oe Ml you that our Church 
isin a prosperous condition. Our Boards of 
Missions and Education are flourishing; our 
treasury full; no applications made that are 
denied. Our Foreign Missions have been pe- 
culiarly blessed. 

Mr. De Wirt spoke of their church having 
assumed to themselves the control of their 
Foreign Missions which previously had been 
conducted through the American Board, and 
said that the change to ecclesiastical action 
had produced the happiest results, in bringing 
up the churches to this great work, and he 
trusted, too, in securing the blessing of the 
Master. The last year that they hoted with 
the American Board, the contributions of the 
Dutch Church were $12,000. The first year 
of ecclesiastical action they were $25,000, the 
next year $30,000, and we would feel sadly 
if it did not this year greatly exceed last 
year’s amount. He rejviced to know that the 
fruitfulness of no vine that the Lord’s hand 
hath planted is limited, but may increase in- 
definitely. The Church is ‘like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water, which bringeth forth 
his fruitin his season.” The labours of our 
Church in the foreign field had doubled since 
they had undertaken it themselves. We now 
have three Missionaries in Japan. 
a striking and happy omen that your Missiona- 
ries and ours jointly took possession of a hea- 
then temple; and, putting the idols into acon- 
venient corner, erected in that temple the 
worship of Christ—the family altar; and is it 
not delightful to hope that this is but an ear- 
nest of union yet future? 

It shall, said he, be one of the pleasantest 
memories of my life, that d have been permit-. 
ted to come to you as the messenger of my be- 
loved Church. Why, sir, when I heard that 
master artist (Dr. Thornwell) portraying the 
glorious system of Presbyterianism in which 
our Churches mutually rejoice, I could not but 
fancy I saw standing beture me a lofty and 
well-proportioned pyramid, its broad and stable 
base composed of the people of our Presbyte- 
rian Churches—above it, on a platform a little 


narrower, the Session or Consistory of the 


Church; and in the next tier, the Classis or 
Presbytery; above it, the particular Synod; 
and above that, the General Assembly, or 
General Synod. And as its lofty apex pierces 
the olouds—above and beyond the range of 
the eye of sense—but full in view of the eye of 
faith, I see the glorious Ilead of the Church, 
presiding over and controlling all. 

Though Presbyterians, Mr. Moderator, we 
are all Episcopalians too, in the best and 
highest sense; for we hold to Bishops, and 
especially have we returned to the great 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.” Aq His 
fect let us sit, and receive the law at His 
mouth, and by-and-by we shall be all ‘like 
Him, for we shall seo Him as Le is.” 

Sir, in and through me the Dutch Church 
lifts her hands to heaven and asks, ‘‘ The 
Lord bless you and keep you!—the Lord causo 
his face to shine upon you!—the Lord lift 
up his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace!” 

The MoperaTor rose and said in reply: —It 
is with great pleasure, sir, that I, as the organ 
of this General Assembly, recognize you as the 
representative of the Reformed Protestant 
Dutch Church—a Church glorious in her his- 
tory, devout in her piety, and steadfast in her 
loyalty to the truth and order of God’s house. 
The very term in the title of your Church that 
indicates the nationality from which it sprung, 
is the synonym of steadfastness in adherence 
to principle; and that Church, in the old 
world and in the new, has vindicated this repu- 
tation of that country from which your fathers 
came. We are thankful, sir, fur these senti- 
ments of esteem and fraternal regard. It 
is a joy to feel that, whilst others may look for 
our halting, there are those in this land who 
would rather assist than retard our efforts to 
do good. We fully reciprocate your utterances 
of regard. Bear with you to the body which 
you represent, the greetings of this General 
Assembly; assuring your Church that we will 
ever esteam it a privilege and a duty to go. 
side by side, and shoulder to shoulder with 
you in the march of, aggression upon the 
powers of darkness; and may we not hope that 
the joint taking possession of a heathen temple, 
to which you have alluded, may symbolize 
the united and harmonious operations of our 
Churches in this land in taking possession of 
the citadel of darkness, and doing a work for 
God. The best wishes and fraternal greetings 
of the Presbyterian to the Reformed Protestant 
Dutch Church of the United States. 

THE AYRES ENDOWMENT. 


The second order of the day, viz., the report 
of the Committee of Finance in regard to the 
memorial of Mrs. Richardson was taken up. 
‘he question being on the adoption of the re- 
port of the Committee, 

Rev. Dr. Scorr of Chicago said he would not 
have claimed the time of this Assembly, if he 
was not convinced that they were in danger of 
taking the vote without duly understanding the 
merits of the case befure them. Can it be 
that three hundred men can be ready to vote 


_ upon a proposition to vacate a trust and decide 


doctors—a Professor in our Seminary—he was © 


a question which has employed and perplexed 
the most astute lawyers in the land? Some 
of the ablest legal minds have been occupied 
with the questions involved in this report, and 
confess themselves at fault. You are asked to 
vacate a trust which, in the providence of God, 
has been committed to the General Assembly, 
and you ought not to do it, unless clearly con- 
vinced of the justice of so doing. The ques- 
tion on which you are asked to vote may 
eventually control the various trusts that you 
control for the great purposes of your Semi- 
naries and missions, and you ought to under- 
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position of the memorialist. 


90 


stand fully the nature and beatings of the | 


case. 

If it were a man—any other but a Christian 
lady of the highest chareeter—he would not 
listen to the proposal for moment; and the 
only embarrassment he felt was in the sex and 

The money and 

the trust are yours, not mine. And if I were 

not the sole representative here of that Insti- 

tution in which your suffrages, without any 
‘seeking of my own, have placed me as an in- 
structor, I would hold my epee I dislike to 

speak about money, especially money that may 

in the remotest way come into my own hands; 

but necessity is laid upon me.to do my duty 

to the interests with which I am connected. 
feel bound to let you know that there are two 

sides to this question. There are two sums of 


money involved in the question now to be |. 


_yeted on, and they are in danger of being 
confounded as regards the title tothem. A 
donation was originally given hy Mr. Elias 
Ayres of $15,000 to the New Albany Semi- 
nary, to be paid at his death, on certain con- 
ditions. He died, and in settling his estate 
the question of the bond for this donation was 
considered, and the bond was paid by Mrs. 
Ayres, now Mrs. Richardson, whv is executrix. 
I consider that a a waiver of the condi- 
tion upon which the money was subscribed, 
so that the money fully vested in the Semi- 
nary. His widow subsequently gave a similar 
sum to the Seminary, subject to certain con- 
ditions; but these two sums are quite and 
entirely distinct, and are not held by the same 
tenure of grant. The right of the Board of 
Trustees of New Albany Seminary to the first 
$15,000 was perfect, and Mrs. Richardson had 
no right to affix any condition to the money 
given by her deceased husband. In case of 
the Yailure of the Seminary—its extinction— 
the money was to revert to the representatives 
of the denor; but removal and extinction are 
very different things. The Synods who had 
control, and afterwards the General Assembly 
to which the Seminary was passed Over, did 
not destroy it. They proposed to remove it 
from New Albany to Chicago; and this does 
nat by any means forfeit the devise, by a fail- 
ure of the condition. The act of Mrs. Ayres 


aca as executrix, in paying over the 


evise of her husband, was a waiver of the 
condition, and of any claim that she had as 
residuary legatee. 

Dr. Scott proposed to give way to a member 
of the Committee, (Mr. Wallace) who would, 
in the shape of a minority report, adduce the 
full faets in the case. But as Mr. Wallace 
did not rise, he proceeded. The General As- 
sembly received that Seminary, with all its 
funds and all its deb/s, I am sorry to add; and 
it would be a breach of faith to leave to the 
Assembly and the Chicago Seminary the 
debts, and take away, by the proposed action, 
the funds, in view of which they assumed 
the debts. 

Mr. Srevens rose to ask for the reading of 
the memorial upon this su! ject (Mrs. Richard- 
son’s,) which was done. 

Dr. Boarpuaw said that there are very 
grave legal questions included in this subject, 
and others, which this General Assembly. is 
not in a condition to decide. And he moved 
that these papers, with the report of the 
Finance Committee, be referred to a Com- 
mittee consisting of the Committee of Finance 
and five other legal gentlemen. 

Mr. J. R. Snowpen remarked that the 
reference would gain nothing either in time, 
or in the clear understanding of the subject. 
This was not a question of a withdrawal of a 
devise, but at most a division of a trust, the 
Institution to which it had been given having 
ceased to exist. He was of opinion that the 
trust does not attach to this General Assem- 
bly, the lady, who is the real trustee, being 
yet alive; and the fifteen thousand dollars 
was not yet vested in the Assembly, and 
therefore not under their control; and all the 
lady asked was the consent of the Assembly 
to make another, and ao equally benevolent 
disposal of the fund. 

Rev. Mr. Biytuz expressed the belief that 
there was a mistake in regard to what was 
asked by Mrs. Richardson, to be done by this 
Assembly. He thought there was no legal 
question involved; that Mrs. Richards n, hav- 
ing still control of the fund as executrix, came 
here, not to ask the Assembly to relinquish a 
trust, but to consent that her title should be 
transferred to Hanover College. 

Dr. Scorr (of Chicago) said that was a new 
view of the case. This lady would surely not 
come to the General Assembly to ask them to 
assign her title, but their own. She asks the 
General Assembly to ratify her transfer of her 
right and title to the property to the Hanover 
College. [Mrs. Richardson’s request was read 
at this juncture by request.] ‘That is it—she 
says that all her right and title are transferred 
to the College, and she asks this General As- 
sembly, who have also a title, to sanction this 
transfer. 

He went into an explanation of the right 
which the General Assembly had to this 
$15,000, given by Elias Ayres. It was, 
lst. The title of the New Albany Seminary; 
2d. The Assembly’s reversionary right; 3d. A 
moral right. 

All her title, as she says, is already in the 
Trustees of the College, and now she asks you 
to recognize the transfer, and to transfer your 
title too. Thus she confesses that you have 
a title, or why come here? [le argued that, 
as the Trustees at New Albany had paid pro- 
fessors out of this fund, it was an acknow- 
ledgment that theg had a title, and whatever 


’ title they had, now vests in the General As- 


sembly for the use of the Seminary at Chicago. 

Mr. Ray asked, whether there were not 
other assets out of which the professors could 
be paid? 

Dr. Scort replied that if there were, that did 
not offset this question, for they acted on the 
assumption that their title to this fund was 
good, for-they actually used its income. 

Mr. Crark (of Dubuque) was in favour of 
the commitment; very grave questions of le- 
gal character were involved. Ile was dis- 
posed to give this good lady, Mrs. Ayres, that 
was—Mrs. Richardson, that is—her rights; 
but was unwilling to jeopard, by rash decis- 
ion, the rights of others. And it was import- 
ant to ascertain, before deciding, what was 
the true stite of the case, and this could not 
be done without investigation. The motion 
to commit prevailed. 

CHANGES IN THE BOARDS. 

The unfinished business, being the first 
resolution of the report in regard to changes 
in the Bard of Missions, was taken up. 

Dr. Kress having the floor, expressed a 
wish that Dr. Magill should make a personal 
explanation, and as the Doctor was not a 
member of the body, he moved that he be 
permitted to speak, which motion was passed 
nem con, and 

Dr. Macint said—Moderator, I am very 
thankful to you and the Assemdly for this 
courtesy, and I shall not abuse it by any 
protracted statements. It is true that Dr. 
Thorawvell was authorized to say that [ agree 
with him in his views of the Constitution of 
the Presbyterian Church. ‘he views long 


ago elaborated by his pen, and lately stated 


on this floor, are the views that I have always 
held and taught, and shall continue to teach, 
so long as I am an instructor in any of your 
Seminaries. 

But at the same time, I have no sympathy 
with the application and use which the Doctor 
makes of his theory in regard to the activities 
of the Church. And whilst I agree with Dr. 
Thornwell, I also substantially agree with Dr. 
Hodge, for I see very little real diffsrence be- 
tween them. I[ go with Dr. [lodge and with 
Dr. Thornwell. [ would go, perhips, farther 
than Dr. Hodge. and not so far as Dr. ‘Thora- 
well. I have but one remark to make in re- 
gard to any supposed diversity of opinion be- 
tween me and my colleague. I confess that I 
read with deep regret an article in the last 
number of the Princeton Review upon the sub- 
ject of the Eldership~ I cannot and do not 
approve of the sentiments of that article, and 
if Dr. Hodge does, quvad hoc, there is adiver- 
sity of opinion. But does it fullow that there 
is to be any quarrel or misunderstanding be- 
tween Dr. Hodge and myself? Far from it, 
Moderator. The utmost harmony and confi- 
dence have ever prevailed, and do now prevail. 
When [ came to Princeion, Dr. Hodge gave me 
his hand and his heart, and he has mine. [ 
believe him to be as solicitous for the success of 
my teaching as fur his own; and there never 
has ocvurred the slightest incident to mar our 
entire co-operation in the work to which we 
are appointed. 

_ One more remark. I have been long and 
intimately acquainted with Dr. Thornwell— 
our fellowship nas been close, our correspond- 
ence frequent and ocunfidential: and I have 
very recently been in receipts of letters from 
him, in which he breathed an earnest senti- 
ment of admiration for Dr. Hodge, and spoke 
in the warmest and highest terms of him and 
his learning and labours. Dr. Hodge, sir, has 
seen those letters, and fully responds to their 


affectionate and fraternal sentiments: and if 


it be supposed that, because these good and 
eminent men take somewhat different views of 
the extent to which Scripture authority carries 
their common theory of church government, 
they are not on the most pleasant terms as 
Christian ministers and brethren, those who 
suppose 80 are very greatly mistaken. 

_Dr. Kress resumed. [le saii it had been 
his singular fortune, or misfortune, that every 
time he had attempted to speak, and had got 


the floor, the hour of adjournment was s0 ) 


elosé at hand that he had only time to begin 
to speak. He made this statement to explain 
the fact that he had been so often up, and 
had not comprised what he had to say, as he 
would otherwise have done, in the space of 
some forty minutes. 

He had to make an explanation. Ile had 
made use of a figure of speech yesterday which 
he hoped would not be misused in the applica- 
tion; he had compared the Board to an arm 
and hand of the Church—but it was not Dr. 
Thornwell’s kind of hand, fastened right on 
the shoulder; but a hand attached to an arm, 
and obedient to the will. Ie designed not 
that the figure should be strictly rhetorical. 


[ | Without re-capitulation of what he had said, 
he would proceed to the remainder of bis often 
_interrupted argument. 


_ In reyard to the elements of a Board of the 
‘Church, he had only further to say, 5th. That 


thing beyond mere routine bring out 


the members of the Board; but when any spe- 
cial occaxion arises, enough are brought out 
to its meetings for all purposes of counsel and 
safety. 

6. The presence of a few members of the 
Board, and the probability of more, at its 
meetings, has a conservative effect. The Duc- 
tor illustrated this point with furce, and then 
proveeded to speak in the seventh place, of 
the uses of a Buard. 

1. The Assembly are seldom, perha 
in the be<t circumstances to elect an 
Committee, or an executive offiver. The men 
proposed for those important offives can be 
personally known to few of the members of 
the Assembly. Whoever proposed will be but 
partially known. ‘There is need, then, of can- 
vassing qualifications, obtaining information 
about the various elements of character and 
ability that are adapted te the position. Sec- 
retaries are to be selected with respect to ya- 
rious qualifications. Can such canvassing and 
inquiry be pleasantly, or wisely, or well done 
in open assembly—in the face of the public? 
Who would submit to it? What Assembly 
would be faithful and exact in doing it? And 
would it not often transform the Assembly 
into a scene of contest over rival candidates 
for these positions ? 

2. The Assembly has not dime to deliberate. 
They are always pressed with business of va- 
rious and perplexing kinds: often become 
weary—impatient—and large bodies of this 
kind, even when composed of the best of men, 
become impulsive, and do things under im- 
pulse and in haste. Here let us notice the 
objection contained in the question, Why will 
not a Committee do as well as a Board? 1. Be- 
cause if a small committee spp @ secre- 
tary, or actuary of any sort, he will be their 
tool: and in the exercise of the discretion ne- 
cessary to the efficient performance of his duty 
he must submit to them without appeal or 
stay of execution. A measure of independence 
is necessary in a secretary to a just responsi- 
bility. The will and opinioh of the secretary 
may—sometimes oughi—to differ from that of 
@ majority of the attending members of an 
Executive Committee, and the interests of the 
cause may require that his views may be car- 
ried out—but if he is the creature of the Com- 
mittee, he will be their tool, and will not 
likely exercise the requisite independence of 
judgment. But if he is the appointee of the 
Board, and not of the Committee, he can feel 
more free in using discretion, and in cases of 
importance the counsel of the Board may be 
invoked. Noman (at least no man fit for the 
place) would accept the appointment by a 
Committee. Dr. Krebs had himself been twice 
offered the secretaryship of the Board of Do- 
mestic Missions, which he declined for other 
reasons; but never would he have accepted 
such an appointment at the hands of a small 
committee. Besides, 

2. There was a wholesome check in the su- 


never, 


-pervision of the Board imposed both on the 


Committee and the Secretary. 

3. There was under our present organiza- 
tion a security against hasty changes that 
might imperil the interests of the cause. One- 
fourth of the Board going out every four years 
gave opportunity for making a reasonable ro- 
tation of members, whilst it secured so much 
permanency as to be favourable to experience 
and stability. 

4 The distant members of the Board which 
our brethren think of so little or of no use, are 
of essential advantage, both as counsellors on 
great occasions; and by the itfluence they 
exert in making known its operations, and 
leading others to co-operate. The whole land 
is thus covered with a sort of net-work by 
which the people are drawn to the perfurm- 
ance of their duty to the cause. 

I know it is asked, Cannot the Committee 
write to anybody, as well as to an official 
member of the Board? Yes, and will, if he 
is anybody. But what is everybody’s busi- 
ness is nobody’s business; and experience has 
shown that it is wise and well to make it the 
official business of somebody to stand up for 
the Board in his district. By the admirable 
arrangement we have, the whole body is per- 
vaded with nerves that sympathize with the 
centre, and co-operate with it. 

5. The brethren speak of the Church Exten- 
sion Committee as a success and an advance 
of the Church in the direction of their views. 
Now, in truth, the friends of that Committee at 
Nashville (and I was one of them, I was will- 
ing to try the experiment) felt that the As- 
sembly had made a Board—if a little one. It 
was amusing how various opinions were in 
regard to the number to be put into the Com- 
mittee. Some were for seventy-two, and so 
down to twenty-four. It is a Board to all in- 
tents and purposes. It has its members away off 
here in New York and Philadelphia, its Chair- 
man, its Executive Committee, its Secretary, 
and all the appliances of a Board. There isa 
strong tendency in the direction of a Board— 
begin where you will, and in spite of all theo- 
ries, the necessities of the enterprise in which 
we are engaged force us to use adequate and 
apposite organizations. And although we may 
hear in this pond and that one as we pass 


through the land, the thug of the plunge into 


the water, it will be a long time befure the 
voice of the turtle, in opposition to our system, 
will be heard in ali the land. 

I would call attention to the fact, that 
so far as the Presbyteries have expressed opin- 
ions, it bas generally been in favour of the 
statu quo. 

7. But it is alleged, the Board can pack 
assemblies. If they can, a committee, with 
more of that unity and energy of effurt that 
results from concentration, can do it even more 
effectively. But neither can do it. Presbyte- 
ries are not such creatures—such fools—as to 
be led to favour a faction in the election of 
their commissioners. The argument is itself 
a reflection upon that system of church gov- 
ernment which our brethren so highly extol. 

8. There are some other measures proposed 
in the report before us, in regard to which I 
would indicate an opinion once for all. (1.) A 
travelling Secretary is proposed. I would sug- 
gest that this be left to the Board of Domestic 
Mi-sions itself. No man would be fit for such 
an office who was not familiar with the interi- 
or of the offige, and the details and necessities 
of the servic». Dr. Krebs illustrated this by 
reference to the Foreign Board, &e. 

(2.) Ife ridiculed the idea of asking the 
Boards to send up their minutes and papers for 
review and control. Said he had no objection 
to it, except the difficulty of transportation. 
A small steamboat, a car of Adams’ express, 
or an ox teim, would be required to bring them; 
and if piled up on this platform, Moderator and 
Clerks would all become invisible behind the 
rampart. 
Committee appointed to examine them at work 
in the leeture-room. It is abont as much as 
they usually can do to attend to the business 
as now before them. I >w they would accom- 
plish the additional labour, he was glad it was 
not for him to say. If this thing should be 
attempted, we should have other farces than 
those of clecting members of the Board. Try 
it, brethren, and [ hope you will have, amongst 
these masses of books and papers, a good time 
generally. 

The time of adjournment cime, but a mo- 
tion prevailed to suspend the rule for adjourn- 
ment until Dr. Krebs bad finished. And be 
proceede.l, 


Mthly. To argue from the history of the 
Boards, and their rise and progress, from 1789 
to 1860, that they now were in the state to 
which the wisdom of our fathers and our own 
—the experiences of the past—the trial of 
other methods, and the success of our schemes 
had brought them. He appealed to what had 
been accomplished by the Board system ; as- 
serted that the Church never dreamed of 
being in rebellion against God, or its own 
Constitution, and urged the importance of 
abiding by the present system until we were 
sure of a better. God has given us good pros- 
perity ; shall we fling it all in the face of his 
providence? Shall we go back to discarded 
systems? Must we go back and lay new foun- 
dations? or shall we on to perfection ?— 
Shall we cripple ourselves, our Boards and our 
work, by perpetual vacillation? Shall we not 
hold to something? We know what we have, 
we know not what we shall get if we go back- 
ward. The Church will lose its confidence in 
you, sir, amid this perpetual agitation. It 
needs repose. The change proposed will not 
add funds. Whatever plan we have, we want 
more of the Spirit of God. We have the altar, 
the wood, the material for sacrifice; we want 
fire from Heaven to kindle it. O! for that 
fire! to warm our own hearts, and that of the 


Church. Then, brethren, would we see eye 


xecutive 


And then he would like to see the 


to eye, be joined hand in hand, and this glori- 
ous system, disparaged as “‘a wheel within a 
wheel,” would soon appear as “full of eyes,” 
spangled with intelligence, and moved as a 
thing of life, the Spirit of the living crea- 
ture that is in the wheels—guided and impelled 
by the power that governs and directs all provi- 
dential things and human agencies; and all 
our plans and systems, whither they shall go, 
and what they shall do! , 

After Dr. Krebs concluded his speech, the 
Assembly adjourned till to-morrow morning 
at 9 o’clock. Closed with prayer. 

The Assembly has not, this year, held any 
evening sessions as yet; but each evening 
of this week, except Saturday, has been, 
or is to be occupied with a sermon before 
the members of the Assembly and the con- 
gregations that gather for the purpose of 
bearing, in behalf of one of the Boards of 
the Church. The Rev. D. X. Junkin, D.D., 
preached on Monday evening, in the First 
Church, in behalf of the Board of Domestic 
Missions; the Rev. R. L. Stanton, D.D., on 
Tuesday, in the Third Church, in behalf of the 
Board of Foreign Missions; the Rev. B. M. 
Smith, D.D., in the First Church, on Wednes- 
day evening, in behalf of the Board of Educa- 
tion; the Rev. S. J. Wilson on Thursday, in 
hehalf of the Board of Publication; and the 
Rev. A. T. McGill, D.D,, on Friday, in behalf 
of the Committee of Church Extension. 


SEVENTH DAY. 


: Thursday Morning, May 24. 
After the usual devotional exercises, the As- 
sembly resumed business. The Minutes of 
yesterday were read, and, on a motion to 
approve, 
Ion. W. Lowrie moved a correction in the 
minute respecting the day of prayer for the 
outh in all the schools and colleges of our 
and, by adding, ‘‘and also in all heathen 
lands;” following the motion with some re- 
marks showing the impropriety of excluding 
the youth in our schools in heathen lands 
from the benefits of the prayers of the Church. 
Such could not be the intention of the As- 
sembly. 
The motion of Mr. Lowrie was carried 
unanimously, and the Minutes were approved. 
Rev. Dr. Atwater, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Memorial from the Presbytery of 
Chivago, in reference to the French Canadians 


‘in Illinois, converted from Romanism, pre- 


sented and read the report of the Committee. 
The hour appointed for the order of the day, 

(the Report of the Committee on the Board of 
ducation,) having arrived, it was moved that 


the order of the day be suspended to receive | 


Dr. Atwater’s report, and make it the order of 
the day for Monday evening next. ' 

Masor Preston wished to have the report 
recommitted; it did not meet his ideas of a 
report. He wanted the Committee to report 
something more definite in regard to raising 
funds for the relief of these suffering converts. 
No subject has more engaged his attention be- 
fore and since the meeting of the Assembly. 
The public are looking for something more 
definite than this from the Assembly. If it 
was referrei to the Presbytery of Chicago, 
within whose bounds these men were, to de- 
vise the means, and arrange other matters 
concerning them, it would be putting off the 
thing, and suffering all the inconvenience of 
not acting while the public feeling was inter- 
ested. 

The Moderator thought this discussion out 
of order at present. 

Rev. Dr. Bocock would respectfully differ in 
opinion from the Moderator, and supposed that 
it was proper to have this discussion on the 
motion to receive the report. 

Rev. Dr. Cuegseman wanted to relieve the 
Assembly from all embarrassment. He stated 
that the Committee would be willing to take 
back the report, and devise ways and means 
for the relief of this French Canadian Colony, 
if it was desired. 

This course was taken, and, on motion, 
Major Preston was added to the Committee. 

BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 


The order of the day being the Annual 
Report of the Board of Publication, was 
taken 

Rev. Dr. Kress, Chairman of the Standing 
Committee upon the subject of that Board, 
ccc ary an abstract of the Report of the 

oard of Publication as a part of the report of 
the Committee, accompanied by a series of 
resolutions: 

The progress of the Board during the past year 
has been most cheering. In every branch of its 


operations it has been largely in advance of the 


preceding year, and nearly every item of its sta- 
tistics shows larger results than in any former 
year of its existence. The temporary effect which 
the commercial embarrassments of the ceuntry 
during the years 1857-59 had upon the receipts 
and sales of the Board, ig common with nearly 
every publishing house in the country, has passed 
away, leaving its affairs in a more prosperous and 
hopeful state than ever. ‘ 

Total number of copies of books and tracts pub- 
lished during the year, 1,057,250. 

Total number of copies of books and tracts pub- 
lished by the Board since its organization, 8,790,188. 

This exhibits the largest number of new books 
and tracts ever issued in one year, as well as the 
largest aggregate of publications, by 141,000 copies. 

The total of distribution is as follows:—Sales of 
volumes at the Depository, 241,050. -Sales of vol- 
umes by colporteurs, 124,638. Given by colpor- 
teurs, 14,920. Granted by the Executive Commit- 
tee, 6101. Total of volumes distributed, 386,709, 
which is an increase of 54,712 volumes on the dis- 
tribution of the previous year. | 

The distribution of pages of tracts has been as 
follows:—Sales at the Depository, 869,405. Dis- 
tributed by colporteurs, 2,162,594. Granted by 
the Executive Committee, 413,222. Total pages o- 
tracts distributed, 8,445,221, being an increase of 
389,770 pages in the distribution over the year 
before. 

1. The Treasurer's account shows an aggregate 
of receipts of $125,394.45, an increase of $15,854.74 
over last year. The expenditures have amounted 
to $126.033.04, an increase of $18,472.02. Cash 
received from sales of books, tracts, and periodicals, 
$93,851.72, an increase of $11,620.27 over last year, 
and the largest amount the Board has ever re- 
ceived from these sources in any one year. 


The resolutions are as follow: 

Ist. Resolved. That this Assembly recognizes in 
its Board of Publication an agency of incaleulable 
importance for aiding in the spread of Divine 
truth, and rejoices to learn that it has, during the 
last year, published over one million copies, being 
the largest number, by one hurdred and forty-one 
thousand copies, ever issued in any year of the 
Board’s existence, and equal to nearly an eighth 
of the entire number issued bygthe Board during 
its whole history. | 

2d. Resolved, That the Assembly hereby express- 
es its approbation of the Board’s continuing to 
make grants of books to needy Sabbath-schools, 
ministers, and feeble churches—and to individuals 
for gratuitous distribution. And it would earnest- 
ly recommend the Special Distribution Fund of 
the Board, from which these grants are made, to 
the consideration and the contributions of the 
churches and of pious individuals; and especially 
recommend to Sabbath-schools to aid the Board 
in this work of making grants of Sabbath-school 
books and libraries to mission and other needy 
schools. 

3d. Resolved, The Assembly would renew its 
former recommendations to Sabbath schools to 
give the preference, in procuring librarics, to the 
books of our own Board. 

4th. Resolved, The Assembly expresses its grati- 
fication with the activity and energy with which 
the work of colportage has been prosecuted by the 
Board, in increasing the number of its colporteurs 
in the field during the past year more than twenty- 
five per cent., and in accomplishing by these col- 
porteurs a Jarger amount of work than in any for- 
mer year of the Board's existence, thus carrying, 
by their hooks and tracts, and by the conversa- 
tions and the prayers of these devoted and self- 
denying labourers, the words of eternal life to vast 
numbers of our fellow men in every part of this 
great eountry and the adjacent British Provinces. 

5th. Resolved, The Assembly approves of the 
employment by the Board of a supervisory class of 
colportenurs, or district superintendents, as likely 
to give still further activity and exteusion to this 
important work of colportage. 

6th. Resolved, That the Assembly approves of 
the very decided improvements recently made by 
this Board in the Sabbath School Visitor, and it 
does hereby earnestly recommend that paper to 
all our churches and Sabbath-schools. 

7th. Resolved, That whilst the Board with its 
officers has at all times cheerfully recognized the 
right of the members of the Assembly to make in- 
quiries into its operations and its managernent, 
and readily throws open its affairs to the inspec- 
tion of al! persons in the Church who have the 
right as individuals to demand it, it has in all 
times past given, and now gives, such replies as 
have been in a high degree satisfactory; and the 
Assembly rejoices in the evidence afforded of ener- 
gy, efficiency, and progress, with all reasonable 
economy, which has been manifested by the Boari, 
in every department of the great work entrusted 
to its hands. 

Rev. Dr. Scnenck, Secretary of the Board, 
then proceeded to address the louse, in expla- 
nation of the various operations of the Board. 
He said the first point he desired to call atten- 
tion to is the decided progress the Board had 
made during the past year; and then he de- 
sired to invite spevial attention to the matter 
of the Sabbath School Visitor. It is now pub- 
lished on a larger sheet, on better paper, and 
with very superior embellishments. It is our 
aim, said he, to make it not simply a source 
of entertainment to the children, but an in- 
strument in their education, of their conver- 
sion, and of instilling into their minds distinc- 
tive attachment to the principles and order of 
our own Church. It had reached, at the close 
of the last year, a circulation of 60,000; yet it 
was deemed advisable to attempt such im- 
provement as would make it compare favour- 
ably with juvenile papers issued by other pub- 
lishing houses. The plan of accomplishin 
this was by making it a monthly, at a reduc 
price, and improving the style and embellish- 
ments. 


Dr. Schenck passeé to the consideration of } 


the means of distributing this paper far and 
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is it was proposed to do by a ial fun 
contributed Ye the friends of the cause. And 
he was profoundly convinced that there was 
no channel through which the benevolent 
could do a nobler or more beneficent work 
than by aiding to send this beautiful little 
Visitor to the feeble schools and destitute fami- 
lies of the country. Ilere was a field in which 
the stronger and contributing Sabbath-schools 
could send a rich blessing to those that are 
feeble; and he hoped the attention of the 
friends of youth in our Sabbath-schools would 
be called to this mode of operation. 

IIe desired to say a word now about the re- 
ceipts of the Board. They have been, the last 
year, quite encouraging. Cash received from 
the sale of books $93,58l—an increase of 
$11,620 upon the sales of last year, and the 
largest amount the Board has ever received 
since its existence. The total receipts were 
$125,394—an increase of $15,800 over last 

ear. 

. And now he came to one point in the 
operations of the Board, where he felt an 
apology and explanation was neeessary, for 
in the General Assembly it is considered 
a fault fur a Board to come before them 


at the close of the fiscal year, with a large. 


unexpended balance in the treasury. There 
was in the treasury at the end of the fis- 
cal year, $21,498. This the Board had tried 
to avoid. They had endeavoured to expand 
their operations, had paid all their debts, and 
had disbursed, so that six weeks before the 
close of the year they had not enough in the 
treasury to pay the bills of the current month. 
Yet sv rapid had been the influx of funds, 
that in the last six weeks this balance had 
accumulated. ‘This state of things arises from 
two sources. 1. The trade operations of the 
Board are more brisk in the spring, and more 
money comes in from sale of books. 2. At the 
end of the year, ministers and congregations 
are apt to send in their contributions to the 
Board, so as to have them acknowledged with- 
in the year. For this tendency to accumulate 
a balance he knew of but one remedy, and 
that was to run in debt in the earlier part of 
the year. But we never do that. We go on 
cash principles—never borrow, never discount 
paper. 

But although this balance is large, it will 
soon be absorbed in the necessary operations 
of the Board. It will be so this year. We 
have books in press, and other operations on 
hand, that will soon demand it all. I have 
taken the more pains to explain this, that the 
Assembly may fully understand it. 

Dr. Schenck then spoke of the Sales De- 
partment of the Board. Last year they were 
eonstrained to curtail operations to a limited 
extent, owing to the hard times. The mone- 
tary crisis had produced the same effect on 
other publishing establishments. The Amer- 
ican Tract Society and the American Sunday- 
schoul Union had to contract operations. I 
have had the annual reports of these Societies 


under my eye, and they clearly exhibit this 
fact. This ought to/bementiened, because 
the contrary has seg asserted. ; 


Although there was a temporary check for 
a time, yet in the last few years the progress 
of this Board has been greater than any simi- 
lar establishment in the land. I say this after 
having carefully examined their reports, and 
received statements from their officers. I will 
not mention their names, for that might seem 
invidious. But I will state that the largest 
denominational concern in the country has pro- 
gressed in her operations at the rate of seven- 
teen and a half per cent. for the four years past, 
in comparison with the preceding four. We 
have considered it more fair to take fuur years, 
and compare with the four years preceding, 
rather than one. The progress of ours, thus 
compared, has been twenty-one and a half per 
cent. I wish to say further, in regard to one 
of the larger of the voluntary publication con- 
cerns; its operations have retrograded for two 
or three years as compared with the preceding 
two or three. In regard to the Sunday-school 
Union, the last two years show a much smaller 
advance. 

I take pleasure in presenting these things, 
not to glory in them, but to prove ourselves to be 
faithful servants. I say it on the calculations 
of some of the best accountants in Philadel- 
phia, our Board stands before you, claiming 
to have made as rapid progress as any similar 
institution in the land. iy, 

In regard to the distribution of books, sta 
ments and calculations have been made upon 
the basis of sales of books. This is calculated 
to mislead, and we have gone into more detail 
in this year’s report, so as more fully to ex- 
hibit our operations. The total of volumes 
distributed is 386,709, as follows: 

Sales of volumes at the Depository. 241,050; 
sales of volumes by colporteurs, 124,638; giv- 
en by colporteurs, 14.920; granted by the 
Executive Committee 6,101; total of volumes 
gistributed, 386,709; which is an inerease of 
54,712 volumes on the distribution of the pre- 
vious year. | 

The distribution of pages of tracts has been 
as follows:—Sales at the Depository, 869,405; 
distributed by colporteurs, 2,162.594; granted 
by the Executive Committee, 413,222; total 
pages of tracts distributed, 3,445,221; being 
an increase of 389.770 pages in the distribu- 


tion over the year before. 


In addition to the above, the Board has 
issued about an average number of 17,000 
copies monthly of the Home and Foreign 
Record, and 59,000 copies semi-monthly of 
the Subbath school Visitor, as well as a va- 
riety of other pamphlets and papers. 

The net value of these issues of the year is as 
follows: —Sales in the Depository, $42,141 49; 
sent to seminaries, authors, and editors, 
$1919.77; sales by colportage, $47,517.72; 
Home and Foreign Record, $5427.12; Sabbath- 
school Visitor, $7221.69; total, $103,327.79. 

I ask attention for a moment to the Deposi- 
tory system. ‘This has been pressed upon the 
Board with great urgency; and we have made 
trial of it in different parts of the country. 
But a wise and careful investigation, after 
trial, led to the conclusion that it was not safe 
to send out masses of our books to different 
and distant points, with the privilege of re- 
turning the unsold. Two results followed— 
1. When one place claimed the right to have 
a Depository, so would another. 


We_could 
not accommodate all without 


two millions of volames—more than all our 
capital—all over the land. 2. When sent, the 
books are exposed to the action of dust, and 
time, and insects; and thousands would be 
returned in an unsalable condition. The 
Board could not gratify all, and accordingly 
the General Assembly took action directing 
that the Board should establish depositories 
only where it could be done with entire secur- 
ity against such loss tothe Board. This is 
the wise and safe plan. I beg the Assembly 
to notice that other similar book concerns are 
adopting the same plan. The executive of- 
ficers of these societies say we are in advance 
of them in this respect. The Methodist con- 
cern is adopting the same view. 

These are the methods by whi:h we try to 
meet the wishes of brethren. It is always the 
aim of the Board to give the largest discounts 
and the longest possiblo credit to those who 
buy for distribution. 

[ pass to another department—the economy 
of the Board. It is important that the Assem- 
bly have light; and I wish to say in general, 
the Board is economical, 

Ist. In regard to the number of officers. 
This whole thing is carefully looked into, and 
the officers of the Board are so arranged that 
there is no waste of time or labour; all are 
oceupied fully. 2d. In regard to expense, it 
will bear comparison with any other publiva- 
tion concern. I say this after careful examina- 
tion. I have here a large foolseap page, 
showing the comparative expenses of other 
publication concerns, and it proves that ours 
will bear comparison with any of them—such 
as the Sunday Szhool Union, American Tract 
Society, &. I would be glad to give figures, 
but cannot go into detail; but if brethren wish 
information, I will sit down with them and 
give it. 

Besides this, the per centage of expenses 
compares most favourably with that of all 
these concerns; and ours is still growing com- 
paratively smaller. We can do fifty per cent. 
more business, without adding materially to 
the productive machinery. 

I pass to another point. Inquiries are made 
about prices of printing, binding, &. We 
have here an advantage, because we go on the 
cash system. We can go and purchase paper 
and get printing done at the cheapest rates at 
which it can be done by any printer possessing 
the appliances for doing the work in a first 
class manner. We are now paying forty per 
cent. less for printing the Sabbath School 
Visitor than is now paid by other Societies for 
juvenile papers of the same size and similar 
embellishments. 

I now turn to the prices of books. We have 
met the statement that our books are higher 
in price than those of other publication houses. 
It may be true that books that have vast edi- 
tions can be svuld a fyiction lower than some 
of ours; and sometimes the same work is 
printed on cheaper and worse paper. But as 
a general thing, ours are cheaper, other things 
being equal. A book may be made more 
costly by being better got up—paper, printing, 
binding, all better; and sometimes copyright 
enhances the price. But careless calculators 
judge without taking these things into con- 
aideration. We think ours are cheap. Let me 


illustrate: About a year ago a@ certain book | 


was published in London. The same book 
was taken op and published both by our Board 
and by the Sunday School Union; the one not 
knowing that the other was issuing it. Now 
here are the two books [holding them up.| 
This is the Sunday School Union’s edition at 
75 cents; this is ours at 50 cents. Here is 
another—the same book issued by a publishing 
house at one dollar; ours of as a style at 
65 cents. One more illustration: Here are 
two Iiymn Books, one a Methodist, the other 
ours—of nearly the same size and style—ours 
50 cente, theirs 70 cents; and here is another 
edition, ours 35 cents, theirs 50 cents. These 
are fair comparisons, and they can be run 
through the whole catalogue. Befure the Buard 
was established, our peoplé were paying 75 
cents a copy fur Hymn Buoks, now the same 
style can be had for from 25 to 50 cents— 


saving in the Hymn Books, actually in use, 


about a quarter of a million of dollars. 

Rev. Dr. Suita asked—W hat is the price of 
the Confession of Faith ? 

Rev. Dr. Scuenck answered, 37} cents, to 
ministers 30 cents—formerly 75. 

One other thing deserves some notice—a 


' fact that has attracted some attention. A 
_ certain offer was made by a publisher in the 


city of Philadelphia. His proposal was that 
we should hand over to him our house, stereo- 
type plates, stock at value, and all the appli- 
ances of the concern; and that he would pub- 
lish the books, as we are doing, under the 
direction of the Assembly, he allowing $4000 
rent for the house, give a certain bonus, and 
do certain other things. Under this offer it 
appeared that there would be $14,000 of a 
saving annually, some said $40,000; but I 
never could see how it could be. The letter 
containing this offer was referred to a Com- 
mittee. The Committee had an interview 
with this gentleman—a pious, worthy gentle- 
man. But considerations arose in the course 
of examining the premises that seemed to pre- 
clude any plan of the kind. Ist. The house 
of the Board was a gift to the Board of certain 
gentlemen in New York and Philadelphia, 
and was intended as a sort of Presbyterian 
head-quarters, and we could not see that the 
Board could lease it to a private individual. 
2d. The Board now rents out a part of the build- 
ing for about $1500, so that they would only 
make $2500 of rent. 3d. In regard to the 
stereotype plates, for use of which he offered 

10,000 per annum, he said he would add from 
50 to 100 per cent. to the price of some of the 
books. He was asked, Would you furnish stock 
for the colportage? [The stock in hands of col- 
portage worth $25,000.] He said, Not at all; 


any book that goes out of the store is charged | 


to the General Assembly’s Board. Besides 
this, we found that he would mix his stock 
with the publications of the Board, and thus 
get the sanction of the Board to all his publi- 
cations. The thing came to nothing. 

Dr. Scnenck then made a statement in re- 
gard to Colportage. He said the whole 
amount received for Colportage during the 
year has been $27,758.39, which is larger by 
$2941.39 than the amount received last year. 


The expenditures for colportage were $27,728. 


64, a sum lacking $29.75 of being equal to the 
reczipts. The balance against the Colportage 
Fund, on the Treasurer’s books, which last 
year was $3300.76, now stands at $3271.01. 


The number of churches contributing has been | 
The entire cost | 


a little larger than last year. 
of a colporteur, including all travelling ex- 
penses, freights, books and tracts given away, 
office expenses in Philadelphia, and every 
thing else connected with his work, has been 
$470 per annum, about $1.50 per day, or 20} 
cents per visit. Of this the average colpor- 
teur’s salary alone has been $255 per annum— 
814 cents per day, or 11} cents per visit. In 
all these items the Colportage labours of the 
Board will compare very favourably, as to ex- 
pense, with those of other similar establish- 
ments. 

IIe then expressed his regret that his ad- 
dress had, from the necessities of the case, 
assumed so much of the charaeter of barren 
detail; said he would rather have dwelt upon 
its spiritual aspects. He besought his brethren 
to co-operate with the Board, and use the 
press as an auxiliary in their labours. Spoke 
of the greatness of the work, and besought 
the prayers of the brethren in its behalf. 

A motion to adopt the Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Board of Publication was made; 
and upon this motion, 

Rev. Dr. Waite, of Virginia, was about to 
speak—when a member asked permission to 
propose a question to Dr. Schenck. Dr. White 
yielding, the member asked what was done 
with the profits of the Board. 

Rev. Dr. Scuenck replied, that the General 
Assembly had directed them to make six per 
cent., and add it to the capital; or rather, 
authorized them to do it. They had made a 
little less than this, and added it to the origi- 
nal fund; but when they found there was 
danger of their getting too rich, they expend- 
ed it. 

Rev. Dr. WuiTe resumed. He said, that as 
an officer of Presbytery and Synod, he had a 
sort of official connection with this Board—as 
his Presbytery and Synod had appointed him 
to aid in superintending the business of dis- 
tributing the publications in their bounds. It 
was a favourite scheme with him; aud he had 
ever found the Board ready to adopt any right 
expedient by which the work of distribution 
might be facilitated. Ie had occasion to rejoice 
in its operations; to rejoice especially in éwo 
things. lst. At the facilities offered by this 
Board for procuring excellent bouks, well got- 
ten up, and at low prices. These books are 
almost indispensable to our work as pastors— 
they are our best auxiliaries. Ile proceeded 
to speak in terms of impressive approbation of 
the value of the literature this Board was 

ouring forth upon the land. 2d. Ife rejoiced 
in the colporteur system which the Board 
encouraged. .ile was the actuary of his Pres- 
bytery, in superintending this business. It is 
of great benefit to our pious students. Ile was 
connected with their Seminary (Union;) and 
living in the town where their beloved College 
(Washington) was located, he had opportuni- 
ties of ascertaining the value and extent of the 
work performed by students in their vacations. 
There were two waiting at his house now, to 
enter upon this work as colporteurs; and it is 
to students a most valuable way of spending 
their long vacation—gives them exercise, and 
promotes their health; brings them in contact 
with all sorts of people; cultivates skill in 
conversation, and in approaching the people 
in a conciliating way; makes them better ac- 
qnainted with human nature, and thus quali- 
fies them for the duties of the ministry; while 
it is the means of great good to the people, 
and is a great aid to pastors. Ile could not 
forbear to say, that if Presbyteries would be 
more active in co-operating with this Board, 
there would be fewer complaints. In our 
region, the work of distribution is done pres- 
byterially—it is considered part of our busi- 
ness. I am held to a strict account of my 
stewardship, as Superintendent of Culportage, 
must make my reports—not verbally, but in 
writing; and the work is exactly done, and 


all our ministers and people feel a growing 


interest in it. I have rejoiced in the work; 
nor is there a voice in the Synod of Virginia 
that does not bid it God-speed, and speak in 
commendation of the great good this Board is 
duing. 

Rev. Mr. Younc made some inquiries about 
the Sabbath-school Visitor. He noticed that 
it was to be henceforth published monthly— 
could it not be published semi-monthly? The 
monthly plan dves not suit our Sabbath- 
schools. 

Dr. Scnenck replied that this whole subject 
was treated of in the Report of th» Board, pp. 
2l and 22. There can be seen the arguments, 
pro and con, which Dr. Schenck recapitulated. 

This led to some inquiries and explanations, 
in which Dr. Krebs, Mr. Young, Mr. Brad- 
ford, and Dr. Boardman shared. 

Mr. Youne moved to amend the Report so 
as to direct that the Sabbath-school Visitor 
shall be a semi-monthly. : 

An invitation from Freeman Clark, Esq., 
inviting the members of the General Assein- 
bly, their ladies and friends in attendance, 
and the families of Rochester by which they 
(the Commissioners) are entertained, to a s9- 
cial re-union at his residence, in Alexander 
street, this (Thursday) evening. This invi- 
tation was accepted, and a vote of thanks ten- 
dered for the courtesy. : 

The Committee on Devotional Exercises 
made report, which was adopted, assigning 
preachers for the several churches of this city, 
and the cities, villages, and the region rouod 
about. 


After which the Assembly adjourned till | 


three o’clock, P.M. Closed with prayer by 
Major J. T. L. Preston. 


Thursday Afternoon. 


The Special Committee on the memorial of 
Mary Anno Richardson reported that she have 
leave to withdraw the memorial. Report 
adopted. : 

The unfinished business of the morning was 
resumed. 

Several gentlemen made remarks, some ad- 
vociting a semi-monthly issue of the Sabbath- 
school Visitor, and others opposing it. 

An amendment was offered by Mr. Taytor, 
that the paper be not only furnished semi- 
monthly, but at twelve dullars a year per 
hundred. 

Dr. BoarpmaNn explained that at present 
they were sinking $1000 a an and with a 
semi-monthly issue they would sink twice that 
sum, and that would continue to be the case 


until the paper had a circulation of 100,000 


here was much running discussion, almost 
entirely from laymen, the house calling loudly 
for the question as each new speaker arose. 

Both amendments were finally lost, and the 
original report of the committee was adopted. 

The nominations to fill vacancies in the 
Boards was made the regular order uf the day 
for Munday afternoon. 

| BOARDS OF THE CHURCH. 

The unfinished business, which was the re- 
port of the Committee on the re-organization 
of the Boards, was resume, 

Rev. Dr. Henry A. Boarpman having the 
fluor, said that the time chosen fur the dis- 
cussion was most propitious, because never, 
in the history of the Church, had God so sig- 
nally blessed the operations of the Boards. 
We had reason to lament that we had given 
so little and done so little, and yet what they 
had done had been accomplished through the 
agency of this system. And yet we hear from 
a learned Professor in one of our Theological 
Seminaries, that our system is not in accord- 
ance with the word of God, and that in the 
establishment of these Boards we are invading 
the prerogatives of Jesus Christ. 

Ife referred to the division of the Church in 
1837 and 1838, and said that the New-school 
brethren had at length learned by bitter expe- 
rience the truth of the principles they dis- 
carded then, and for which we are now cun- 
tending. 

In reference to Dr. Thornwell, he stated that 
he was an eloquent speaker, who charmed by 
his tones; and he hoped it would be said of 
him, as of one of old, that his voice is as one 
who plays well upon an instrument, and the 
people love to hear his words, but they do 
them not. And so he hoped it would always 
be, as long as he teaches the doctrines he has 
advocated here. 

As he understood the brother, his doctrine 
was that the Church was absolutel¥ pro- 
hibited by the Great Head of the Church 
from creating any agency that was not abso- 
lutely necessary, and that agency, too, must 
be of the simplest furm. ; 

Dr. Thornwell had said that in creating 
Boards we were casting a reproach upon the 
Saviour. The speaker could hardly credit 
his hearing—it was an astonishing declara- 
tion. They contended for a ‘Thus saith the 
Lord” for every thing. Where do they get 
their authority for a Board in a Theological 
Seminary? And yet two of these gentlemen 
are here as representatives of Theological 
Seminaries. Low do they sleep quietly upon 
their pillows while these Buards remain? 

The speaker referred to the paraphernalia 
of the Tabernaele, and styled the speech of 
Dr. Thornwell as Levitical in the extreme. 
He did not believe that Presbyterianism in all 
its details was found in the Bible, although its 
fundamental principles were. He referred to 
Dr. Baird’s Assembly Digest in high terms, 
and stated that he had carefully examined 
that book, and from beginning to end he could 
not find a single footprint or ligament of this 
Iligh Church Presbyterianism. 

Dr. Suita obtained the floor. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, 
the [louse adjourned until to-morrow at nine 
o’clock, A. M., Closed with prayer. 


EIGHTH DAY. 
7 Friday Morning, May 25. 
The Assembly convened and spent half an 
hour in devotional servic3s, after which 
business was resumed. ‘The Minutes of yes- 
terday were read and approved. 


JUDICIAL CASES. 

Rev. Dr. Apcer, from the Judicial Commit- 
tee, reported the complaint of Rev. Joseph 
Templeton vs. the Synod of Missouri, and re- 
commended that it be dismissed on the ground 
of entire informality. Adopted. 

Also, Case No. 1, complaint of Rev. John 
Turbut against the Synod of Illinois, which 
was placed on the docket. 

Also, Case No. 2, the complaint of Messrs. 
Kuhns, Davidson, and MclIlhenny, against the 
Synod of Baltimore. Dr. Adger made certain 
explanations concerning the s/atus of the case; 
and recommended that it be taken up in order, 
and that a certain process be observed in ad- 
judicating it—for which he gave explanatory 
reasons. 

The report was adopted, and the case was 
made the third order of the day for this after- 
noon. 

Also, Judicial Case, No. 3, which he ex- 
plained, and requested that it be made the 
second order of the day for Monday. 

Dr. Kress moved that all judicial cases be 
made the order of the day for Monday after- 
noon, and for every succeeding afternoon till 
they be finished. Adopted. 

Also, the Case, No. 4, of Mr. McClung, 
against the Synod of Illinois. 

NIAGARA EXCURSION. 

Rev. Dr. Prime (by permission) gave a no- 
tice concerning the excursion to Niagara, 
viz. That the excursion tickets will be given 
to all members of the Assembly, and to all 
strangers in attendance upon its sessions, in- 
cluding ladies. He mentioned the time of 


starting and return; that the Excursion train | 


would (a very unusual thing) cross over the 


suspension bridge into Canada, and return in 


an hour; that dinner would be served at the 
Cataract house at 3 o’clock, and that at the 
table speeches would be made by members 
and others. And that the dinner (in consi- 
deration, as he supposed, of the abstemious 
habits of the guests) was to be half price, fifty 
cents, instead of one dollar, with sundry other 
items of information, given in that gentle. 
man’s facetious style, eliviting mirth. 

Rev. Mr, Braprorp presented the following 
resolution, viz. 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committce 
on Finance to prepare a minute in reference to 
the death of the Hon. Joel Jones, one of the Trus- 
tees of the General Assembly. - 

Rev. Dr. ToorNWELL moved that the order 
of the day be suspended until eleven o’clock, 
to hear the Report of the Committee on Theo- 
logical Seminaries. Agreed to; and 

Rev. Dr. Sprinc, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Theological Seminaries, presented the 
following Report, viz. 

Princeton Seminary.—There have been added to 
the Library 265 volumes. Whole number of vol- 
umes in Library, 15,112. With regard to the erec- 
tion of a new building the Committee was author- 
ized to proceed with its erection whenever the 
bequest of Mr. Brown of Baltimore is made availa- 
ble, provided .the cost of the building does not 
execed $30,000. Number of new students during 
the year, 64; whole number of students, 180. 

Many of the Senior class are devoted to the great 
work of Missions; certificates of having comple- 
ted their full course of studies have been given to 
thirty-seven students. 

The Committee suggest that the Assembly re- 
appoint some one to relieve Dr. McGill from the 
duties of the rhetorical department—the duties of 
two departments having fallen upon him in con- 
sequence of the death of Dr. Alexander; and the 
Committee further suggest the name of the Rev. 
C. Wistar Hodge, for the Chair of New Testament 
Literature, and Biblical Greek. 

They further suggest that licenses be withheld 
from students until the close of the vacation, in 
order to secure two years study, before being li- 
censed. 

Western Theological Seminary.—Number of new 
students, 48; whole number of students, 140 ; com- 
full course, 27. Five new scholarships have 

en founded. 

The Committee recommend that the professor- 
ships of Ecclesiastical History and of the compo- 
sition and Delivery of Sermons, be divided into 
two professorships—one of Biblical and Ecclesi- 
astical History, to be filled by the present incum- 
bent; the other to be filled by some one elected 
thereto by the present General Assembly. 

Union Theological Seminary, Virginia.—Whole 
number of students, 36: new students, 24; com- 
pleted full course, 5. Library increased by 100 
volumes, 

The Rev. Thomas E. Peek has been elected to 
the Professorship of Church History and govern- 
ment, and be has accepted the same. The As- 
sembly are asked to confirm his election. _ : 

The Report was accepted, and placed on the 
docket. 

Rev. Dr. Sprinc reminded the Assembly, 
that if they proceed to elect Professors in the 
Seminaries, they ought now to fix the time. 

It was made the order of the day for ten 
o’clock Tuesday morning. And the Moderator 
led the Assembly in solemn prayer for the 
divine direction in the election. 

Rev. Dr. Atwater made a report, supple- 
mentary to the one he mate yesterday, in 
relation to Rev. Mr. Chiniquy’s colonies of 
French Canadians. [le did not read the whole 
report, but presented some resolutions, (to be 
made the order of the day for Monday evening 
next,) proposing certain action, and urging 
the churches ta be liberal to the Bsard of Do- 
mestic Missions, in view of this new claim 
upon that Board. 

Rev. Mr. Coz moved to amend by inserting, 
after the words “the Board of Domestic Mis- 
sions,” the words “and Church Extension 
Committee.” 

Rev. Dr. Kreps expressed the hope that the 
motion to urge increased liberality towards 
the Church Extension Committee would pass; 
and indicated a purpose to offer further amend- 
ments. 

Rev. Dr. Cregseman expressed the hope that 
all amendments would be settled now, so that 
on Monday evening there need be no delay by 
amending the paper. 

The motion of Mr. Coe was adopted. 

Rev. Dr. Kreps moved to make the consider- 
ation of this subject the order of the day for 
Monday evening at half-past seven o’clock— 
which was done. 


Rev. Mr. suggested that this 


— report in regard to Mr. Chiniquy be pub- 
ished, 
The Moperartor suggested that this measure 
would be apropos on Monday evening, after 
the report shall have been considered. 

To this Mr. McMullin acceded. 

_On motion of Rev. Dr. Cureszeman, Mr. Chi- 
niquy was invited to address the Assembly on 
Monday evening. 


COMMITTEE OF CHURCH EXTENSION, 


_ The order of the day was now taken up— 
viz. the Report of the tanding Committee, to 
which was referred the Annual Report of the 
Committee of Church Extension. 

The Rev. Dr. S. J. Bairp, Chairman in be- 
half of the Committee, made the report as 
follows: 

“Having examined the Report of the Committee 
of Church Extension, we find great reason to ap- 
prove of the fidelity, prudence, and economy with 
which it has been managed. The amount of re- 
ceipts into the Treasury, and the number of 
churches aided by it, continue to increase; and 
although the recency of the origin of this branch 
of the Church’s enterprises induces a com para- 
tive neglect of it, among the other great schemes; 
the rapid increase, heretofore, is a pledge that it 
is gaining in the confidence of the churches, and 
will soon be appreciated as it deserves, as the right 
arm of our Domestic Missionary operations. 

The Committee recommend the following reso- 
lutions, viz: 

Resolved, 1. That the fidelity of the Church Ex- 
tension Committee, in the execution of its great 
trust, is appreciated by the General — 

Resolved, 2. That the attention of the Presbyte- 
ries and Church Sessions is especially called to 
this, as an institution charged with a trust most 
important, and which, on account of its recent 
inception, is peculiarly hable to be depreciated 
and ignored by the churches. 

Resolved, 3. That it is earnestly urged upon the 
Presbyteries to take such measures, either by an- 
nual sermons or otherwise, as may induce a just 
appreciation of the interests entrusted‘to this Com- 
mittee; and bring it fully abreast of the other 
Boards in the operations and benefactions of the 


le. 
eos 4, That the name of the Committee be 
changed, and that it hereafter be called the Boarp 
or Cuurca Erection; but it is hereby provided 
that this change of the title shall make no change 
in the internal organization of the Committee, nor 
in its relation to the General Assembly. 

The report of the Standing Committee was 
accepted, and on the motion to adopt it, 

Rev. Dr. S. J. Bairp said that in regard to 
the proposed change of name, he hoped it 
it would prevail, for the cause intrusted to 
this Committee had been prejudiced before 
the people, on account of tbe impression made 
by the term “‘Committee,” that it was of less 
importance than a ‘‘Board.” It placed the 
Committee at a disadvantage. The term 
“Church Extension” seemed too vague, and 
really ineluded the entire field of all the 
Boards, for they all aimed at the extension of 
the Church; church ‘Erection’ would be 
more specific. 

The Rev. Mr. Coz, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee of Church Extension, addressed the 
Assem »ly in a brief, but lucid and earnest 
explanation of its operations, and advocacy 
of their importance. Ile said that five years 
ago to-morrow, the General Assembly, then 
met at Nashville, established the Committee 
of Church Extension. During this period, 
although the Committee had not accomplished 
all that they desired, yet by God’s blessing 
they had done more than in any former year, 
and that in the face of very great and peculiar 
embarrassments. In the early part of the 
fiscal year, indeed for the first nine months of 
it, on account of the great pressure in the 
money market, the failure of crops in many 
parts of the country, and other causes, the 
receipts fell short of the same period of former 

ears. ut towards the close of the year, the. 

ind p. ..dence of God had interposed for their 
relief, and they had closed the year with an 
advance in receipts over the year before of 
$6197.69. He briefly recapitulated the busi- 
ness items to be found in more detail in the 
Annual Report. 

He then traced the history and hy eat 
this enterprise, as an enterprise of the Church, 
since it was first committed to the Board 
of Domestic Missions, and showed that the 
Church had decided encouragem«nt for the 
employment of a separate agency for conduct- 
ing this part of her work. Since the organi- 
zation of this Committee, less than five years, 
as appeared by the reports, there had been 
collected from churches and disbursed more 
than $90,000, whereas, during the eleven 
years preceding, there were collected from 
churches and Tistaseel for this object but 
about $20,000. Now there were 617 churches 
contributing to this object, against 168 before. 
In four years and nine months, viz., since 
July 1855, the present Committee of the As- 
sembly has received $53,402 more, and aided 
over nine-tenths more churches, than the late 
Committee of the Board of Missions did in ten 
years and nine months. And if a still more 
convincing proof of the wisdom of a separate 
organization for this vitally important work 
be needed, it is found in the fact that the 
churches have for the last five years contrib- 
uted to the Church Extension fund largely 
over four times as much they did in the pre- 
ceding ten years. 

But whilst a review of the past bids us 
thank God and take courage, he begged the 
Assembly to be impressed with the utter in- 
adequacy of benefactions to this object, and 
the utter disproportion to the ability of the 
churches. [le asked serious attention to the 
fact that more than two thousand eight hun- 


‘dred churches on the roll of the Assembly, 


gave nothing to this cause. Deducting from 
this number those who contribute in other 
ways to aid in building churches, and deduct- 
ing all that may reasonably ask to be excused, 
there must still be a vast number who ought 
to lend a helping hand. He called attention 
to the fact that last year, the duly authenti- 
cated and approved applications for aid ex- 
ceeded the receipts $16,000. The year closed 
with one hundred applications on file, de- 
manding $43,000. Six hundred and fifty- 
three of our churches are without houses of 
worship; and most of these, together with 


remain houseless, unless the churches will 
help us to aid them, and encourage them to 
build. Yetso farfrom being able to stimulate 
unsheltered congregations to “ ariseand build,” 
the Committee has been compelled, as a mat- 
ter of prudence, to reprees their zeal. Ile ex- 
pected, when he got home, to find applications 
for $60,000 in advance of their means. The 
Committee always has made in 
advance of means in hand. O! will not those 
who have sanctuaries aid in sheltering those 
who have none! 

The Committee have, with great labour, col- 
lected statistics in regard to the wants of the 
Church in this department. The last Assem- 
bly had expressed a desire that we shvuld do 
so. They have learned that of 3295 churches, 
or about eleven-twelfths of the whole number 
now in our connection, 653 are reported as 
without any houses of worship; 232 as wor- 
shipping in sanctuaries insufficient for their 
present wants; and 216 in debt for the houses 
they occupy. It is safe to say that one-half 
of the churches were built, in part, by aid 
from outside the community to which they 
belong; and fully three-fourths of those now 
shelterless must remain so, unless help from 
abroad can be obtained. 

Ile thanked God that this Committee did 
not report all that was done by the Church for 
this important interest. Lurge sums have 
gone to this object that have not passed 
through the treasury of the Committee. But, 
making the most liberal allowance for all that 
may have been done, both in this way and 
through the Committee, still how far below 
the necessities of the cause did it all fall, and 
how far behind the ability of this great body! 
A Church of 300,000 communicants should 
surely contribute more; and the statistics 
prove that a vast majority of our church mem- 
bers content themselves with doing nothing. 
Surely the Church ought to come more effec- 
tively up to the aid of this Committee. And 
as you have laid new burdens upon us by 
requesting us to aid our French brethren con- 
nected with Mr. Chiniquy in getting houses of 
worship, it is to be earnestly hoped that you 
will give us the means of bearing these bur- 
dens, or rather of removing them, in the most 
desirable way. It is a work affecting the very 
life of our churches and of ministers. It 
would seem to need no advocacy. All ought 
to feel its importance. A Presbyterian church 
is hard to kill. Yet some do die out; and of 
the church deaths—of the congregations that 
have ceased to exist—fifteen out of every 
eighteen are such as have no houses. The 
very existence of churches, in many instances, 
depended on their getting houses of worship. 

ut, sir, continued Mr. Coe, your churches 
are formed not merely to exist, but to be lights 
in the world. A church without a house of 
worship is like a light upon the low and sandy 
beach. It is in the shadow, and throws but 
a faint light over a narrow space around it. 
Give that church a house of worship, and you 
lift it up; place it upon the headland, and, like 
the well-appointed light-house, it will shed its 
warning and guiding rays far over the main. 

He felt that in pleading this cause he plead 
for the toiling and embarrassed missionaries 
of our Board. Amid their privations and 
struggles they were in constant danger of be- 
coming secularized. Their spiritual and intel- 
lectual growth is repressed ; and a large por- 
tion of their difficulties, and the difficulty of 
getting an adequate support, arose from want 
of sanctuaries. It is distressing, sir, to wit- 


ness, a8 we often do, the killing embarrass- 


about one hundred annually organized, must 


June 2, 1860. 


ments that surround our missionaries, and 
force them to secularizing influences. It is 
like a sight often seen in the Island of Cuba— 
a te growing upon the trunk of a tree, 
small at first, but increasing rapidly, and at 
last so encompassing and smothering the pa- 
rent tree that itdies. Thus the cares incident 
to the missionary whose people have no house 
in which to worship God, hecome absolutely 
smothering, and tend to kill out the vitality 
of his labours. Brethren, come to their help! 
Wherever two or three gather together in the 
name of the Lord, there Christ is in the midst 
of them. Every organized church, however 
emall, has this promise. QO! will you leave 
them—will you leave Jim, unsheltered? Or 
will you, by coming to our help, secure the 
——* was a stranger, and ye took me 
in 

Rev. Dr. Suita moved to amend the report 
by changing the word “erection” to “* build- 
ing.’ 

Agreed to. And the report was adopted. 
Dr. Bairro made nominations to fill the va- 
cancies in the * Board of Church Building.” 
On motion of Dr. Smith, the unfinished 
business was taken up, viz: 


PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE BOARDS. 


Dr. Suitn addressed the Assembly. He 
said some additional information which he 
had received might cause him to occupy a 
little more of the time of the house than he 
had promised to do; but trusted that the 
great courtesy which they had exercised would 
be cuntinued to him. He recurred to the his- 
tory of the agitation of this subject. It is not 
8 thing of recent date. There has long been 
in the Church a large body of men who had 
serious objections to the cumbrous organiza- 
tions of our Boards; and the principle he had 
supposed had been settled five years ago at 
Nashville. In taking the part he had done 
in this matter, he had no wish to introduce a 
vexed and troublesome question. Ile repre- 
sented no party in the Church. When, in the 
last General Assembly, he moved the paper 
upon the subject of the re-organization of the 
Boards, and asked its reference to this Gen- 
eral Assembly, he meant the paper fuund in 
the printed Minutes of last Assembly, pages 
528-9, he did not expect to bea member of 
the present Assembly. He was surprised 
that that paper passed. After the Buffalo 
Assembly we were told that the question of 
Boards was adjudicated and sett! But in 
1855 it was again revived and discussed; and 
again last year it was spoken of, although 
gentlemen had intimated that this question 
need not be discussed. But gentlemen are 
mistaken; it must be discussed until the right 
principles are adopted, and the proper and 
true forms agreed upon. He had taken no 
interest in having this matter brought up, he 
had left it to the Presbyteries—few have 
_noticed it. A Committee was appointed last 
year to consider what special modifications of 
the constitutions of the Boards might be 
needed, should that paper on the organizations 
of the Boards pass. Thie Committee met last 
Mopdey, a week ago. They have passed the 
following paper, viz:—‘That the paper to be 
submitted to this Assembly seems to involve 
so radical and entire a change of the present 
plan of conducting the benevolent operations 
of the Church, that no modifications of the 
existing constitutions of our Boards and 
Church Extension Committee would be of any 
avail in case of its adoption, and therefore the 
Committee do not recommend any.” 

The Committee went on to insert another 
paragraph, not having the fear of their chair- 
man before their eyes. He (Dr. Smith) told 
them not to do it—that they had no right to 


added the following:—‘“It is hoped, however, 
inasmuch as the existing system is no new ex- 
periment, but has grown up step by step to its 
present form, as the result of experience and 
the exigencies of the Church, in the hands of 
its wisest and most venerated ministers, and 
as it has been tested for more than thirty 
years, and in its actual working has been at- 
tended with as few inconveniences as could 
reasonably be expected, and with so great effi- 
ciency that it has developed a prosperity and 
usefulness unsurpassed by any other similar 
institution in the country—that therefore the 
Assembly will not censent, under present cir- 
cumstances, to adopt the pro 
tions.” 

Moderator, this refracto 
cended their powers: but 
fairly and honestly report their views. So, 
likewise, the Executive Committee of the 
Board of Publication have passed a paper op- 
posing this re-organization, thus also trans- 
cending their powers. So you see there is no 
party organized to agitate this guestiun. When 
the question came up last Fr’ ay he had con- 
sulted Dr. Thornwell, as he understood the 
proposition before us had been inserted at his 
request. But he declined speaking, and he 
(Dr. Smith) had taken the floor, merely to save 
the time of the House, which was being wasted 
in mere skirmishing. 

There is an inference to be drawn from all 
the facts in the history of this matter, and 
from the frequent discussion of it, viz.—that 
whilst there has been no collusion and no at- 
tempt at organizing a party, yet there has 


Committee trans- 


| been a voluntary and a very wide-spread ex- 


pression of opinion, favourable to a modifica- 
tion of the organization of our Boards. And 
it is a noticeable fact that resistance to a modi- 
fication begins and is led on by the men who 
hold the power and exercise control. 

Ife himself had a little taste of official life, 
in a brief service as Secretary of the Board of 
Publication; and the result of his experience 
was that the present organization is an incabus 
resting upon the energies of the Church. 

He alleged that his remarks in regard to the 
origin and animus of our present cumbrous 
forms were misapprehended. He had not said 
that the men who founded our Boards were of 
congregational or of voluntary proclivities, an- 
tecedents, or origin; but that the interspersion 
of many men through our Church, from Con- 
gregational churches, had produced a public 
sentiment that had led to the adoption of our 
present system as in some degree adapted to 
the preferences of such. But the true con- 
test between us and the New-school was as to 
the right of the Church, as such, to conduct 
the evangelizing work. Dr. Krebs conceded 
this. My position is and was that the brethren 
of voluntary preferences sought to destroy the 
Boards, not because they were opposed to 
prosecuting the work, but out of preference 
for the voluntary mode of operation. In proof 
of this, Dr. Smith referred to the Digest, which 
cited the history, page 679. 

Dr. Kress asked leave to explain. 

Dr. Suitra—Certainly; very willing to be 
interrupted. = 

Dr. Kress explained his views of that his- 
tory. The object of the Assembly in 1838 was 
to carry oat the ecclesiastical system. They 
adopted the plan of electing one-fourth of the 
Board each year for the very purpose of keep- 
ing the Board more effectually under the con- 
trol of the Assembly. The friends of the 
Church tried to carry out the ecclesiastical 
system; the voluntaries tried to hinder it; and 
the Assembly never dreamed that in consti- 
tuting the Boards as they did, they were accom- 
modating them to the proclivities of their 
fiercest opponents. 

Dr. Suitu resumed. He rejuiced to be inter- 
rnpted, as it gave him opportunity of consult- 
iug bis notes. He always heard the pastor of 
Rutgers Street Church with pleasure. If Dr. 
Krebs’ gloss of the history is correct, it onl 
proves that, if such was their wish, they re 
an awkward way to accomplish it. But we 
are told that the Boards thus constituted have 
done well. Sir, if they have, it is owing to the 
life-power of our system, and the vigour of our 
church benevolence; that in spite of the clogs 
fastened upon her, our Church has done so 
much. Ilow vastly more she probably would 
have accomplished, if permitted to go at her 
own work with simpler and more direct agen- 
cies, none can tell. 

He had been struck with the apparent re- 
luctance with which Dr. Krebs had been 
brought on to the floor to speak on the other 
side of this question, and with his readiness to 
yield the floor. The truth is, brother Krebs 
was bothered—bothered with his own personal 
history in connection with this subject. At 
Nashville the Doctor was one of us; he was 
decided four a Committee of Church Extension 
in preference to a Board; and up to a very re- 
cent period he had not got round to the other 
side. The anxiety of the friends cf the status 
quo to have Dr. Krebs speak showed that great 
reliance was placed upon him. Indeed he 
(Dr. Smith) had a great wish to have D-, 
Krebs speak. Remembering how nobly le 
battled with us at Nashville for that for which 
we still contend, we expected in him an aux:1- 
lary; but alas! 


“ Human hopes have oft deceived us.” 


“The best laid schemes of mice and men 
Gang aft awry.” 


Dr. Krebs had apostatized. We relied on his 
zeal as an accession to our side a few years 
ago, but I now find he was a double pervert, 
and, of course, had the double zeal of the rene- 
gade. They were anxious he should take the 
floor, but alas! the dight bothered him. The 
light thrown upon this subject by my learned 
and eloquent friend from South Carolina, 
bothered him! He could not make out the 
case as against thia light and against his for- 
mer convictions. And he seemed to shrink, 
for a while, from the task imposed apon h m, 


to prove that tho present plan was better tl an 


do so; but they would doit. They flagrantly 


modifica- 


told them I would © 
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the one which he, with us, proposed five ye 
ago. And when he did speak, all his tions 
only show that all the good results he ascribes 
to the big Boards were really accomplished by 
the agency of small committees, such as we 
seck. Why did not Dr. Krebs—why did not 
some of answer the very reasonable 
uestion of Mr. Janvier, and tell us what 
liar advantages are secured by the 
Boards? That question has remained un- 
ans | 
Dr. Boardman came next. He (Dr. Smith) 
had great respect for Dr. Buardman. His 
name represents his position and history in 
this regard. He is emphatically a Boardman. 
But he misstated the real issue. Ife argued 
as if the question were Boards or no Boards— 
nism or noorgan. But the question is 
one of organization. There is a difference be- 


but 


destruction. Brethren have attributed all the 
results of the Church’s effurte to the Boards. 
But we ask again—was it the Boards, or was 
it the Executive Committees of the Boards? 
Here it occurs to produce a certain paper, 
prepared in Philadelphia last Monday week, 
and circulated here. He read the paper. (It 
was the document of the Executive Committee 
of the Board of Publication, expressing oppo- 
sition to any change in the constitution of the 


Boards.) 
Dr. Smith doubted the right of the Commit- 
tee to express any such opinion about matters 
which this General Assembly only had a right 
to decide. It was an improper attempt to 
exert influence upon members. But it was not 
_ the first time such influence had been attempt- 
ed from such quarters; and sometimes even 
the action of one Assembly had been reversed 
by another under such influences. 

Dr. Boarpman interposed to say they had 
only done that to enlighten Dr. Smith, the 
Chairman of the Committee appointed by the 
last Assembly. We knew the gentleman held 
certain views on this subject, and as, by the 
constitution of that Committee, he represented 

- the Board of Publication, we wished to inform 
him of our views. 

Rev. Dr. Suita respectfully) thank- 
ed the Committee for their benevolence —would 
have acknowledged his obligations earlier had 
he understood the object of that action. It is, 
Moderator, buat another added to the many 
marks of the understanding and will of that 
Board. But still it is true that neither the 
Committee nor the Executive Committee of 
the Board of Publication were asked by this 
Assembly to give their views. Dr. Boardman 
undertook to show that the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Board was no more than other 
Committees. But there isa great difference. 
The Board appoints an Executive Committee 
to deliberate and execute; this is different 
from one with powers to deliberate and report 
to the body appointing it. For instance, the 
Executive Committee does the work of the 
Board of Publication; but the Publishing 
Committee only deliberates and reports. 
the sub-committees of the Committee of Bills 
and Overtures only deliberate and report. 
This is the difference. The Committee of 
Bills and Overtures may appoint a sub-com- 
mittee to report to them; but not to report to 
the Assembly, and thus execute as well as 
deliberate. We contend for an executive 
agency, which will do the work assigned, with- 
ont appointing others to do it. hey may 
have one hundred committees for deliberating 
and reporting—not one fur deliberating and 
executing. 

Here the hour of adjournment came, and 
Dr. Smith gave way. : 

Rev. D. M. James, from the Committee on 
Devotional Services, made an aiditional re- 
port, assigning preachers to several pulpits, 
when the Assembly adjourned. 


Friday Afternoon. 

The Assembly convened and began with 
prayer. 

Rev. Dr. Dicxson of Baltimore, presented to 
the Assembly, in the name of Joseph M. Wil- 
son, four hundred copies of the Inaugural 
Addresses of the Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary of the North-West, whereupon it 
was 


Resolved, That the thanks of the General As- 
sembly be tendered to Mr. Wilson for this mark 
of his attention. 


SYNODICAL RECORDS. 


The Committees to examine and report upon 
Synodical Records, severally reported, recom- 
mending the approval of the books as far as 
written, except a slight exception in the case 

-of that of Arkansas. Reports accepted and 
adopted. 
REVISED BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. 


It was ordered that the Sermon on Church 
Extension, to be delivered by Dr. McGill, on 
this evening be postponed to Sabbath evening; 
and that the Assembly hold an evening ses- 
sion, for the purpose of considering the Re- 
vised Book of Discipline. 


PLACE OF NEXT MEETING. 


The Assembly went into the selection of the 
place for the meeting of the next General 
Assembly; and the Seventh Presbyterian 
Church, on Penn Square, Philadelphia, was 
selected by a very large vote. 

Rev. Dr. Boarpman read the Report of the 
Committee whith has the management of the 
collection and disbursement of the fund for 
Disabled Ministers, and Families of Deceased 
Ministers, of which Committee the Rev. Joseph 
H. Jones, D.D., is chairman. The Report 
sets forth the efforts of this Committee—recites 
what they have done, and expresses deep re- 

that the sum received this last year was 
ess than that received the year before, and 
that the churches do not take a livelier inter- 
est in this lovely department of benevolence. 

In regard to the report the Hon. Wa.ter 
Lowrie offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, viz: 3 

Resolved, That this Report be printed in the 
Appendix to the Minutes; and the Assembly 
would earnestly call the attention of the Presby- 
teries to this important subject; that full provi- 
sion may be made for such of our ministers, or the 
families of our deceased ministers, as in the pro- 
EA © churches; in such manner as @ires | 
JUDICIAL COMMITTEE. 


Rev. Dr. Ancer, from the Judicial Commit- 
tee, reported Case No. 4, being the complaint 
of William McClung against the Synod of IIli- 
nois. The report embodied the statement that 
the complainant was willing to withdraw his 
complaint if the Assembly would decide ‘cer- 
tain questions in regard to the propriety of 
usitig a house of worship for ludicrous musi- 
cal performances that elicited laughter and 
cheering: and in regard to the right of a 
ruling elder to protest, in the meeting, against 
such performances in a church. 

Rev. Dr. Surra moved that the complainant 
be permitted to withdraw his complaint; and 
that the questions he proposes be referred to 
the Committee on Bills and Overtures, to pre- 
mt and report to the Assembly answers to 

em. 


CHANGES IN THE BOARDS. 


The unfinished business was taken up, and 

Rev. Dr. B. M. Suita resumed his remarks. 
Ile gave a resume of the points he had made 
in the early part of his speech. 1. That not 
all the glory of our past success was attributa- 
ble to. Boards, but to a Committee—a small 
committee. Brother Janvier’s question had 
| remained unanswered—cui bono the large 
Boards. No earthly use had been shown for 
this body interposed between the Exccutive 
Commitiee and the Assembly. 

Iie said further that the arguments used 
now in favour of these Boards was the same 
used in defence of the continuance of the 
‘Plan of Union.” ‘“ Why disturb a Plan that 
has enlarged our Church so much, by bring- 
ing Congregationalists into it? Why disturb 
the Home Missionary Society? Has not it 
done ?” We replied it nay have done 
good, but we want to act as 4 Church—we 
want to put honour upon the or anization that 
Christ has given us. We are r »w asked, why 
disturb the Boards? Have not they done well? 
We answer we want to act more directly as a 
or rather their Executive 
Committees have, done well; but we believe 
that the Committees would have done better 
under the immediate control of the Assembly, 
without this éertium quid, called a Board. And 
we further say we are not disturbing the 
Boards. We ask for no great change—chiefl 
a reduction of the number, and dispensing wit 
paid membership. He would have preferred the 
name Commitice of Assembly to Board, but 
that was matter of small importance. 

_ Astothe danger of forfeiting the civil cor- 
porate powers of the Boards, there was none— 
that was a mere bug-bear. He parried the 
argument of Dr. Boardman, in regard to the 
Boards of Directors of the Seminaries. Dr. 
Boardman had wondered how we could sleep 


directly by the Synods of Virginia and North 
Carolina. So in Princeton, so in Columbia. 


They are no more than Committees of the eo- 
clesiastical courte—the very thing for which 
we contend. We sleep soundly, sir, and have 
no bad dreams, as if the incubus of a Board 


ject to its discipline. 


under a Board of Directors? Very soundty,— Ch 
sir; because our Board of Di ected 


were pressing upon our breasts. 
In closing this di on, and 


closing in answer to. 


the gentleman’s question, what do we want? 


we 

ist We want direct review and control— 
without a Board co-ordinate with the Assem- 
bly in power over the Executive Committee— 
and, indeed, having more direct power than 
the Assembly. In 1849 the Assembly did 
require such review and control to be exercised 
over the Board of Missions, whenever the As- 
sembly met in Philadelphia. From this pro- 

al of review and control Dr. Boardman and 

r. Krebs had conjured up “gorgons, and 
hydras, and chimeras dire” in the shape of 
huge’ towers and piles of documents that 
would be large enough to hide even Dr. Krebs 
himself, It isnot because we suspect that the 
Board will do wrong, but as the price of lib- 
erty is eternal vigilance, the price of purity is 
unceasing accountability. 

2d. We want to have a Secretary elected 
every four years. Wedo not wish to be forced 
to keep an inefficient man in, if a mistake has 
been made in election. 

3. We want a reduction in the number of 
the Board. We are not particular; you may 
fix any number from nine to thirty; make a 
small quorum. He would prefer not more 
than thirteen, so that seven would be a quo- 
rum. He desired to change the function of 
the Board from that of a quasi General As- 
sembly toaCommittee. Some one had claimed 
that for the function for which it was appointed 
the Board of Education was the General As- 
sembly. He illustrated the tendency of these 
large organizations to diminish wholesome 
responsibility. Everything that is proposed 
in Assembly is turned over to a Board to do 
with it as they please, not as the Assembly 
‘pleases. He concluded by urging the import- 
ance of doing something now to quiet this sub- 
ject, upon a basis that would satisfy the minds 
of the people. 

The Rev. Mr. Biavvett got the floor, and, 
after remarking that he thought the subject 
had been sufficiently discussed, moved the pre- 
vious question. The House seconded-the mo- 
tion, and the main question was about to be 
‘put, when 

Dr. Waite asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. The question was then 
put, and resulted in yeas 234, ar N 56. Sev- 
eral were excused from voting. The proposi- 
tion voted on was | 

Resolved, That it,is inexpedient to make any 
radical changes in the Board of Domestic Missions. 

So that the thing determined upon was no 
radical change. 

Dr. Sprina moved the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the remaining portion of the report. 

Dr. Boarpman said that in this report he 
had no more interest, personally, than those 
around him; but this subject had been so much 
discussed—the Church so much agitated by it, 
that he thought it due to all—to the last As- 
sembly, and to the peace of the churches to have 
it definitively settled. He thought the indefinite 
postponement would be of mischievous tenden- 
cy. He hoped that after appointing a large 
Committee, and having a report laboriously 
and carefully prepared, they would not throw 
it out of the House. 

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported 
through the Rev. P. D. Oakey, that they had 
given leave to a number of members. Ap- 
proved. | 

The time for adjournment having come, the 
Assembly refused to suspend the rule and con- 
tinue the session longer, and the Assembly 
adjourned to half-past seven this evening. 
Closed with prayer. 

Evening Session, May 25. 

The Assembly met, and was opened with 
prayer. 

REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARDS. 

Dr. BLauve.tt moved that those who were 
absent when the vote was taken on the re- 
organization of the Boards have leave tu re- 
cord their votes. 

Dr. CazEseman opposed the motion in a few 


remarks, but it was carried, and the following 


votes of absentees were recorded, viz: 
Yeas.—Jones, Baker, Lillie, Hamill, McCall, 
Johnston—6. 
Nay.—Hendricks. 


REVISED BOOK OF DISCIPLINE. 


The order of the day was taken up, viz: 
The Report of the Committee on the Revised 
Book of Discipline. 

Dr. Scorrt (Chicago, ) moved that the Revised 
Book be sent down to the Presbyteries for 
their consideration. 

Dr. Buavuvett read from Chapter VII, Sec- 
tion III, of the Revised Book of Discipline, 
and moved that the second paragraph of the 
first article be stricken out, viz: ‘‘In all other 
cases when the action or decision of the Judi- 
catory has inflicted an injury or wrong upon 
any party or persons, he or they may appeal ; 
and when said decision or action, though not 
inflicting any personal injury or wrong, may, 
neverthelezs, inflict directly, or by its conse- 
quences, great general injury, any minority of 
the Judicatory may appeal.” 

He said that this was considered an im- 
portant matter by his Presbytery, and to op- 

e this chiefly he had been sent here. It is 
important that the Assembly distinguish be- 
tween an appeal and a complaint. An appeal 
stops all proceedings in any case till the decis- 
ion of the higher court be obtained; a com- 
plaint does not. Judicial Committees discour- 
age appeals, and throw them out if there is 
the least degree of irregularity. Appeals to 
the Assembly are especially vexatious. Large 
bodies, like the Assembly cannot give that at- 
tention to a case, which is required to a just 
decision. He knew a case in his Presbytery, 
on which they sat sixty days. His greatest 
objection is, to the permission given to any 
person to appeal. It is not right to give fac- 
tious individuals this opportunity to give trou- 
ble. Who are the men that usually prosecute 
these appeals? The greatest men in the 
Church are selected by appellants to conduct 
their cases. They get their feelings enlisted, 
and a long debate is the result. A minister 
may receive notice from his Session and oth- 
ers that his usefulness is at an end, and brin 
the case before Presbytery, and an appeal will 
arrest all proceedings. He is not speaking of 
an imaginary case. The alternate attendance 
of the members of a Presbytery in the Assem- 
bly, (an arrangement of which he entirely 
approves, ) renders the Assembly an unsuitable 
Court to settle appeals. 

Dr. Brown moved that the report be taken 
up seriatim, which motion was carried. | 

The first Chapter was read by the Clerk. 

Colonel SNowpen moved that this Chapter 


be read and voted on, Section by Section. 


Carried. 

Section 1 was read and adopted. 

Section 2 was read, and it was moved that 
the words ‘‘a professed believer” be stricken 
out, and the words “a church member,” of 
the old book, be retained. . 

Dr. Bocockx advocated the amendment of the 
revised book. He would think it an honour to 
belong to a General Assembly that would bring 
our book into harmony with our practice.— 
Only those who have made a profession of 
their faith ought to be subjected to discipline. 
Would you subject the baptized member who 
is twenty-one years of age, and himself a 
father, perhaps, to discipline, for refusing to 
assume his baptismal obligations ? 

Mr. J. H. Rice was opposed to bringing 
down the Book to our practice. To parsue 
such a principle as this would justify any sin. 
He could easily conceive a case in which a 
baptized member might be disciplined. He 
would make a stand for the principle that our 
children are members of the Church. This 
puts all baptized children on the same fvoting. 

Mr. Connit believed that there were respon- 
sibilities lying upon parents. Baptized chil- 
dren were in view members of the Church. 
It was the parents’ duty to teach them that 
they were members of the Church, and sub- 
Parents, by closely 
observing the disposition and conduct of their 
children, may in cases come to the conclusion 
that they are regenerated, and in such cases 
bring them before the session and have them 
examined, and admitted to the Lord’s table. 
We are not to change our. Book to meet the 
views of those who are anxigus to cast off the 
restraints of religion. Besides, our children 
have a right to the protection of the Church, 
as well as to its discipline. A moral and 
orderly youth, that has not seen his or her 
way clear to come to the Lord’s table, may 
be slandered. In which case the slandered 
person is entitled to have the matter investi- 
gated by the session of the church, and his 
character or her character vindicated. ‘There 
is a proverb which applies in this case, ‘‘ Re- 
move not the ancient landmarks.” 

Rev. Dr. Arustonc—Before the question 
becomes complicated, he wished to myke a 
few remarks. He has long studied the sub- 
ject. Children are born members of the 
Church, constituted members by God, and 
baptism is only the recognition of their 
membership. You cannot interfere with the 
divine arrangement properly. Make the idea 
prevalent that the unbelieving child is to be 
excommunicated, and yet you do not dissolve 
& nection with the Church. Excom- 
unication does not cast them out of the 
urch, 80 as to dissolve all connection with 
the Church. You only shut the person out 
from the communion of the Church. For 
such the Church is still to labour and pray. 
He never makes a morning prayer without 
remembering baptized children. The argu- 
ment from the child’s relation to the Church 
is a powerful one for the reclaiming of the 
wanderer. He put the question, “When am 


I to cease to pray for that child?” Never. 
He was opposed to any formal act of disci- 
pline in cutting off baptized children from 
their cennection with the Church, unless in 
case of the commission of the unpardonable 
sin. He is told that this is an attempt to 
bring down the discipline of the Church to 
our practice. 

Adjourned with prayer, till Monday morn- 
ing at nine o’clock. 7 
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Fourth Pace.—A letter from the Rev. 
Dr. William L. Breckioridge will be found 
on our fourth page. Also a letter—« To 
and At the Assembly,” and several other 
communications of interest. 


part of the edition of our paper of last week 
bad been printed and mailed, we received 
by telegraph an account of the vote on the 
subject of re-modelling the Boards, which 
we inserted in the remaining part of the 
edition. We, in the present number, re- 
peat it. Several members who were out 
of the House when the vote was taken, 
were permitted afterwards to record their 
votes, which increased the majority eight 
orten. The General Assembly has not 
disappointed our dependence on the sterling 
good sense with which their decisions are 
almost uniformly made when they have had 
the opportunity of full deliberation and 
discussion. 


For Evrore.—The steamship Adriatic 
leaves New York for Southampton and 
Havre to-day. She will carry out four 
hundred passengers. Several clergymen 
will go out in the Adriatic, among whom 
will be the Rev. Dr. Thornwell of South 
Carolina, and the Rev. Dr. McGill of 
Princeton, delegates from the General As- 
sembly to the Convention at Edinburgh, 
Scotland. It is not probable that Captain 
Comstock will ever be left to go alone to 
Europe, while in command of one of our 
noblest steamers. 


PRINCETON PRESBYTERIAN CuuRCcnH, 
West — An adjourned 
meeting of the Presbytery of Philadelpbia 
will be held on Tuesday afternoon next, 5th 
inst., at three o’clock, in Princeton church, 
West Philadelphia, when it is expected that 
the Rev. J. Addison Henry, of Cranberry, 
New Jersey, will be received and ordained. 
On the evening of the same day, at a quar- 
ter before eight o'clock, it is arranged to 
have Mr. Henry installed pastor of the 
church. Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Shields. 
Members of Presbytery who can make it 
convenient to remain fur the evening ser- 
vice will be cordially eotertained. The 
church is located at Thirty-ninth street and 
Powelton Avenue, and is very accessible 
by the Market street cars to Thirty-ninth 
street, or by any of the cars to Fairmount 
connecting with the Mautua and Heston- 
ville road to Thirty-eighth street. 


DeaTH OF THEODORE PaRKER.—The 
recent arrivals from Kurope announce the 
death of the Rev. Theodore Parker. In 
1845 he commenced to preach in Boston, 
and in 1846 beeame pastor of the Twenty- 
eighth Congregational Society, where he 
has since remained. He left his pastoral 
charge last year to gain health by travel. 
He proceeded first to the West Indies, 
and thence to Kurope. He died at Flo- 
rence, Italy, on the 10th ult. at the age 
of fifty years, after a long and painful 
illness. He was an ultraist in every 
thing. He had no charity at all for any 
thing but ultraism, and he was in the habit 
of denouncing all who opposed him with a 
fierceness which put him beyond the pale 
of charity himself. {0 religion he was an 
ultra-Unitarian, in politics an ultra-aboli- 
tionist—so much so, indeed, that the ivflu- 
ence he might otherwise have exerted was 
in a great measure lost through his radi- 
calism. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 


IIE General Assembly adjourned on Wed- 

nesday afternvon last, 30th ult. It was 
resolved that the General Assembly of next 
year should meet in the Seventh Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia. The Rev. Dr. Thorn- 
well and the Rev. Mr. Dickson were appointed 
delegates from the General Assembly to the 
Synod of Evangelical Churches, to be held in 
France. The Revised Book of Discipline was 
recommitted to be reported to the next Gen- 
eral Assembly. A considerable portion oi 
Wednesday afternoon was spent in devotional 
exercises. 

Our regular reports of the proceedings are 
brought down to Friday evening, 25th ult. 

We subjoin a brief synopsis of the business 
up to the dissolution of the Assembly. 

On Saturday, the 26th of May, agreeably to 
& previous arrangement, the members spent 
the day in visiting Niagara Falls. At twenty 
minutes past seven o’cluck, A. M., eleven cars 
filled with members of the Assembly and citi- 
zons of Rochester, left the depot for the Falls, 
where they arrived safely. At half-past three 
o’clock the excursionists sat down to a sump- 
tuous dinner, sume at the International Hotel, 
and some at the Cataract Iluuse. After a free 
and full discussion of the ‘‘creature comforts,” 
the members at the Cataract adjourned to the 
International, and the intellectual feast began. 
Addresses were made by several gentlemen of 
the party. The bour having arrived at which 
the return train was to start, the meeting 
adjourned, and the excursionists returned to 
Rochester highly gratified with their visit. 

On Monday, May 28th, the Rev. Dr. Thorn- 
well presented a protest against the action of 
the Assembly with reference to the re-organi- 
zation of the Boards. It was referred to a 
Committee of five. The practice of appoint- 
ing preachers in behalf of the several Buards 
at the meetings of the Assembly was abolished. 
A new Synod was constituted, called the Sy- 
nod of St. Paul, from Presbyteries in Minne- 
sota and that region. A new Presbytery, to 
be called the Presbytery of Tuledo, was erected 
from a portion of the present Presbytery of 
Cedar, in Iowa. A request that the “Tune 
and Hymn Book” be published at the cheapest 
possible rate, was referred to the Board of 
Publication. An overture was read, asking for 
some changes in the issue of the Home and 
Foreign Record, which was referred to the 
Executive Committees of the respective Boards 
to report at the next Assembly. A Committee, 
consisting of the Permanent and Stated Clerks, 
with the Treasurer, was appointed to deter- 
mine what papers of the Assembly should be 
preserved, and to make provision for the pre- 
servation of the same. The report on Theolo- 
gical Seminaries was received, and a resolu- 
tion adopted granting a fifth Professorship at 
Princeton. The memorial of Robert S. Ken- 
nedy, with regard to the restoration of two 
members of the Caledonia church, was taken 
up, and the report of the Committee, referring 
the memorialist to the Minutes of the last As- 
sembly, was adopted. Vacancies in the seve- 
ral Boards were filled by elections. The Synod 
of Philadelphia sent up an overture, asking 
that the question be sent down to the Presby- 
teries, “Shall the clause in the Constitution 
be stricken out, forbidding marriage with a 
deceased wife’s sister?” This proposal excited 


a lively conversation, in which much diversity 


RE-MODELLING THE Boarps.— After 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


of sentiment was manifested, though the merits 
of the question were not involved, and finally 
the whole matter was laid on the table. 

In the evening the Rev. Mr. Chiniquy ad- 
dressed the Assembly on the subject of the 
French Colony at Kankakee, Illinois, when a 
subscription amounting to twenty-seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars was made for their re- 
lief. 

Tuesday, May 29th, the Rev. Dr. Krebs of. 
fered the following resolutions, which were 


adopted without debate. 

Resolved, 1st. That it shall be the duty of the Secretaries 
of the Boards to notify the members thereof of their ap- 
pointment, and of all the meetings of the Boards, whether 
stated or rpecial, and when such meetings shall be for 
special purposes, the subject of discussion shall be named 
in the notice. 

Resolved, 2d. That it shall be the duty of the above named 
Boards to send up to the Assembly, with their Annual Ke- 
ports, their book of minutes, and the books of minutes of 
the respective Executive Committees for examination; and 
it shall be the duty of said Committees to bring to the 
attention of the Assembly a matters in these minutes 
which, in their judgment, calls for the notice of the As- 


sembly. 

Resolved, 3d. That it is not lawful for either of the above- 
named Boards or Committees to issue certificates of Life- 
membership to any person, or any testimonial by virtue of 
which any person is permitted to sit, deliberate, and vote 
with the Boards; but the Boards may devise and grant 
certificates or testimonials of special donations to the class 
of persons hitherto known as Honorary Members, it being 
understood and provided that such persons can in no sense 
be allowed by purchase or gift to exercise any sort of right 
or position to deliberate and vote with the members ap- 
pointed by the General Assembly. 


Dr. Thornwell here came forward and said 
that these resolutions met his hearty approval, 
and that in view of this action he withdrew 
his protest. 

Rev. Dr. Krebs offered the following reso- 


lutions, which were adopted, viz: 


Resolved, 1st. That Dr. McGill be assigned to the Chair 


of Ecclesiastical History and Church Government. 

esolved, 2d. That the Assembly proceed immediately to 
the election of Professors for the Chairs of New Testament 
Literature and Biblical Greek and of Practical Theology. 


The Rev. Benjamin M. Palmer, D. D., of 
New Orleans, was then unanimously elect- 
ed to the chair of Practical Theology, and 
the Rev. C. Wistar Hodge to the chair of New 
Testament Literature and Biblical Greek in 
the Princeton Theological Seminary. 

The Rev. William M. Paxton was elected to 
the Fifth Professorship in the Theological Sem- 
inary in Allegheny city. 

Resolutions on the death of the Rev. Dr. 
J. A. Alexander, were read and adopted. 

With regard to the subjects of temperance, 
slavery, &c., it was unanimously decided that 
no further action was necessary. 

A correspondence was ordered to be opened 
with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and 
the Rev. Drs. Edgar and McMullen were ap- 
pointed principal and alternate delegates to 
their next General Assembly. 

The report of the erection of the new Synod 
of Sandusky was adopted. 

A resolution was adopted recommending 
the churches to raise by individual effurt, or 
b7 contributions, money for the aid of Father 
Chiniquy’s mission. 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Ete Second General Assembly of this 
branch of the Presbyterian Church met 
in. the 2d United Presbyterian church in 
Philadelphia on the evening of the 23d ult., 
and was opened with a sermon from Eph. iv. 
3, by the Rev. Dr. P. Bullions of Troy, New 
York, the last Moderator. His subject was 
“the unity of the Spirit’—its meaning, its 
character, the means of retaining and culti- 
vating it, and the happy effects of its exist- 
ence in the Charch. It was an able pro- 
duction, and listened to by a crowded and 
attentive audience. 

The Rev. Dr. Clokey was elected Mode- 
rator, and the Rev. T. H Beveridge, Clerk. 
The Assembly is still in session at the time 
of our going to press, about one hundred 
and seventy delegates being present. The 
business transacted thus far is not of gene- 
ral interest, having principal reference to 
matters of a purely denominational charac- 
ter, and to settling the principles of their 
new church organization. The subject of 
an improved version of the Psalms excites 
considerable interest, there evidently being 
a large party in favour of something new, 
and perhaps astill larger party which clings 
tenaciously to the old version. The proba- 
bility is that this will be a vexed question 
for some years to come. 

We are glad to see the great work of 
Missions occupying largely the attention of 
the Assembly. The report of the Board 
of Home Missions shows encouraging pro- 
gress, more than eleven thousand dollars 
having been paid out during the year for 
this object. Foreign Missions also have 
been prosecuted with fidelity and success. 
This Board supports missions in Trinidad, 
India, Sytia, and Egypt, and a vew mission 
is about to be established in China. More 
than nineteen thousand dollars are required 
for these missions during the coming year. 
The Assembly has also a Board of Publica- 
tion, which is starting its work under good 
auspices The Assembly adjourned on 
Wednesday evening, 30th ult. They are 
to meet next year in Monmouth, Illinois. 
We regret that we have no space to give a 
more extended notice of their proceedings. 


CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA. 


The Rev. H. T. Lumsden and Mrs. Lumsden 
recently assembled a number-of friends inter- 
ested in the progress of Christianity in India, at 
their house in Berkeley street, London, where, 
after prayer and some introductory remarks 
by Mr. Lumsden, most interesting statements 
were made by Mr. Thomas, late member of 
Council at Madras, relative to the prospects of 
Southern India, and by Mr. Donald Macleod, 
relative to the Punjaub and Northern India. 
Colonel Herbert Edwardes next contributed a 
number of most interesting facts relative to 
the condition of the native population, and 
showed, by the most convincing array of facts, 
that a neutral Ewer never had been pursued, 
and never could be pursued, by a Christian 
Government in contact with Hindoos and Mo- 
hammedans. The principle of neutrality had 
been violated, and was daily violated in a mul- 
titude of cases, in the prevention of suttee, in 
the prevention of infanticide, in the prevention 
of human sacrifices, in feeding our troops upon 
beef, in using harness or accoutrements made 
either of the sacred or accursed animals, &c. 
There was no objection entertained to schools 
where the Bible was taught, and the mission- 
ary schools were more popular than the Gov- 
ernment schools. Weare informed that it was 
the general feeling of those present that sel- 
dom has there been an opportunity of hearing 
so much valuable and authentic information 
conveyéd in so compact and interesting a form. 


Geelesinstical Record. 


—— 


The Rev. H. R. Wilson, D D., has received 
@ unanimous call from the Presbyterian church 
of Mansfield, Ohio, after having supplied them 
for six months. 

The post office address of the Rev. W. I. 
Brugh is changed from Mechanicstown, Ohio, 
to Fredericktown, Knox county, Ohio. 

The Rev. Jacob Pentzer was installed pastor 
over the Herman church on the 13th May. 
The Rev. John M. Jones presided and gave 
the charge to the pastor, and the Rev. E. L. 
Belden preached the sermon and gave the 
charge to the people. 

Mr. A W. Boyd, late of the Western Theolo- 
gical Seminary, has received and accepted a call 
from the united churches of Mount Pleasant 
and Palestine. His address is Darlington, 
Beaver county, Pennsylvania. 

The post office address of the Rev. William 
Buehbren is changed from Granville, Wiscon- 
sin, to Winona, Minnesota. Mr. Buehren is 
now labouring among the German population 
of the latter place. 

The Rev. Mr. H. Van Doren has received a 
call from the First Presbyterian Church of the 
city of Richmond, Indiana. 

The post office address of the Rev. W. M. 
Smythe is now Dayton, Marengo county, Ala- 
bama. 


MarriaGE WITH A DeceaseD Wire’s Sister 
in Canapa.—The Honourable Mr. Morris’s bill 
to legalize marriage with a deceased wife’s 
sister was before the Canadian House of Par- 
liament, when Mr. De Blaquiere moved that 
it be read that day six months, which was car- 
ried by twenty-seven to nine. The question 
is therefore disposed of for this session. 


Bomestic Hews. 


United States steamer Wyandotte, with the 


¢ 


Taz Japaness.—The Japanese Em 
will probably leave Washington for the No 
on the 6th or 7th of June, but certainly not 
before that time. The great Presidential din- 
ner-party at the Executive mansion, in honour 
of the Japanese Embassy, came off on Friday, 
25th ult., at six o’clock, and lasted two hours. 
There were present the President and the 
Naval Commission, members of the Cabinet 
and their wives, and other invited guests, to 
the number of about thirty-eight. 

The Ambassadors are trying to ascertain 
upon what terms the moneys of Japan and the 
United States should be exchanged. The 
relative value of gold, silver, and copper, is 
very different in each country. Moreover, to 
fix precisely the value of their metal as com- 
pared with ours, a number of their coins are 
to be — in the Philadelphia Mint. The 
Ambassadors have no power in this matter, 
but have been instructed to carry home full 
information in order that the subject may be 
immediately acted upon. They are much ex- 
ercised about the return of the steam frigate 
Niagara, and cannot be made to believe that 
it was occasioned by an accident. They are 
fully persuaded it is an artifice to detain 
them in this country, and insist upon im- 
mediate preparations for their departure.— 
The Naval Commission have not yet been 
able to remove this prejudice, though every 
persuasion has been employed to satisfy them 
that they can reach Japan within the limited 
time, and still have abundant opportunity to 
visit our principal cities, as originally de- 
signed. This unexpected difficulty may inter- 
fere materially with some of the projected 
arrangements in Philadelphia and New York. 
In any event, the Japanese ask to be relieved 
from going out at night, and attending balls, 
and such spectacles, fur which they have no 
taste, and which are repugnant to their habits 
of life at home. They manifest grea®interest 
in all useful and mechanical arts, and express 

reater satisfaction at their visit to the Navy 
ard and its workshops than all the public 
exhibitions. 


AccIDENT TO THE NiaGara.—The United 
States steam frigate Niagara, which sailed on 
the 19th ult. for Panama returned to New 
York on the 25th ult. On the third day out, 
when near the Eastern edge of the Gulf 
Stream, and while the ship was labouring 
heavily in a head sea, the propeller shaft gave 
way in the bearings, dving much damage to 
the wood work where the shaft connects with 
the propellor, and causing a sudden and scri- 
ous leak. The engines were immediately 
stopped, and all the pumps set to work. After 
a brief consultation among the officers, it was 
determined to return to port. Strenucus ef- 
forts were mrde to get at the leak and stop it, 
but without effect. The pumps, however, kept 
the water under control, while the ship was 

ut under all her canvass and headed for New 

ork. In consequence of the accident to the 
Niagara a new programme has to be made 
respecting the movements hence of the Japan- 
ese. They are anxious to return to their coun- 
try at the earliest possible period. 


Monument To Revotutionary Soupiers.— 
Ona Monday, 28th ult., the ceremonies of erect- 
ing @ monument to the memory to the gallant 
Virginians who fell at Wood’s Barn, near 
Roxborough, Pennsylvania, during the war of 
the Revolution, in 1777, were held at that 
place with appropriate services. Speeches 
were made by several distinguished gentle- 
men, and the scene was enlivened by the pre- 
sence of about five thousand spectaturs, in- 
cluding several companies of military, with 
splendid music. 


Capture or THE SiaveR WILLIAM.—The 


slaver William in tow, arrived at Key West 
on the 12th ult., having been captured on the 
9th. The William left the Congo river nine 
days before the Wildfire, having on board seven 
hundred and ninety slaves, and arrived at Key 
West with five hundred and thirteen. The 
barque was distant about two leagues from land, 
had been on the coast thirteen days, visiting 
her landing place twice, without meeting her 
required facilities for landing, and in a short 
time would have landed her cargo, as launches 
and vessels were coming to her for that pur- 
pose. The barque William is commanded by 
Captain Simons, and sailed from [Lavana for 
the Congo river on the 10th of March. It is 
said that her crew killed five of the negroes to 
keep them silent when the steamer hailed ber. 
Eight of her crew died on the passage, and 
some of her sick were in charge of the Marine 
Hospital Physician. | 


A Jupement.—The Fort Madison (Iowa) 
Plaindealer of the 18th ult. reports a some- 
what extraordinary case of blasphemy and 
sudden death that occurred near Farmington, 
Van Buren county, a few days previous. A 
farmer living there, while talking to a neigh- 
bour about the dry weather, began an out- 
burst of the most terrible blasphemy, using 
thegyilest epithets toward the Almighty and 
the Saviour, because he did not send rain. 
The man was going on in frightful language, 
when all at once his jaws became palsied, his 
tongue became powerless, his voice ceased, 
and he fell on the earth a corpse. 


Tae Late Mr. Jonnson’s Bequests.—The 
will of Mr. Lawrence Johnson, type-founder, 
of Philadelphia, lately deceased, contains the 
following bequests, provided that his real and 
personal estate shall exceed $324,000 one 

ear after his death: —To the Printers Benevo- 
Sei Association, $1000; American Sunday- 
school Union, $3000; Union Benevolent Asso- 
ciation, $1000; Temporary Home for Friend- 
less Children, $2000; Pennsylvania Institution 
- the Blind, $1000 ; Deaf and Dumb Asylum, 

1000. | 


Trape.—The merchants of New Bed- 
ford feel sensibly the inroads which are being 
constantly made upon their business by the 
introduction into the market of lard oil, coal 
oil, and camphene, and for the purpose of 
making an endeavour to restore oil to its popu- 
lar use, they have appointed a committee to 
collect subscriptions to the amount of $10,000, 
which is to be expended in purchasing a lamp, 
recently patented, which is designed for the 
burning of whale oil. 


A Fearrut Rive.—Mr. Frederick Colting, 
conductor on the Hudson River railroad, gives 
an account of the following wonderful affair: 
When his train arrived at Greenbush, and 
while it was being switched off into another 
track, on Sunday morning, he observed a foot 
and ankle projecting from one of the trucks. 
The train stopping at this instant, he went to 
the spot, and saw two boys clinging tu the 
truck of the car. They came out when ordered, 
covered with dust from head to foot. They 
had ridden under the ‘car from Dubbs’ Ferry, 
a distance of one hundred and twenty-six 
miles! They stated that they walked trom 
New York to Dobbs’ Ferry on Saturday, and 
being tired, could not walk any further, when 
they got upon the truck of the car, and rode 
the entire distance to Greenbush. The boys 
were aged sixteen and fuurteen years. 


Auction Sate or Curiosities —On Monday 
of last week, an auction sale of curiosities and 
other articles, hitherto used as part and parcel 
of the “tremendous attractions” used at Bar- 
num’s Museum, but now of no further use, 
took place in New York, drawing together a 
great crowd, among whom were several well 


‘chemical rays; so that the characters written 


punctual attendance, so that this patriotic 


known out-of-town showmen. Barnum was ' 

resent, in person, and enlivened the proceed- | 
ings with occasional witty remarks. The 
Amistad negro wax group went at 25 cents . 
each; a panorama of the Affghan war $10.50; | 
panorama of the Mississippi river 340; pan- 
orama of Paradise Lost $45; a panorama of 
the London Crystal Palace, costing originally 
$10,000, was knocked down for $105. a5 


Tut Astor House Stroop.—This class 
ground, the daily resort of the boarders a 
that inn, is rented for the sum of five hun-— 
dred dollars per annum by a news vender, © 
who makes a store out of one of the blocks of 
granite. The store is by no means of Lillipu- 
tian dimensions, but is commodious enough to 
serve all the-purposes of an extensive circu- 
lating library. The police have conceived the 
idea that this.store is a violation of the ordi- 
nances, and as they cannot remove the block 
of granite, inasmuch as it is a part of the 
granite block, they content themselves with 
requiring the occupant to remove his wares to 
within the distance prescribed by the ordi- 
nance. Why should the proprietor of a gran- 
ite block be entitled to more privileges than 
he of a three-legged apple stand ? 


_ Mergoric Stones.—On the Ist ult. meteoric 
stones fell in various “a of Eastern Ohio. 
Four large stones, weighing from forty to sixty 

unds each, fell on or near the track of the 

entral Ohio Railroad, near Concord, burying 
themselves in the ground about two feet, while 
at Claysville, southeast of Cambridge, and 
other portions of the country, stones of the 
same quality, but in greater quantities, fell to 
the earth. The Ohio State Journal says:— 
‘‘One of the meteors has been laid upon our 
table by Mr. John Burdick, of this city, who 
dug it from its concealment in the bosom of the 


| the Pontifical frontier. 
' Piedmont to the proposed Conference, on the ground 


earth on his farm in Guernsey county. The 
meteor flashed upon our astonished vision, 


perfectly docile, a black, wedge-shaped mass 
of conglomerate rock, with a very mysterious 
smell. This meteor woe oe nine pounds, 
and was seen to descend like a streak of light- 
ning, blazing like molten iron. It penetrated 
the earth about a foot and a half, leaving a 
huge hole. Mr. Burdick has several of these 
missiles of heaven’s artillery, which he will 
exhibit to the curious at his residence.” 


A New Ipga.—The Claremont (N.II.) Fagle 
eays: Mr. E. E. Bailey brought us a delicious 
apple the other day, a sample of a keg full 
which he caused tu be securely headed up and 
sunk to the bottom of his mill pond last No- 
vember, where it had lain undisturbed through 
the winter, and until about the llth of this 
month. On bringing his cache of fruit to the 
surface, and opening it, every apple was found 
to be free from speck or rot, and as fair and 
unwrinkled as on the day when taken from the 
tree. 


Tae SnNurr-sox Te ouR JAPANESE 
MinisterR.—The gold snuff-box presented by 
Queen Victoria to Townsend Harris, Esq., our 
Cunsul to Japan, in recognition of his services 
to the British Government, is now on exhibi- 
tion in New York. It is said to be a substan- 
tial looking affair, two and a half inches wide 
by about three and a half inches long, and 
upon the top has the initials ‘““V. R.,” in 
diamonds, set in a blue oval enamel, which is 
also richly encircled with precious stones. 


PaoToGRAPHING THE INvisiBLE.—Dr. Glad- 
stone, of London, has made the remarkable 
discovery, that characters traced on white 
paper with the solution of a fluorescent body, 
which on drying are undiscoverable by the 
eye, may be brought out on a collodium-silver 
surface in the same way in which positives 
are obtained from a negative photograph. 
Fluorescent bodies, as, fur example, su phate 
of quinine, infusion of the bark of horse-chest- 
nut, or tea, and fluorspur (hence the name,) 
have the property of preventing or greatly 
checking the transmission of the actricic on . 


with such a fluoresvent bedy are left white on 
a dark ground, when copied as described. 


Saspata Documents.—The New-York Sab- 
bath Committee have collected, in a plain oc- 
tavo volume, all the recent publications of 
tracts and treatises on the question of Sabbath 
observance; forming a useful hand-book for 
reference during the pending controversy. A 
number of addresses delivered in the German 
language are given in the original. 


A Cotumsia County.—The 
Hudson (New York) Star of the 19th ult. says 
that a gentleman from dAusterlitz, in this 
county, called upon us yesterday to inform us 
of a singular phenomenon which is attracting 
notice in the eastern part of that town. He 
states that on the premises of Mr. Abijah 
Ileath, there is a well in which ice has con- 
tinued to furm all the spring, and continues at 
the present time. The stones at the sides of 
the well are coated with ice from a point about 
eight feet below the surface of the ground 
down to the water, some seven feet. Large 
pieces of floating ice are also brought up with 
the water. The neighbours regard it as a 
curiosity, and several theories have been 
started to account for it. 


Surrerinc AND Dearth on toe PLatins—Mr. 
Nicholls, who arrived at Omaha, Nebraska, on 
the loth ult, from Denver, reports a heavy 
snow-storm on the plains, the 5th and 6th of 
May. Mr. Nicholls was at O’Fallon’s Bluffs 
on the &th, and while there the dead bodies of 
six emigrants, who had perished in the storm, 
were brought in. Ile reports many thousands 
of emigrants on the road between O’Fallon’s 
Bluffs and Fremont’s Orchard, and fears are 
entertained that a great many perished in the 
fearful storm referred to. Mr. Nicholls reports 
several companies whose teams had stampeded 
in the storm, and were not recovered up to the 
time that he left. We shall look for additional 
particulars with much anxiety. 


Iuper1aAL DonaTION TO AN AMERICAN SHIP- 
Buitper.—The rumour that Mr. William H. 
Webb, who recently returned from Europe, 
had secured valuable contracts for ships, ap- 
pears not to have been correct. During his 
absence abroad, Mr. Webb received an auto- 
graph letter from the Grand Duke Constantine 
of Russia, expressing his perfect satisfaction 
with the ship Gand Admiral, built by Mr. 
Webb, and asking his acceptance of a massive 
diamond snuff-box as a testimonial of his per- 
sonal esteem. The Imperial gift is probably 
in the possession of the American Minister, 
through whom it will be presented to the great 
ship- builder. 


Monument.—The Schuylerville (New York) 
American learns that the corner-stone of the 
Saratoga monument is to be laid at that place 
on the 17th of October, the anniversary of 
Burgoyne’s surrender. Ex-Governor Seymour 
and Hon. Edward Everett have been invited to 
deliver orations on the occasion. 


Discovery or Currassgs.—At Vivia, Minne- 
sota, two Roman cuirasses in bronze were dis- 
covered, a few days ago, some inches under 
ground, in the bed of a rivulet. Though 
covered with rust, they are well preserved. A 
quantity of ornamental work is to be seen on 
them, and they bear clasps for fastenings at 
the left side and om the shoulders. 2 


Tue InpereNDENcE Monument.—The Trus- 


tees on the part of the old thirteen States, to | 


select the design and mark out the spot on 
Independence Square where the monument to 
the “Signers of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence” shall be erected, will convene in Phila- 
delphia on the 12th inst. The Trustees are— 
Hon. Mr. Curtis Noyes, New York; Hon. .R 
J. Ingersoll, Connecticut; Hon. Walter S. 
Burgess, Rhode Island; Hon. Dan’] M. Chris- 
tie, New Hampshire ; Hon. W. C. Alexander, 
New Jersey; Colonel A. G. Waterman, Penn- 
sylvania; Hon. Asbury Stull, Georgia; Hon. 
Marshall J. Wallborne, Georgia; Captain 
George Maxwell, Delaware; Ilon. Charles 
Francis Adams, Massachusetts; Mr. W. Alex- 
ander, Maryland; Hon. Judge Murray Hoff- 
man, New York; General a R. V. Wright, 
New Jersey; Ex-Governor Dinsmoor, New 
Hampshire. It is expected that there will be 


work may proceed. They are to be the guests 
of the city of Philadelphia. 


Foreign Hews. 
FROM EUROPE. 


The steamer Arabia brings London papers to 
the 20th of May. 

The Spanish army of Africa had entered Madrid 
amid much enthusiasm. 7 

Pullinger, the defaulting cashier of the Union 
Bank, had been sentenced to twenty years penal 
servitude. 


The intelligence regarding Garibaldi is very |. 


meagre, but still sufficient to show that he is 
making good progress. 

It is rumoured that a treaty, offensive and defen- 
sive, has been concluded between Naples, Rome, 
Austria, and all the deposed Italian sovereignties. 

The attitude of Russia toward Turkey was re- 
garded as decidedly menacing. | 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


In the House of Lords on the 14th the Marquis 
of Normandy moved the production of all the cor- 
respondence with British representatives in Italy 
relative to Garibaldi’s expedition. The Govern- 
ment promised to produce the despatches. <A 
telegraph to America, via Faro Island and Ice- 
land, is proposed, and Lord Palmerston has re- 
quested that the full details of the plan be furnished 
to Government. A proclamation has been issued 
by the British Government against enlistment in 
Ireland for the Pope. The subscriptions for the 
Sicilians are not to be interfered with, as they are 
not regarded as illegal. © 


FRANCE. 


The Czar’s brother, Grand Duke Nicholas, had 
i at Paris to visit Napoleon. The Paris cor- 
ondents of the London Times and Herald state 
that France and England are in important corres- 
pondence. The former states that it is proposed 
that both Governments take a position against inter- 
vention, whether from Austria, Piedmont, or the 
Papal States, and let the Sicilians fight it out. The 
report that France had offered a pecuniary indem- 
nity to Switzerland was unfounded. The French 
Minister at Naples had asked for four ships of war, 
and the vessels had been sent. 


ITALY. 


It was reported tnat Lamoriciere had made a 
forward movement with the Papal troops, and that 
five thousand Piedmontese troops had embarked 
from Genoa tocheck him. It was positively as- 
serted that the French army of Rome had received 
orders to evacuate that city. It was said that the 
Sardinian government had ordered the garrisons 
of Central Italy to march rapidly forward toward 
Austria refuses to admit 


that Cavour had declared that Piedmont intended 
to take no part in the dispute between France and 
Switzerland, resulting from the annexation. 


GARIBALDIS EXPEDITION. 


Garibaldi’s expedition in behalf of the insurrec- 
tionary movement in Sicily had effected a landing 
at Marsala. One of the vessels conveying Gari- 


baldi’s troops was sunk, and the other captured by 


two Neapolitan frigates, but bis volunteers suc- 
ceeded in reaching shore with their arms, ammu- 
nition, &. They were met by the royal troops, 
and though we have no details of the engagement, 
it is evident they were successful, as later de- 
spatches state that Garibaldi had captured two of 
the strongest positions on the Island, and was pre- 
paring to attack Palermo. The utmost consterna- 
tion prevailed at Naples, and the royal family 
were packing up their jewelry and other valuables 
preparatory to flight. It is stated that the King of 
Naples had applied for foreign intervention. A 
second expedition, to reinforce Garibaldi, six thou- 
sand strong. was fitting out in Sardinia. 

The semi-official Paris Ze Pays contains the fol- 
lowing confirmation of Garibaldi's success: The 
accounts from Italy announce that Garibaldi's ex- 
pedition developed itself with extraordinary ra- 
pidity. At present success appears beyond ques- 
tion. Garibaldi was concentrating the scattered 
jimbs of insurrection, and it was asserted that he 
had captured the most important positions on the 
[sland. From other intelligence it appears that a 
portion of Garibaldi’s expedition landed in Cala- 
bria, and that the insurrection was threatening 
Naples. 

HUNGARY. 


A despatch from Pesth says:—A letter from the 
Emperor of Austria will be published to-morrow, 
allowing constitutional superintendents to assemble 
a convention to discuss the question of sending 
deputies to the General Conference, and make 
propositions for a Synod. <A free choice of super- 
intendents and curates is granted. The trials 
pending against Protestants are suspended. 


Married. 


On the 16th ult., by the Rev. W. A. Rankin 
of Middletown, Delaware, Mr. Wituiam H. Stew- 
artof New Castle county, Delaware, to Miss Sarau 
E., daughter of Joun Murray, Esq., of Kent coun- 
ty, Maryland. 

At Charlton, Saratoga county, New York. on the 
22d ult., by the Rev. J. N. Crocker, the Rev. A. 
McA. Tuorsurn of Albany, New York, to Miss 
Kare A., daughter of Wittiam DeRemer, Esq., of 
Charlton. 

At Newark, Delaware, on the 2ith of May, - 
the Rev. J. L. Vallandigham, Mr. Caarues H. 
Hupains of Gloucester county, Virginia, to Miss 
Margaretta R., daughter of Mr. T. Porter of 
Newark. 

On the 24th of April, by the Rev. W. W. Laver- 
ty, the Rev. A. W. acs, fits of the Western Theo- 
logical Seminary, to Miss Racuev Bruen of Me- 
chanicstown, Ohio, formerly of Milford, New Jer- 
sey. 

On Thursday, the 3d ult., by the Rev. Robert 
Hamill, Wituram M.D., of Kylertown, 
Clearfield county, to Miss Maraarst, daughter ef 
Bensamuin J. Berry, M.D., of Elmwood, Centre 
county, Pennsylvania. 


@Obituarp. 


Died, at Aspinwall, New Grenada, on Friday, 
the 20th of April, AARON OAKFORD SHUFF 
of Mount Holly, New Jersey, in the twenty-sev- 
enth year of his age, late Captain’s Clerk of the 
United States sloop-of-war Levant. . B. 8. 

Died, on Saturday, 26th ult. Mr. JAMES 
SCHOTT, Jr., of New York, formerly of Philadel- 
phia, aged forty-six years. His death was occa- 
sioned by injuries received from being thrown out 
of a carriage on the 19th ult. He was the eldest 
son of James Schott, Esq , of Philadelphia. 

Died, on the 5th’of April, after a very lingering 
illness, ELIZABETH WHITEHILL, in the seven- 
tieth year of her age. The deceased was long a 
very consistent and zealous member of the Pres- 
byterian church of Donegal, Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania. She had been afflicted for some 
thirty years before her death, but bore it all with 
a degree of resignation which sometimes almost 
astonished her friends. Toward the last of her 
illness, as she neared the eternal world, having 
had her house set in order, she calmly waited to 
depart at the Saviour’s bidding. She leaves a 
husband, two sons, and two daughters to mourn 
her absence, while she rejoices with the blood- 
washed throng of the redeemed above. J.J. UL. 

Died, at “The Cedars,” Huntingdon county, 
Pennsylvania, on the 15th of May, Mrs. SALLIE 
L. PORTER, wife of George B. Porter, and daugh- 
ter of John Lyon, Esq., in the twenty-ninth year 
of her age. She left a large circle of relatives and 
friends to mourn her departure; but who have 
reason to rejoice that they are not called on “to 
sorrow, even as others which have no hope,” for 
‘‘what is their loss, is her eternal gain.”—Comm. 

Died, at the Parsonage, in Huntingdon, Penn- 
sylvania, on the 20th ult., after a very short ill- 
ness, Mrs. JANE F., wife of Rev. GEORGE W. 
ZAHNISER, in the twenty-cighth year of her 
age. “The memory of the just is blessed,” and 
we cannot permit the remains of this excellent 


woman toslumber in the dust without a feeble 
tribute to her praise. Though visited suddenly 
by the destroyer, and deprived of consciousness, 
so as to be unable to give expression to her hope, 
and testify of Jesus in her dying hour, yet the life 
she lived was one of such simple trust, such im- 

licit faith in the Saviour of sinners, that we 

oubt not she has entered upon the “ rest that re- 
maineth for the people of God.” She truly adorned 
her Christian profession by a “godly walk and 
conversation,” and when her eyes were closed in 
death, no one could look upon that calm and 


oc countenance, and say Jesus hath not. 


rought “life and immortality to light.” Mrs. 
Zahniser will not soon be forgotten. Her gentle 
manners and kind heart won for ber many 
friends who deeply lament her early death. 

In this sad providence, a devoted husband and 
faithful minister of the gospel has had “the de- 
sire of his eyes taken from him with a stroke,” 
and a little daughter is left to travel life’s dreary 

athway, bereft of the tender care and unchanging 
se of a mother. But the Lord will care for 
them. J. A. R. 


PRESBYTERIAL NOTICES. 
The Presbytery of Philadelphia will hold 


an adjourned meeting in the Princeton church, 
West Philadelphia, on Tuesday, the 5th of June, 
at three o’clock, P. M. 

Gaston, Stated Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Albany will hold its 
next stated meeting at Saratoga Springs, New 
York, on Tuesday, June 12th, at half-past seven 
o’clock, P. M. The Rev. W. B. Sprague, D.D. will 

reach the opening sermon, and the Rev. E. Hal- 
ey, D.D. the sermon on Missions. 
H. Tar.or, Stated Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Huntingdon will hold 


an adjourned meeting in the Presbyterian Church 
of Tyrone city, on the second Tuesday, (the 12th) 
of June, at half-past nine o’clock A. M. 

Stated Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Baltimore stands ad- 
journed to meet in the Lecture Room of the Cen- 
tral Church, Baltimore, on Tuesday, the 12th inst., 


at eleven o’clock, A. M. 
R. C. Gavsraita, Stated Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Carlisle stands ad- 
journed to meet in the Presbyterian church of 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, on Tuesday, the 12th 


inst., at two v’clock, P. M. 
A. D. Mitcue.u, Stated Cler®. 


The Presbytery of Cedar stands ndigunll 
to meet in Davenport on the second Tuesday 
(12th) of June, at seven o'clock, P. M. 

E. L. Be_pen, Stated Clerk. 


The Presbytery of Donegal will hold an 
adiourned meeting in the church of Strasburg on 
Tuesday, the 12th inst., at two o'clock, P. M. 

Juun Farquaar, Stated Clerk. 


The Presbytery of West Jersey stands ad- 
journed to meet in Millville, New Jersey, on Tues- 


day, June 12th, at three o’clock, P. M. 
H. Brown, Stated Clerk. 


~The Presbytery of Greenbrier stands ad- 
journed to meet at Ravenswood on the 20th of 
June, at half-past seven o'clock, P. M. 
George S. Woopautt, Stated Clerk. 


Aatices. 


UNION PRAYER-MEETING.—The Union 
Prayer-meeting of the churches of the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia will be held on Thursday next, 
the 7th inst., at four o’clock, P. M., in the Central 
Presbyterian Church, corner of Eighth and Cher- 
ry streets, Philadelphia. 


SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.—The 


usual monthly evening service in the Second 


Presbyterian Church, Seventh street below Arch, 
Philadelphia, will be held to-morrow, (Sabbath,) 
3d inst., at eight o’clock, P.M. Sermon by the 
pastor, the Rev. Charles W. Shields. 


SEVENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.— 
There will be service in the Seventh Presbyterian 
Church, Broad street above Chestnut, South Penn 
Square, Philadelphia, to-morrow (Sabbath) even- 
ing, 3d inst., at eight o’clock. 


ing THE UNEMPLOYED.—Wanted, several 
Canvassers (members of the Presbyterian 
Church preferred) to obtain subscribers to the 
Presbyterian Parlour Magazine. To competent 
persons good encouragement will be given. apply 
at the Ofice, No. 702 Chestnut street, Philadel- 
‘phia. june 


LLEN GROVE FEMALE SEMINARY.— 
Frankford, Pennsylvania.—The Course of 
Instruction in this Institution is comprehensive 
and thorough. The location is one of the most 
beautiful and desirable in the coun Parents 
or Wards at a good ool, Wi ease a to 
Mrs. E. THOMPSON, 
june 2—8t Principal and Superintendent. 
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IFE OF JAMES W. ALEXANDER, D. D.— 
Forty Years’ Familiar Letters of James W. 
with the Notes, a 
emoir of his Life. i b D. 
With 2 vols. $3. 

Seed-Time an arvest; or, Pleas for Ragged 
Schools. By the Rev. Dr. Guthrie. 60 cents. 

Tales from the Bible for the Young. By Wil- 
liam M. Thayer, author of Poor Boy and Merchant 
Prince. 75 cents. 

Sermons. By J. Addison Alexander, D.D. 3 
vols. $2.50. 

Mamma’s Lessons About Jesus. 75 cents, 

Blind Tom; or, the Lost Found. 50 cents. 

Mark Noble; or, the Button Necklace. 30 cts. 

Mary Bunyan; the Dreamer’s Blind Daughter. 
A Tale of Religious Persecution. 12mo. $1. 

How to Enjoy Life; or, Physical and Mental 
Hygiene. By William M. Cornell, M.D. 12mo. 
75 cents. 

Popular Astronomy. By Professor’O. M. Mit- 
chell. 12mo. $1.25. 

The Bible and Social Reform; or, the Scriptures 
= a Means of Civilization. By R. H. Tyler, A.M. 


Oriola. A New and Complete Hymn and Tune 
Book for Sabbath-schovls, By William B. Brad- 
bury. 38 cents. 

*.* 30,000 copies of this book have already 
been sold. ‘ 

The Florence Stories. By Jacob Abbott. Vol. 
I.—Grimkie. Vol. I1.—Florence and John. Sold 
separately. Each 60 cents. 


he Oakland Stories. By Geo B. Taylor. 
Vol. IL.—Kenny. Vol. Guy. ‘Bold 
separately. Each 50 cents. 


*,* Sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt of the 


price. 
For sale 
WILLIAM 8S. & ALFRED MARTIEN, 
No. 606 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
june 2—St 


CHOOL FOR THE PHYSICAL AND MEN. 
TAL EDUCATION OF YOUNG LADIES.— 
The Twelfth Year of the School for the Physical 
and Mental Education of Young Ladies will com- 
mence on the 5th of September, 1860. This 
School, removed from Boston one year since, at 
No. 50 North Thirteenth street, Philadelphia, has 
been undertaken to secure health of body in con- 
junction with culture of mind. It is designed to 
meet a want which is now, and has been felt, for 
many years, both in public and private schools, 
namely, such an observance of natural laws as 
shall preserve health where it exists, and tend to 
RESTORE it where itis wanting. 

Application may be made at the house, No. 50 
North Thirteenth street, till the Ist of July. - 
WILLIAM M. CORNELL, M.A., M.D., Principal. 

REFERENCES.—Rev. Henry Steele Clarke, D.D., 
Rev. A. Converse, D.D., Rev. H. A. Boardman, D.D., 
the Rev. Albert Barnes, Rev. Alexander H. Vin- | 
ton, D.D., Matthew Newkirk, Esq., Horm. Alexan- 
der Henry, Hon. Richard Vaux, Professor Charles 
D. Cleveland, Francis Blackburn, Esq, Philadel- 
phia. Rev. A. L. Stone, Rev. H. M. Dexter, Rev. 
Chandler Robbins, D.D., John Ware, M.D., Wins- 
low Lewis, M.D., D. Humphreys Storer, M.D., 
Boston. Rev. James Walker, D.D., President of 
Harvard College. Rev. Mark Hopkins, D.D., 
President of Williams College. The Rev. W. A. 
Stearns, D.D., President of Amherst College. Rev. 
Daniel Leach, Superintendent of the idence 
Public Schools, Rhode Island. John D. Philbrick, 
Esq., Superintendent of the Boston Public Sehools, 
Massachusetts. Rev. David McKinney, D.D., 
Rev. Samuel Finley, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 
David Hunter, Esq., Crawfordsville, Iowa. T. 
Dickson Bruns, Charleston, South Carolina. 

june 2—2t 


W. ALEXANDER, D.D.—Now ready, 
Forty Years Familiar Letters of James ¥ 
Alexander, D.D. Constituting, with the Notes, 

A MEMOIR OF HIS LIFE. 
Edited by the Surviving Correspondent, the Rev. 
John Hail, D.D. Two volumes. With two Por- 
traits. $3. 

Also for sule a limited number of the Subscrip- 
tion Edition, on superfine paper, with Portraits 
on India paper. Two volumes, octavo. Price $5. 

Contents.—Chapter I.—Juvenile Letters, 1819- 


F 1822. Chapter Il.—Letters from the Theological 


Seminary, 1822-1824. Chapter I[I.—Letters while 
Tutor in College, 1824-1525. Chapter 1V.—Letters 
while a Licentiate, 1825—1827. Chapter V.—Let- 
ters while a Pastor in Virginia, and until he left 
the State, 1827-1528. Chapter VI.—While Pastor 
in Trenton, 1829-1832. Chapter VII.—While Edi- 
tor of the Presbyterian, 1833. Chapter VIII.— 
While Professor in the College of New Jersey, 
1833-1844. Chapter IX.—While Pastor of Duane 
Street Church, New York, 1844-1849. Chapter X. 
—While Professor in the Theological Seminary, 
Princeton, 1849-1851. Chapter XI.—During his 
First Visit to Europe, 1851. Chapter XII.—While 
Pastor of the Fifth Avenue Church, New York, 
1851-1857. Chapter XIII.—During his Second 
Visit to Eurepe, 1857. Chapter XIV.—Letters 
During the Remainder of his Pastorate in New 
York, 1857-1359. Chapter XV.—Additional Let- 
ters from Europe in 1851 and 1857. 

These familiar Letters of forty consecutive years, 
out of a life of fifty-five years, and addressed to 
one correspondent, furnish in themselves the best 
memoir of their writer. Over every thing in the 
shape of diary or autobiography, such a series has 
the advantage of presenting the man in the suc- 
cessive phases of his character and opinions, as 
well as in their final mould. In the collection 
now given to the public, the writer passes before 
us, in his own undisguised expressions, from the 
frivolities and crudities of fifteen to the maturity 
of his half century. 

ALSO JUST READY, 
SERMONS BY J. ADDISON ALEXANDER, D.D. 
Two vols., post 8vo, 830 pages. With a Portrait 
on steel. $2.50. 

These Sermons are the brilliant romains of a 

at scholar, a powerful preacher, and a devoted 
hristian. The fine conceptions of the author had 
all the advantages of accurate and pure style, and . 
often of the most felicitous expression.—Presbyte-. 
rian. 

Alexander’s, (James W., D.D.,) Discourses on 
Christian Faith and Practice. A new Edition in 
one volume. 12mo. Price reduced to $1.25. 

Lectures on the English Language. By the 
Hon. G. P. Marsh. 1 vol., octavo. $3. 

Memoir of the Duchess of Orleans, from the 
French. With a fine Portrait on steel. 1 vol., 
12mo. $1. 

*,* For sale by all Booksellers, and sent by 
mail, post-paid, on receipt of price. 

Published by C. SCRIBNER, 
june 2—It No. 124 Grand street, New York. 


SABBATH CHIMES.—Containing 100 

Tunes and 350 Hymns.—The best and cheap- 

est Sabbath-.school Music Book issued. The entire 

list of Tunes has been chosen with reference to the 

taste and wants of the whole School, not to those of 
trios or quartettes. 

The success of the former publications of the 
Compiler, (the pioneer of the cheap Sabbath-school 
Music now so general,) the sale of which is com- 
= by Aundreds of thousands, is a guarantee of 

is taste and judgment. 

Price only 10 cents in paper covers, 15 cents 
bound. A copy will be sent to any address, pre- 
paid, on receipt of the above price. 

Compiled and published by 

C. C. MUDGE, 
No. 48 Court street, Brooklyn, New York. 
june 2—4t 


UBLICATIONS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
BOARD OF PU BLICATION—WNo. 821 
Chestnut street, Philadelphia, since May 1, 1860. 
SERIES FOR YOUTH.—(18mo I]lustrated.) 
Tittle Annie’s First’ Thoughts about God. By 
Nellie Grahame. Pp. 87. 
The Lost Children; or, Henry and his Torch. 
By the author of the Widow’s Sixpence. Pp.82. 
12MO TRACTS. 
No. 239. Are You Baptized? Pp. 8. 
No. 240. Are Your Children Baptized? Pp. 8. 
No. 241. John’s Baptism not Christian Baptism. 


P 8. 
No. 242. Why I Lovemy Church. Pp. 8. 
183MO TRACT 


Man Responsible for his Belief. By the Rev. 
W. P. Breed. Pp. 71. Price 3 cents. 

The Board are now prepared to furnish the 
Church Register and Minutes of Session at the 

Church Register, plain, $2.50; full bound, $3.50. 

Session Book, for Minutes, 2, 3, and 4 quires, 
plain, $2.50, $3, and $3.50; full bound, $3.50, $4, 
and $4.75. : 

Register and Minutes bound together, plain, 
seas $4, and $4.50; full bound, $4.75, $5.25, and 

75 


" JOSEPH P. ENGLES, Publishing Agent. 
june 2—4t 


HE PRESBYTERIAN PARLOUR MAGA- 
ZINE.—Atrrep Nevin, D.D., Editor.—The 
Subscriber proposes to issue, on the Ist of June, 
1860, a new Monthly Journal, under this title, to 
be devoted to Science, Literature, and Religion. 
The size will be 8vo, cf not less than 48 pages. It 
will be printed on superior paper, with good type, 
and its general appearance will be neat and at- 
tractive. The succeeding numbers will be issued 
promptly at the beginning of each month. 

This Magazine will be of a religio-literary stamp, 
and of such a character as will make it a welcome 
visitor to any family anxious to guard the taste, 
intellect, and morals of its members. Purity 
variety, strength, and general interest, will mark 
all the selected and contributed articles wbich it 
contains. Due attention will be given to the re- 
view of books, and other recent publications. — 

The following list of Contributors will furnish 
any needed guarantee for the intellectual and moral 
character of the Monthly:—A. T. McGill, D.D., 
T. V. Moore, D.D., Joseph H. Jones, D.D., William 
E. Schenck, D.D., Samuel J. Baird, D.D., B. J. 
Wallace, D.D., Lewis Cheeseman, D.D., Rev. John 
Patton, Rev. W. J. R. Taylor, aay W. Thomp- 
son, D.D., Rev. 8. 8S. Sheddan, Rev. 8. Tustin, D.D., 
William M. Reynolds, D.D., Professor William M. 
Nevin, J. W. Scott, D.D., Rev. William PF. Breed, 
Rev. Charles W. Shields, D. Gilbert, M.D. 

With such an array of sanctified talent, and 
what will be yet engaged, the Publisher hopefully 
asks the generous patronage of the public, espe- 
cially as he will aim to make the Magazine wor- 
thy of its mission. 

The Publisher feels confident that it wili be 
regarded as no small recommendation of the en- 
terprise that the net profits of it are to be appro- 

riated annually to the “Fund for Disabled Min- 
isters,” and the needy widows and orphans of 
deceased ministers in the Presbyterian Church, 
and he will be happy to receive the necessary en- 
couragement at as early a day as possible. 

Pastors of churches will confer a special favour 
by selecting some suitable person or persons in 
their respective congregations to obtain subscrib- 
ers, for each of which the liberal allowarnce of 50 
cents will be granted. 


TERMS. 
For a single copy, oo per year. 
To Clubs—Five copies,- 5 


Ten copies, - - 
And abatement in price in corresponding propor- 
tion. Payment invariably in advance. *. 

ALLAN POLLOCK, Proprietor, 

No. 702 Chestnut street, a 

No. 1 of the above Magazine has just been 

issued, beautifully illustrated with two steel plates, 
and is for sale as above. june 2—3t 
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. RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

a Lerrens or Janse W., 
DD.  Constituting, with the Notes 
Memoir of.His Life, Edited by the Surviving 


oe 

“Correspondent, John.Hall, D.D. In two vol- 
-yomes. York, 1860, Charles 12mo, 
412 and 379.6 

It is remarkable that such a life-long correspond- 


Sence should have been preserved between two 
persons whose boyhood friendship had continued 
without a break for forty years, both correspond. 
ents, too, eminent for their scholarly attainments 
and excellence of character. This correspondence 
commences when both were boys, and ended only » 
with the death of Dr. Alexander. It will be ex- 
tremely pleasant to those acquainted with the 
weiter as exhibiting the moods of his mind, refer- 
ences to his studies, observations on men and 
events, expressed in the familiar phrase of unre- 
serve and friendship. Of course, it has pleased us 
as old acquaintances, and althongh some may think 
that a few of the letters had better been omitted, it 
will be generally acceptable. Two fine portraits, 
taken at different periods of life, are appended to 
the volumes, together with full indexes. © 


Rsprort oF Proresson Vatentine Mort's Surei- 
THE University or New 
York, Sessions 1859-60. By Samuel W. Fran- 
cis, member of Dr. Mott’s Surgical Staff. New 
York, 1860, 8S. 8S.§& W. Wood. 12mo, pp. 209. 
A beautifully printed volume, and embellished 
with a remarkably fine portrait of the venerated 
Professor. As we understand the word clinique, 
it denotes the remarks of the Professor to his class 
during their walks through the Hospital, in which 
he describes the cases which come under obser- 
vation, suggests appropriate remedies, and imparts 
general information on the various topics which 
are suggested. We may well conceive that so full 
a mind as that of Professor Mott, would pour 
fourth much that was valuable and instructive; 
and Dr. Francis has most intelligently reported 
nim. The book may be strongly commended to 
gentlemen of the medical profession. 


Tue American EccursiasticaL Yrar-Boox; Con- 
taining—l1st. The Present Religious Statistics of 
the World. 2. A Brief Religious History of all 
Denominations in all Countries during the Past 
Year. Volumel. The Religious Statistics and 
History of the Year 1859. 
Schem, Professor of Hebrew and Modern Lan- 
guages in Dickinson College. New York, 1860, 
H. Dayton. 12mo, pp. 236. 

As this is eminently a book of facts, it is im- 
portant to know, in order to vouch for its reliability, 
that the author is a gentleman of high literary 
eharacter, that he has authentic sources of informa- 

- tion, and that he has a peculiar penchant for statis- 
tics. So far as we have examined the details of 
the volume, we should judge that every care has 
been taken to secure its accuracy. We know of 
no book so full and satisfactory as this, and we 
should suppose that it would be in much demand 
as a book of reference. It certainly deserves atten- 
tion. 

PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS. 

The Atlantic Monthly for June, published by 
Ticknor & Fields, of Boston, combines useful and 
entertaining reading of a secular kind, furnished by 
some of the best and most skilled writers in the 
country. 

The Eclectic Magazine for June, edited by W. 
H. Bidwell, is a very valuable reprint of some of 
the best foreign Magazine literature. This number 
is excellent. 

Godey’s Lady’s Book for June has much variety, 
and is highly embellished. 

The Ladies’ Repository for June is also rich in 
its material. 

The Dangers of Youth, and Source of Security. 
A Sermon to the Students of La Grange Synodical 
College. By J. N. Waddel, D.D, Professor in the 
College. Excellent in fabric, and pervaded by 
useful counsels. 

New Light in Old Paths; a Dedication Sermon 
by the Rev. Henry M. Bacon, Pastor of the Presby- 
terian church in Covington, Indiana. This also is 
an able and intelligent discourse. 

We have received also the American Journal of 
Insanity, Hall’s Journal of Health for June, the 
Educator for May, the Home Missionary, Merry’s 
Museum, and Missionary Herald for June. Also 
Littell’s Living Age, No. 835. 

We have received the first number of the Pres- 
byterian Parlour Magazine, edited by the Rev. 
Alfred Nevin, D.D.,and published by Allan Pol- 
lock, Philadelphia. It is to be a monthly, and if 
the Presbyterian Magazine, edited by Dr. Van 
Rensselaer, is to be discontinued, this may properly 
take its place. Judging from the first number, the 
Magazine is likely to be well conducted, and many 
contributors are already engaged. Any profits 
accruing are to be devoted to the relief of disabled 
ministers and the widows and orphans of deceased 
ministers. 

“The Status of the Baptized Child,” is the title 
of a discourse preached by appointment of the 
Synod of Virginia, by the Rev. Arnold W. Miller 
of Petersburg, Virginia. The discussion is full and 
able, and the author sustains his views with not a 
little force. Some of his propositions and conclu- 
sions will be disputed, especially in regard to the 
amenability of baptized children to the discipline 
of the Church. A free and full discussion of the 
whole subject will serve to cast light on these mat- 
ters in dispute. 

The Gospel Preacher Declaring the Whole 

-Counsel of God. A Farewell Discourse by the 

Rev. W. B. Lee, now of Brooklyn, late of Fair 

Haven, Connecticut. Mr. Lee has recently come 

into the Old-school Presbyterian Church, and, as 

this sermon shows, is a sound, earnest, and faithful 
preacher of the gospel. 


TO AND AT THE ASSEMBLY. 


{CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN.] 


Valley of Chemung—Painted Post—Sullivan's Cam- 
paign--The Poor Indian—Avon— Whiskey that 
puts out Fire—Odd Cause of Delay—Valley of 
the Genessee—Rochester—Dr. William A. Scott— 
Personnel of the Assembly—The Great Debute— 
Presbyterianism, hyper and sub—Comity—A Ripple 
and a Requiescence—A Beauliful City—A Giant at 
Play and at Work—Ceres and Flora. 


Rocuesten, N. Y., May 24th, 1860. 

Messrs. Editors—On Thursday morning, May 
17tlf, at a very early hour, we left Elmira, New 
York, and joining, in the cars, a goodly number of 
Commissioners to the General Assembly, we pro- 
ceeded towards Rochester. A charming sunrise 
found us passing through the valley of the Chemung 
river—the latter a tributary of the north branch of 
the Susqueh and a lovely valley it is, and 
highly cultivated, and well studded with thriving 
villages, and neat and pleasant farm-houses. A 
succession of basins, separated by low ranges of 
hills, make upon the passer-by the impression that 
this whole region has once been studded with 
lakes, whose waters have long since been with- 
drawn, and whose beds, fertile with rich deposits, 
now wave in verdure, and will shortly brighten to 
gold as the harvest season comes on. 

“Painted Post,” a locality celebrated in the early 
history of this region, is now occupied by a very 
thriving and beautiful village. The exact site of 
the “painted post’ is now occupied by a large 
building; but the archzological zeal of the inhabi- 
tants still keeps up the post, planted as near to its 
ancient locality as it can be gotten, with the figure 
of an Indian surmounting it. It is a memorial of 
the past. It tells .a story of the red inan, and 
reminds the beholder that this lovely land was 
once the red man’s home. “Painted Post,” your 
readers will remember, was in colonial times, and 
until after the “poor Indian” was thrust out of 
these lovely haunts, a point of great importance—a 
sort of rendezvous for the tribes of the five nations, 

(Troquois,) especially when about to go on some 
war expedition. Perhaps the colour of the post 
(red) was itself a martial emblem. 

This region is the theatre of the military expedi- 
tion of the terrible Sullivan, who marched an army 
hither during the Revolutionary War, to chastise 
the Indians, who had committed horrid depreda- 

_ tions on our frontier. But I have not tine now to 

“ recur to these stirring events of the olden time. 
The red man is gone. A feeble remnant here and 
there only remain. At Niagara, Cayuga, and a 
few points along the railroad, you are approached 
by a few Indian women, with ornamental baskets, 
moccasins, satchels, and other fruits of their indus- 
try, to sell to the passer-by; and these are the only 
indications you perceive that there are any remains, 
in this region, of the powerful tribes that were 
once the sovereigns of the soil. 

Passing through Corning, Bath, and other bright 
villages, we found an excellent breakfast awaiting 
us at Avon—not the Avon that derived immortal 
fame from association with the name of England’s 
greatest bard, but a pleasant village within an 
hour’s run of this city. Here we were detained 
by an accident to a car that lay upon the track that 
we must needs use in passing on upon our journey. 

car in question was freighted with whiskey, 
and took fire; and as its liquid burden was sup- 
posed to be inflammable, the hands in charge of it 
stood aloof for fear of an explosion, to permit it to 
burn down. But they do say that when the fire 
came to the whiskey, and consumed the barrels so 
as to set the liquid free, the whiskey put out the 
fire. A didn’t see it, but give the story as it was 
told'on the spot. If it be true, it must be an odd 
sort of whiskey that burns men, yet extinguishes 
fire. And wasn’t it odd that whiskey should delay 
Commissioners on their way to the General As- 
sembly? 

Leaving Avon, we swept down the beautiful 
valley of the Genessee—and it zs beautiful—and 
arrived at Rochester just as the opening exercises 
of the General Assembly commenced. We found 
Dr Scott, of California, in the pulpit, agd just about 
:maouncing his text. The sermon has been re. 


- 


—_ 


ported and published in your Extra, so th 
| not characterize it. About the preacher, I will only 


By Alexander J.- 


at I need 


eay that the prominent marks of his pulpit exer- 
cises are earnestness and unaffected simplicity. 
When he géts up you can see, in his very de- 
tmeanor, the impersonation of that grand utterance 
of the great statesman of Kentucky, “I rise to do 
good!” And this expression of his manner is re- 
deemed by all he says in the pulpit. There is no 
attempt at creating sensation—no mannerism—no 
affectation of learning or oratory—but a simple and 
earnest endeavour to convey the truth of which he 
is treating to the minds of his hearers. Dr. Scott 
has been rernarkably successful as a preacher, both 
in.New Orleans and 1n his present field, San Fran- 
cisco; and so far as J can ascertain, the secret of 
that success lies chiefly in three things:—1. An 
earnest and simple preaching of the cruss. 2. A 
vigilant watching and improvement of providential 
events as they pass. 3. Reliance upon the power 
of the Holy Ghost. 

Of the General Assembly not much can be -said 
that would distinguish it from many of its prede 
cessors. One thing is noticeable by a habitue of 
this annual convocation, viz., the very large propor- 
tion of new faces. There is perhaps a smaller 
number present of ministers and elders that are 
wont to be at the Assembly; yet it embodies a 
large amount of ability. Iam not of the number, 
as you know, who, holding to the parwy of the 
clergy, yet practically destroy it by everlastingly 
ringing changes upon those names which either do 
really belong to great men, or which belong to 
men rendered conspicuous by position, the furce of 
circumstances, or their own ingenuity in climbing. 
But it will not be considered invidious to mention 


venerable and dignified Spring, the profound and 
eloquent Thornwell, the genial and eloquent 
Krebs, the sedate and impassive Boardman, the 
able and devoted Adger, the fluent, and spright- 
ly Smith, the judicious and venerable Edgar, 
the lovely, zealous, and beloved White, and last, 
but not least in point of intellectual vigour, the 
Moderator, Yeomans, 
worthy of a place on this catalogue, but these are 
mentioned as names familiar to the ears of al] 
Presbyterians. Among the ruling elders of mark, 
are Hon. Lincoln Clark, of Iowa; Major Preston, of 
Virginia; Colonel Snowden, of Philadelphia; Hon. 
Samuel Galloway, of Ohio; and Doty, of the same 
State; but as 1 have sent you the roll, you can se- 
lect the names to complete this list. Let it suffice 
to say, there is present in one great Sanhedrim a 
large amount of the talent of the Church. 

As your reports will show, a large portion of the 
time of the Assembly has been taken up by a dis 
cussion of the question relating to proposed changes 
in the Boards of the Church. Great ability in de- 
bate has been exhibited on both sides. The Magnus 
Apollo of South Carolina, if his arguments have not 
convinced a majority of his brethren that his views 
ought to prevail, has awakened increased admira 
tion for his great forensic and didactic ability; and 


Church for his very able, lucid, and eloquent expo- 
sitions of the theory of her constitution, and its 
scriptural authority. If your correspondent may 
express an opinion, his theory is right, so far as re- 
lates to the great elements of Presbyterian principle 
and polity; but he is perhaps inclined to take 
stronger ground in regard to the jure Divino form 
of the Church; and he errs in applying his princi- 
ples, by denying to the Church the full and free use 
of a principle, which, as he himself insists, pervades 


agency, and the right of the Church to exercise free 
discretion in using such forms of agency as she 
may deem expedient for carrying on her evange- 
lizing work, 

Dr. Thornwell was ably sustained in his views 
by his colleague, Dr. Adger, and by Dr. Sinith of 
Union Seminary. Dr. Hodge, Dr. Krebs, Dr. 
Boardman, and others went for the statu quo. Dr. 
Hodge was upon, perhaps, the other extreme from 
Dr. Thornwell. The one finds more, the other less 


| developed Presbyterianism in the Bible; whilst both 


agree that it is there, and Loth agrec in all its main 
ele:nents. 

The entire discussions of the Assembly have 
been characterized by comity and good-feeling. 
A slight ripple upon the bosom of the river of 
brotherly kindness seemed for a moment to arise 
during the discussion upon the changes of the 
Boards. Dr. Thornwell was understood to quote 
Princeton against Princeton (Dr. McGill against 
Dr. Hodge) in his speech, (which you have re- 
ported in this week’s regular issue) and for a 
moment the waters seemed agitated; but it was 
only for a moment. The Spirit of Him who 
quieted with a word the storm-driven bosom of 
Gennesaret was so evidently present, and in such 
power, that a good understanding was at once 
effected by an explanation, which you also have 
laid before your readers. 

But what sort of a place is Rochester? do 
your readers ask? Well, many of them know, and 
more of them do not; from personal observation; 
and I have hardly space in the remainder of this 
letter to give mine opinion. I will say, in brief, it 
is acity. A beautiful city! Beautiful for situation; 
beautiful in its plan; beautiful in its improve- 
ments; and, like Damascus, beautiful for its waters. 
It lies upon a gently undulating plain, upon both 
sides of the river Genessee. It claims fifty thou- 
sand inhabitants; and, for the stateliness and sta- 
bility of its business edifices, the superb beauty 
and elegance of its residences, the completeness of 
its drainage, the cleanliness (dust always excepted 
in dry weather) of its streets, the elegance of its 
churches and other public buildings, (the Plymouth 
Church, Congregational, is peculiarly elegant,) and 
the general neatness and substantiality of its 
material structure, it is a city “as is a city.” A 
bird’s-eye view, which I enjoyed from the cupola 
of the City Hall, impressed me with the belief 
that it covers about half as much of an area as 
does Philadelphia. Every resident has a lot of 
of an acre, mostly ornamented, and 
made at least snug, often elegant, by shrubbery and 
flowers, and other artistic improvements. Its 
summer robes are not yet fully donned; but even 
now, as I gaze from this giddy height upon it, it 
appears a city of chateaus embosomed in groves. 
If Ceres reigns over the broad and beautiful and 
fertile plains of Genessee, Fiora holds the sceptre 
in the city from May to September, with the excep- 
tion of those parts where Pluto has reared his 
superterrene temples, aud reigns over goods and 
gold. And even in the business streets shade is 
not always neglected. It is a pretty city. The 
Genessee, entering the city at its south-west angle, 
sweeps in a graceful course around its southern 
side, passes through its centre, and, like a giant at 
play, leaps from ledge to ledge of the sturdy rock 
that here lies in his path, and, before withdrawing 
from the city limits, almost appals you by a per- 
pendicular plunge of ninety feet. ‘The corporation 
seems not to heed the giants noisy gambols; but 
when they are completed, permit him to go gam- 
bolling on till, wearied with his romp, he goes to 
bed with his grandfather in broad Ontario. But 
for the neighbourhood of that grandfather (Nia- 
gara) this water-giant would be a wonder that 
would attract pilgrims from afar to witness his 
might, and to listen to his eternal hymn. But the 
cataract of Genessee is forgotten in the greater 
grandeur of Niagara! Despairing, then, of making 
any thing out of him as a show, the thrifty Roches- 


.terians have set the giant to work, and during his 


entire sojourn with them they employ his powers in 
propelling their numerous mills and manufactories. 

Into a description of these sources of wealth it 
might be pleasant to enter, but I have neither space 
nor time just now. The grand New York canal— 
great monument of great Clinton’s energetic states- 
manship—crosses the river in the heart of the city, 
and at right angles with the river's course, upon 
one of the most magnificent aqueducts that art has 
ever con-tru ted. It is of solid and the best of 
masonry, and leaps the broad, deep streams upon 
its arches, with a canal in its bosom seven feet 
deep by forty wide. 

The canal and river cut the city into four sec- 
tions; but so numerous and spacious are the bridges 
over both, that there is no great inconvenience 
suffered. So massive are some of the bridges 
that you cross the river almost without knowing 
that it flows beneath; and in some places huge 
ware-houses are built over the stream upon sturdy 
arches of solid masonry. | 

So far as we have had opportunities of observa- 
tion, the people seem as pleasant as the place. 
The General Assembly was received with a large 
aud liberal hospitality. The Committee of .Ar- 
rangements were indefatigable in their efforts, and 
very successful; and all of us are entertained in 
elegant—many of us in truly princely style. 

Last evening the WHOLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
with their ladies and other strangers attendant 
upon the sessions, together with the families of 
Rochester that entertained them, were invited to 
the house of Freeman Clark, Esq., in Alexander 
street. The invitation was accepted—all went— 
and they had, as Dr. K would phrase it, “a 
good time generally, and a grand one.” The resi- 
dence is palatial in its dimensions and all its ap- 
pointments—the grounds highly ornamental—the 
house was ablaze with light from basement to 
dome—coloured lights adorned the shrubbery— 
a light resembling the Drummond light (but the 
invention of a relative of Mr. Clark,) flooded the 
grounds with brilliancy—a band of music discours- 
ed inspiriting strains during the evening upon the 
lawn. The table ornaments were superb, the re- 
freshments delicious and abundant, even for that 
vast throng. The ladies were brilliant, the gentle- 
men agreeable. Mr. and Mrs. Clark and their 
family and friends exerted themselves very suc- 
cessfully to enhance the agreeableness of the occa- 
sion—and altogether, it was what the French 
world cali a brilliant success. And if some of your 
fellow-citizens, who seem to associate nothing but 
predestination and social acerbity with the Presby- 
terian name, had been there, “I guess” they'd have 
found out that we have some other good points 
about us besides the celebrated “five points” of our 
theology. Familiar with the levees and receptions 
of Washington, I must say I never witnessed any 


thing there marked by more elegance or agreeable- 


such nameg.as the learned and lucid Hodge, the - 


Others, by the score, are 


he has laid a strong claim upon the gratitude of his | 


our whole system, viz., the principle of vicarious - 


ness. Some eight hundred were present, and all | 
seemed to enjoy the evening “mightily.” 


To-morrow the Assembly and strangers in at- 


‘tendance upon its sessions, gentlemen and ladies, 


£0, by invitation of the New York Central Railroad, 
to Niagara. General Gould and the other mana- 
gers of the road are doing the thing most hand- 
somely. But I hope to be able to write the history 
of the excursion in my next. I will only add that 
I have not enumerated all the generous outgoings 
of Rochester hospitality. And it is not confined to 
the families of our own denomination. Congrega- 
tionalists and New school Presbyterians are as 
genial in their kindness as any, and we have de- 
lightful proof that we all belong to the same bro- 
therhood of faith. 

Your types, in my last, made the Susquehanna 
river “run,” instead of “ sever,” the mountains that 
“spun,” instead of “spur,” out from the Allegheny. 

NESHANOCK. 


LETTER of Rev. Dr. BRECKINRIDGE 


The following letter from the Rev. 
Dr. William L. Breckinridge, Moderator of 
the General Assembly of 1859, declining. 
to accept the appointment of the Louisville 
Presbytery as its Commissioner to the Gen- 
eral Assembly, was brought to our office 
several weeks since; but as it was directed 
to the Stated Clerk of the Louisville Pres- 
bytery, and as it was not accompanied by 
any vote requesting its publication, we pre- 
sumed that it was merely intended that we 
should make use of its principal fact, which 
we did at the time. We learn, however, 
that it was Dr. Breckinridge’s wish that it 


should appear in our paper as well as in 


the Herald ; and as it contains his justi- 
fication of the principle on which his de- 
clinature was founded, he desires its publi- 
cation still. We accord with the writer in 
his views that it is unreasonable in any 
Presbytery to appoint any of its members, 
while they are absent, to represent them in 
any particular line of policy. Their obvi- 
ous duty is to ascertain beforehand the 
particular views of their nominees, and to 
withhold their election of them, should they 
not be satisfactory. The doctrine of in- 
struction, we think, should extend no fur- 
-ther than this. 


OAKLAND COLLEGE, 
April 23d, 1860. 
Rey. Dr. Hill, Stated Clerk 
of the Presbytery of Louisville. 

Dear Brother—The Presbyterian Herald of 
the 12th inst. has brought me the proceedings 
of-our Presbytery, in session at Owensboro on 
the 6th inst. They make known to me that I 
was chosen a Commissioner to the General 
Assembly, and further, that ‘“‘the Presbytery 
heartily approves (and requests the Commis- 


sioners to sustain) the action of the General . 
Assembly of 1859, and also that of 1848, on |! 


the subject of the relations of the Church of 
Christ and voluntary societies formed for the 
purposes of art, literature, and secular morali- 
ty.” In the report of the proceedings it is 
added that ‘this resolution called out an ear- 
nest and animated discussion, in which its 
passage was advocated by Messrs. Robinson, 
Rice, and others, and opposed by Messrs. Mat- 
thews, Hopkins, [Iill, and others! The mo- 
tion was finally adupted without a count.” 

I recognize the absolute freedom of the 
Presbytery in the choice of its Commissioners. 
I acknowledge the right of the Presbytery to 
see that its mind is represented in the Assem- 
bly, whether by positive instructions, or by 
making known its wishes and controlling the 
subject in some other way. I disavow all 
claim to a seat in the next Assembly in virtue 
of my position as Moderator of the last, except 
such as may arise from the usage of the Pres- 
byteries and the courtesy which is due to the 


General Assembly, and to a minister who has | 


not forfeited the respect and confidence of his 
brethren. 


with a sermon, and presiding until another 
Moderator shall be chosen, is subject to the 


pleasure of the Presbytery; and by the Pres- | 
bytery I mean the actual majority in a lawful | 


meeting, whether that majority be accidental, 
or whether it truly express the mind of the 
persons who properly and usually compose 
the body. 

There is a very clear and wide distinction 
to be taken between the action of the Assem- 
bly of 1859 and that of the Assembly of 1848, 
cited by the Presbytery. The latter declares 
that the Church has no power to require of its 
members the support of the societies in ques- 
tion, while it asserts the right, and on occa- 
sion the duty, of the Church to favor or oppose 
them, according to its judgment of their merits. 
This view of the subject I do heartily approve. 
I trust that I shall be ready at all times to de- 
fend and support it. 

But the action of the Assembly of 1859 de- 
nies to the Church all right to have any thing 
to do with such Institutions. Believing this 
view of the subject to be false in its principle, 
narrow in its spirit, and every way hurtful in 
its influence, I do heartily condemn it, and 
I can do nothing under any circumstances to 
support it. It is plainly in conflict with the 
sentiments and usages of our branch of the 
Church from the beginning. I think it has 
been justly described as setting forth a ‘ new 
and startling doctrine.” I find no warrant 
for itin the letter of the divine wurd, or in 
the spirit of the gospel. I believe that it was 
inadvertently uttered by the last Assembly, 
without arresting the attention of the body, 
and now that it has fairly engaged the thoughts 
of the Church, I do not doubt that it will be 
disavowed by the coming Assembly. 

My brethren were not ignorant that I enter- 
tain these opinions. They were not uttered 
in the Assembly because I was in the chair, 
and not on the floor. But they were freely 
expressed in the Synod of Kentucky, and came 
into the newspapers through the report of the 
proceedings of that body, whose mind was 
very clearly and strongly declared to the same 
effect; and they have never been concealed in 
private, while they have not been pressed upon 
vthers. My brethren certaiuly du not expect 
me to change them, unless on the conviction 
of reasun. Tuey can hardly expect me to 
support the opposite of them in the General 
Assembly. Onder these circumstances, there 
seems tv remain nothing for me to do, with a 
becoming respect for them and fur myself, but 


to decline the service to which they have ap- 


pointed me. 

You will be assured that I Jo this with much 
regret, while the necessity for it has taken me 
altogether by surprise, Had any of my bre- 
thren intimated to me, before | left them, the 
purpose which has now been executed, I would 
have relieved us all of the present embarrass- 
ment, by declining the appvintment in ad- 
vance—excusing myself to the Assembly as 
well as I could. I[t would afford me great 
pleasure, if the will of God were so, to repre- 
sent the Presbytery of Louisville in the Gene- 
ral Assembly once more, before dissolving my 
connection with it—which must follow my 
removal to my new and distant home—a con- 
nection which has subsisted very happily 
through so many years. I shall not cease to 
cherish a deep concern for my brethren in the 
ministry, and for the churches in this venera- 
ble and honoured Presbytery. Peace be to the 
brethren, and love, with faith, from God the 
Father, and our Lord Jesus Ubrist. Grace be 
with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity! 

Will you do me the kindness to give this 
letter an early place in the Presbyterian Herald, 
that the members of the Presbytery, and of the 
churches belonying to it, and our brethren of 
the General Assembly, may know why I shall 
nut be present to perfurm the service which 
the ancient usage olf the Church requires of 
me. I am, very truly, yours, 

. L. BreckINRIDGE. 


For the Presbyterian. 


CORRECTION. 


Fort Wayne, Indiana, May 21, 1860. 

Messrs. Editors—In the notice of the 
History of the First Presbyterian Church 
of this place, in your issue of the 12th inst., 
there is an error. The author is not a 
minister. An humble position amongst the 
ruling eldership is all that he can claim. 
The Rev. John M. Lowrie is the faithful 
and beloved pastor of the Fort Wayne 
Church. His recent settlement amongst 
us, and my long residence—having been 
ordained as a ruling elder twenty-six years 
ago, in the ‘‘Carpeuter-shop Sanctuary” — 
seemed to devolve this work upon me. You 
will notice also, that much of the civil and 
military history of this region is interwoven 
with the religious. 

Having no claims to a station so honoured 
and so sacred as that of a minister of the 
gospel, perhaps you will take the trouble 
briefly to correct the mistake. 


Very truly, 


HE, PR 


WORK OF GRACE, 


Messrs Editors—A Communion meeting 
was commenced on Friday, 4th of May, in 
the Presbyterian church at Tuskaloosa, Ala- 
bama. It was soon evident that the people 
of.God were being revived. Petitions came 
in from parents, requesting special prayers 
for their children. The pastor’s heart seem- 
ed heavily burdened for the revival of re- 
ligion in his congregation, and the salvation 
of those who were still in their sins. 

An inquiry-meeting was appointed for 
Monday morning. More than a dozen per- 
sons came, some of whom manifested a deep. 
concern for their souls. Inquirers increased 
daily. While new ones were coming to ask 
theeway to Zion, many were also finding the 
Saviour precious. Preaching was continued 
for nearly two weeks. The results, as far as 
made known, were the repentance of some 
Christians who felt that they had backslid- 
den in heart—the renewed consecration of 
others, and a general purpose in the church 
to discharge religious duties with more faith- 
fulness. During the progress of the meet- 
ing about thirty persons professed to have 
found peace in believing. The Female In- 
stitute under the charge of Professor and 
Mrs. Stafford was greatly blessed. Several 
of their day scholars, and nearly all of their 
boarders, who were not already members 
of the Church, were brought to Christ. 
“There was great joy in that city.” It 
was not the work of man; to the Lord be 
all the praise. 

The Tuskaloosa Church has _ heretofore 
suffered a great diminution of membership, 
from deaths and removals. The transfer of 
the capital to Montgomery not only left so- 
cial and commercial: stagnation behind, but 
seriously affected the churches. 

There are now, however, cheering signs 
of recovery. On every hand you see life, 
thrift, and improvement. The population is 
supposed to have reached as high a number 
as at any former period. Their railroad is 
in progress which is destined to unite them 
with New Orleans and New York. 

A more lovely town is rarely seen. Its 
wide streets with triple rows of willow oaks, 
its palatial residences and their spacious 


yards are the admiration of all visitors. <= 


Our church there has had a succession of 
faithful ministers, some of whose names are 
in all the churches—Cunningham, Stanton, 
Williams, W. A. Scott, and Daniel Baker. 
The widow of the first still resides there, 
the connecting link between the present 
and a former generation. - 

The Rev. Dr. White, who has charge of 
the church, has been its pastor about fifteen 
years; and, as far as my knowledge extends, 
his pastorate is the oldest now existing in 
the Synod of Alabama. 

May the shower that has watered his con- 


gregation reach all our churches. 
H. R. R. 


— 


For the Presbyterian. | 
South Carolina Bible Convention. 


To the President and Officers of the Bible Soci- 


_eties and Branches in South Carolina. 

Deak BrerarEN—As Agent of the 
American Bible Society, in and for the 
State of South Carolina, I beg leave to re- 
mind you that the State Bible Convention 
meets at Sumpter, South Carolina, on Tues- 
day night, July 10th, at 8 o’clock, when 
the opening sermon will be preached by the 


Rev. C. P. Gadsden, principal, Rev. John 


The duty imposed upon me by the ; 
will of the last Assembly, of opening the next | 


T. Wightman, alternate. It is desirable 
that all the Bible Societies in the State 
should be represented. Will you please 
have a meeting of your Executive Commit- 
tee called at an early day, and appoint at 
least five Delegates to the Convention, and 
urge them to attend, and to come with brief 


LS BYTI 


reports? All the railroads in the State, ex. . 
cept the South Carolina, have agreed to pass © 


Delegates to the Convention to and fro for 
one fare; and this road passes ministers at 
all times for half price. A Committee of 
Arrangements have been appointed by the 
Sumpter Bible Society, and ample provisions 
will doubtless be made for all who may at- 
tend. Those persons who intend coming 
will please send their names to J. D. Bland- 
ing, Esq., at Sumpter, South Carolina. 

Four trains pass Sumpter dai!ly,—two 
northern and two southern. Those who 
will arrive upon the north end of the,road 
had better take the train which reaches 
Sumpter at half-past one o’clock, P.M.; 
those from the south of Kingsville, that 
which arrives at twenty minutes past five 
o'clock, P.M. 

‘ The Rev. James H. McNeill, Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the American Bible Socie- 
ty, will address the Convention. 

All Ministers of the Gospel, Life Direc- 
tors, and Life Members, are affectionately 
invited to attend. : | 

Important matters will be brought before 
the Convention. Please see that your So- 
ciety is represented without fail. 

Yours truly, Epwin A. BoLues. 


PROGRAMME OF ARRANGEMENTS 


FOR COMMEMORATING THE TRICENTENARY OF THE 
REFORMATION FROM PUPERY IN SCOTLAND. 


The Reformation from Popery in 1560 
is one of the most important events in the 
history of the Church of Christ in Scot- 
land, and has been productive of the great- 
est and best results. For peculiar rea- 
sons, this event was not specially com- 
memorated in the years 1660 and 1760: 
but, in the merciful providence of God, 
our lot has fallen in better times, and there- 
fore a Tricentenary of the Reformation will, 
God willing, be commemorated in Edin- 
burgh in the year 1860. 

Such a commemoration cannot fail to 
have the effect of drawing forth the sym- 
pathies of every Protestant in our land, as 
well as of Protestant Scotchmen in all parts 
of the world, and ought to result in some 
combined and vigorous effort to resist the 
aggressions of Rome, and perpetuate the 
innumerable blessings of the Reformation. 

Such a movement is due to the memory 
of our reforming fathers, who shed their 
blood for those glorious principles which 
have made our land great, and is much 
called for in the present times, when Rome 
is plying her machinations so artfully and 


successfully, while the principles of the | 


Reformation are suffered by many to sink 
into comparative oblivion, and great masses 
of our people and their children are being 
tempted, and some of them entrapped, by 
the wiles of the “ Man of Sin.” 

With the view of carrying out this com- 
memoration on a broad and unsectarian 
basis, in addition to all that separate 
Churches may do, there will be with devo- 
tional exercises, a series of meetings held 
in Edinburgh during four days, beginning 
on Tuesday, the 14th day of August, 1860, 
to which not only Protestant Scotchmen at 
home, but Protestants from all lands, and 
of all evangelical denominations, are hereby 
invited, and at which papers, forming the 
basis of conversation, will be read, illustra- 
tive of the civil and religious history of 
Scotland before, at, and subsequent to the 
Reformation,—with special reference to our 
present duty,—the great object of such 
papers being to enlighten the people on the 
true nature of the Reformation in Scotland, 
and its blessed results. The papers may 
embrace such subjects as the following: 

I. State of Scotland, civil and religious, 
before the Reformation. 

II. Immediate causes that led to the Re-. 
formation. 

III. The hand of God in the Reforma- 
tion. 

IV. The Reformation itself, and what it 


accomplished. 


V. The principal characters that figured 
in the Scottish-Reformation. | 
VI. The imperfections of the Reforma- 


in Scotland. 
J.L Witttrams. ,; VII. Contrast of the Scottish Reforma- 


R 


N. 


LA 


tion with the Reformation in other coun- 
tries. 

VIII. Leading doctrinal principles of the 
Reformation in Scotland. 

IX. Subsequent history and present state 
of Scotland in reference to Protestantism. 

X. Recent advances of Rome, and the 
causes of them. 

XI. Present duties of Scottish Protest- 
ants towards their own land. 

XII. Importance of a Protestant Insti- 
tute at Edinburgh, to reach the educated 
youth and the future ministers and teachers 
of Scotland, and recent experience-in con- 
nection with the training of students in the 
distinctive principles of the Reformation. 

XIII. State of Protestantism in England, 
with the dangers thence arising. 

XIV. State of Protestantism in Ireland, 
and causes of the limited diffusion of the 
principles of the Reformation in that coun- 
try, with its present state and prospects in 
connection with the late remarkable revival 
of religion. 

XV. State of Protestantism in the vari- 
ous colonies of Great Britain, and the sup- 
port given to Popery by their respective 
governments. 

XVI. State of Protestantism in the con- 
tinents of Europe and America, with the 
duty of Scottish Protestants in reference 
thereto. 


XVII. The present state of Popery gene- | 


rally, but especially in Rome and the States 


| ofthe Roman Catholic Church, and in Great 


Britain. 


These, and similar topics, which may | 


occur to any friends who intend to be pre- 
sent, will form appropriate subjects for essays, 
to be followed by free conversation, and ac- 
companied with devotional exercises. 


HYMN, BY A BAPTIZED HINDU. 


O+thou, my soul, forget’no more 

The Friend who all thy sorrows bore: 
Let every idol be forgot ; 

But, O my soul! forget him not. 


Jesus for thee a body takes, 

Thy guilt assumes, thy fetters breaks, 
Discharging all thy dreadful debt; 
And canst thou e’er such love forget? 


Renounce thy works and ways with grief, 
And fly to this most sure relief ; 

Nor him forget who left his throne, 

And for thy life gave up his own. 


Infinite truth and mercy shine 

In him, and he himself is thine; 

And canst thou then, with sin beset, 
Such love, such matchless love forget? © 


O, no! till life itself depart, 


And, lisping this, from earth I’ll rise, 
To join the chorus of the skies. 
— Krishnu. 


Farm and Garden. 


THE CaTTLE DIsEASE IN MASSACHU- 
SETTS.—The prompt measures taken by the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, relative to the 
dangerous cattle disease noted in our last, 
were not a whit too speedy ordecisive. But 
a short time would have been sufficient to 
disseminate it beyond control; the examina- 
tions already made, show its progress to have 
been even greater than was suspected. It 
will be well for the country if the thorough 
means used shall prevent the further spread 
of what has proved a scourge of the cattle 
herds of Europe. The commissioners ap- 
pointed by the Legislature have examincd 
the cattle in the towns of Belmont, North 
Brookfield, and New Braintree, and found 
that the infection had been taken by nearly 
or quite every animal exposed to it. Even 
where the creature appeared healthy exter- 
nally, dissection showed the lungs diseased. 
In one or two cases there appeared a possi- 
bility of recovery, but usually it was plain 
that death must soon have resulted. One 
hundred and eight cattle had been slaugh- 
tered up to the date of May 3d, and more 
than two hundred more have been con- 
demned. The appropriation ($10,000) 
made to remunerate the owners, having 
already been exceeded, the Massachusetts 
Society for promoting Agriculture sub- 
scribed $2,000 towards a guaranty fund to 
meet additional cost, and several public- 
spirited gentlemen have contributed liber- 
ally to the same purpose, sufficient it is 
thought to meet the required outlay. It is 
reasonably expected that the Legislature 
will make up this sum at its next session; 
at one time it was proposed to call an extra 
session for the especial purpose. It is sta- 
ted that the disease is now confined to the 
town of North Brookfield, and that by de- 


stroying the remaining infected herds, and - 


using proper precautionary measures, it will 
be eradicated. 


Piant Corn 1n JunE.—The weather 
has been so dry and favourable for field- 
work, that most persons had ample time to 
put in all desirable crops. The indications 
are that the season will be more favourable for 
corn, than for grass and oats, which cannot 
bear the heat and drought sowell. It may, 
therefore, not come amiss to get in an extra 
acre or two of corn, and this can be done 
well in the first week of June. We have 
seen many a good crop of this grain planted 
as late as June 6th to 10th. When the 
seed is put into a warm soil, it starts quickly 
and grows rapidly, and not unfrequently 
overtakes that planted a month earlier. The 
prospect ahead now appears favourable for 
‘good times” again. Let every one help 
on the country and himself, by planting 
‘‘one acre” more this month. 


CurE ror GAPES IN CHICKENS.—I have 

tried the following plan, and found it a cer- 
tain cure for gapes in chickens :—Take a 
medium-sized broom splint, with a sharp 
knife make two or three barbs near the 
large end. Open the mouth of the chicken, 
having its neck drawn straight, and, as the 
windpipe is opened for breath, put in the 
instrument, and, running it carefully down 
the full length of the windpipe, turn it 
around and draw it up, when one or more 
small red worms, an inch in length, will be 
found caught io the barbs. I have taken 
out four worms at one insertion. Two or 
three operations are often necessary, but if 
faithfully performed, the remedy is sure.— 
American Agriculturist. 


GraPe CuLTURE.—A correspondent of 
the Ploughman writes as follows:—As your 
journal has an extended circulation, and 
is read every week by thousands, I thought 
I would submit a few ideas about the 
culture of the grape vine, particularly to 
those who neglected to prune their vines 
last autumn. It will not do to prune grape 
vines but a few days longer this spring, for 
the sap will soon commence to circulate. 
It is quite desirable to know how to treat 
old vines, so that you will not lose the fruit 
of any season, and they may be got into 
good shape by regular pruning, so that all the 
walls, trellises and surface, may be regularly 
covered with the fruit evenly over the whole 
vine. I have some old vines that I have 
treated successfully on a plan mainly as 
follows: —I prune severely one year, in 


order that the vine may throw up a large 


lot of new canes. Next year cut away the 
old wood down as far as is needed, then 
train the new wood, some horizontally, the 
rest in a fan form upon the trellises. This 
gives me command of the vines till I can 
arrange my permanent canes, and cover my 
trellises. I have rarely seen my vines look 
as well as they do at the present time. My 
canes are of last year’s growth; all the old 


| wood is cut away. A large number of old 


vines may be found rambling over trellises, 
walls, fences, on roofs and sides of houses. 
The roots of these are capable of supplying 
substance to a vast deal of bearing wood, 
and of ripening a great many more grapes, 
if a proper system of pruning and training 
is pursued with the vines. 


His name shall cheer and warm my heart; | she heard me! 


Column, 


THE TURTLE DOVE’S NEST. 
Very high in the pine tree, 

The little turtle. dove 
Made a pretty little nursery, 

To please her little love. 
She was gentle, she was soft, 

And her large dark eye 

Often turned to her mate, 

Who was sitting close by. 


‘*Coo,” said the turtle-dove; 
**Coo,” said she, 
“Oh! I love thee,” said the turtle-dove, 
** And I love thee.” 
In the long shady branches 
Of the dark pine tree, 
How happy were the doves, 
In their little nursery! 


The young turtle-doves 
Never quarreled in the nest; 
For they dearly loved each other, 
Though they loved their mother best. 
““Cvoo,” said the little doves, 
‘‘Coo,” said she. 
And they played together kindly 
In the dark pine tree. 


Is this nursery of yours, 
Little sister, little brother, 
Like the turtle-dove’s nest? 
Do you love one another? 
Are you kind, are you gentle, 
As children ought to be? 
Then the happiest of nests 
Is your own nursery. 


“FORGIVE YOUR BNEMIES. 

“O, mother!” said Maggie Grey, as she 
flung herself on the stool at her mother’s feet, 
and buried her face in her lap—‘‘O, mother!” 
and she sobbed as if her heart would break. 

‘‘What is the matter, darling ?” said Mrs. 
Gray, stroking her bright hair; ‘‘ what is the 
matter?” 

mother!” sobbed Maggie, Agnes Mait- 
land asked me to come to her party tu-morrow 
evening, and I said I would ask you; and in 
school she wanted me to do her sums for her, 
and I told her I had not time, and she got 
angry. Atrecess, Mollie May and Laura Bayne 
and I were playing ‘hide and go seek,’ and it 
was Laura’s turn to blind. I hid behind the 
school-house door, and directly Agnes and Ida 
Morton came in, and stood in the door; and 
Agues said, ‘I hope she wont come to my 
party to-morrow; she would not do my sums 
| for me this morning; I cannot bear her.’ 
When she said that, I knew she meant me, and 
I walked right out, and she said, ‘ Dear me, 
Just then the bell rang, and 

we had to go in. I felt so bad that I could 
| not study, and in the spelling class Agnes got 
above me. Mrs. Larton told me she would 
excuse me if I was ill, and [ came home.” 

After a fresh burst of tears, Maggie added, 
‘‘O mother! I hate her, I do!” 

“ Forgive your enemies; love them that hate 
you; bless them that persecute you and des- 
pitefully use you,” said her mother softly. 
Long did she talk with her thus, and when 
she was done she knelt with her, and implored 
God to give her darling a right spirit, that she 
could, like Jesus, furgive her enemies. When 
they rose, Maggie felt that it was better to 
forgive than to hate. 

That evening she went over to see Agnes. 
She found her in tears. ‘“O Maggie! can you 
ever forgive me!” she exclaimed, as she threw 
her arms around her friend’s neck. ‘* Yes, dear 
Agnes, yes;” and again Maggie felt that it 
was better to forgive than to hate.— Little 
Pilgrim. 


COATESVILLE SEMINARY, 
MALE AND FEMALE, 
| COATESVILLE, CHESTER COUNTY, PA. 
James E. Girrin, A.M., Principal and Proprietor. 
This Seminary is located in Coatesville, on the 
Pennsylvania Central Railroad, about thirty-seven 
miles from Philadelphia, and sixty-two from Har- 
risburg. It is easy of access from any part of the 
Union, and is in the midst of a moral and refined 
population. There could not be a more healthy 
and romantic situation. It possesses the advan- 
tages of having a daily mail, a telegraph office, 
and an Adams’ Express office. The next Session 
will open the Ist day of May. The School is 
sound and practical in every department. The 
Course of Study embraces every thing that is 
taught in the best Colleges of our country. The 
School is organized on the most approved plan of 
the best Institutions in the New England States. 
Ladies and Gentlemen are entirely separate, ex- 
cept in recitations; in truth, they have less inter- 
course than at home. The Teachers occupy apart- 
ments in the buildings, and there is no association 
of the sexes but in the presence of their Instructors. 
The happy influence mutually exerted in their 
slight association in the recitation rvom, at the 
table, and in the public exercises, is to be seen in 
the cultivation of a cheerful and animated dispo- 
sition, in the formation of good,habits and manners, 
in ardent devotion to study, and in the attainment 
of high moral character. These, with many other 
valuable results, have established the fact that the 
best plan for a School is, according to the evident 
design of Providence in the constitution of society, 
on the basis of a well-regulated Christian family. 
Ladies, equally with the gentlemen, are bene- 
fitted by this arrangement. The numerous and 
crowded Schools of this kimd spreading over the 
country, fully attest the correctness of this plan. 


Accomumopations.—The buildings will accommo- 
date about one hundred boarders, besides a large 
number of day seholars. The rooms are large and 
well ventilated. and part of the grounds attached 
are used for Calisthenic exercises. 


EXPENSES. + 


1. Boarding. Washing, Light, and Tuition 
in the English branches, per Session of 


twenty weeks, - - - $75.00 
2. Ancient or Modern Languages, each 5.00 
3. Music on the Piano, - - 15.00 
4. Use of Instrument for practising, 3.00 
5. Linear and Perspective Drawing, or 
6. Coloured Crayoning, - - 5.00 


10.00 


7. Music on the Violin, - - 
Balance at the close 


8. Payable in advance, $40. 
of the Session. 

Each Student will be charged from the time he 
or she may enter the Institution, until the end of 
the Session; and no deduction will be made under 
any circumstances, except in case of protracted 
sickness. | 

No extras unless by previous agreement. 

Apmissron.—All Students from a distance, male 
and female, are required to board in the Institu- 
tion, and be subject to the rules and regulations 
ordained for the proper management of the School. 

Sesstons.—The Collegiate Year is divided into 
two Sessions. The Sessions in 1860 and 1861 will 
commence the first day of November, (Tuesday,) 
and the first day of May, (Tuesday.) 

Rooms AND CLotuingG.—The rooms are furnished 
with all heavy articles, and comfortable bedding; 
but the students must bring their own towels, 
brooms, and basins. Students should be supplied 
with durable clothing, heavy boots and shoes. All 
articles of clothing should be carefully marked 
with the name in full. 

Discirtine.—The discipline is mild, decided, 
and impartial. 

Revigiovs Worsuip.—Each student is required 
to attend religious service every Sabbath, in what- 
ever church he or she may wish, or parents desig- 
nate. The Bible is read every morning in the 
School without sectarian comment. 

Lectures ON AGRICULTURAL CHemIstry—Lec- 
tures will be delivered during each term, on the 
nature, origin, and characteristics of soils and sub- 
soils; also on the application of Chemistry to 
Practical Farming. 

Merit anp Demenit.—A record is kept 6f each 
recitation, which is graded from 1 to 10—10 being 
the highest mark, either for recitation or deport- 
ment. 

Tae Manner or Conpvctine THE RECITATIONS.— 
In all the different branches, whichever one the 
student may be studying, he is required to give a 
clear demonstration of his subject, and assign a 
reason for each step as he progresses. All the 
sciences are taught on the principles of analysis 
and induction, so far as possible. 


faz Send for a Catalogue. 
E. GIFFIN. 


eS GAS, AND STEAM FITTING— 
Gas Fixtures and Shades of every Variety.— 
Galvanized Iron, Copper, Planished, and Lead 
lined Bath-tubs, Water Closets, Wash-basins, But- 
ler Pantry Sinks, Hydrants, Washpans, Iron and 
Copper Boilers, Lift, Force, and Cistern Pumps, 
&c. Furnished-and put in with promptness, neat- 
ness, and durability, and at reasonable rates. All 
work and material warranted b 
GEORGE A. OGELSBY, 
No. 28 South Seventh street, Philadelphia. 
N. B. Country work promptly attended to. 
may 19—6t* 


UILDING COMMITTEES WISHING TO 

combine beauty and durability with econo- 

my, from _an experience of fourteen years in the 

way of Decorating, Ventilation, Lighting, &c., 

would save time and money by sending for one 
of D'Orsay’s Circulars. Sent free by addressing 
J. 8. D’'ORSAY, Church Decorator, 

ap 21—tf No. 556 Broadway, New York. 


AMES R. WEBB, TEA DEALER AND 
FAMILY GROCER, No. 91 South Eighth 
street, below Walnut, Philadelphia, has for sale a 
large and varied assortment of fine Teas, Coffees, 
aa choice Groceries suitable for family use. Or- 


dere by mail promptly attended to, and Goods care- 


fully packed and forwarded. aug 9—tf 


QTATEN ND FANCY DYEING ESTAB- 


LISHMENT.—Offices, 47 North Exghth street, 
Philadelphia, and 5 and 7 John street, New. York. 

The undersigned, Proprietors of this Establish- 

ment, have for many years been prosecuting their 


business at Staten Island. They have spared no 


effort nor expense, especially in the last few years, 
to excel in all the branches of their art, and have 
been successful in attaining @ high degree of im- 
provement, as well in the machinery aud appara- 
tus for dressing different styles of goods, as in 
ractical artistic skill. In Dyeing and Finishing 
erinoes, De Laines, Paramattas, Bareges, Flan. 
nels, &c., in the piece, they have made great im- 
provements, and can produce, in every respect, as 
ood results as the Foreign Establishments. Silk 
Goods of all descriptions, _teonw Ribbons, Shawls, 
Trimmings, Gimps, &c., Dyed in the best manner, 
Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Apparel— Velvet, Silk, 
Merino and other Dresses—Cloaks, Mantillas, 
Crape Shawls, &c., very successfully treated.— 
Faded and Stained Goods restored or re-dyed, 
Silks and Silk Dresses Watered. Lace and Muslin 
Curtains, Rugs and Table Covers, Cleansed and 
Re-finighed; mask and Woven Curtains beau- 
tifully Dyed. Orders executed with care and des- 

patch. Goods received and returned by Ex press. 

BARRETT, NEPHEWS & Co., 
47 North Eighth street, Philadelphia, and 
5 and 7 Juhu street, New York. 
mar 24—13t 


LINDS AND SHADES.—B. J. Wittiams, No. 
16 North Sixth street, Philadelphia, is the 
most extensive Manufacturer of Venitian Blinds 
and Window Shades. The largest and finest assort- 
ment in the City, at the lowest prices. 
Store Shades made and Lettered. Repairing 
promptly attended to. may 5—26t 


INE CLOTHING AT THE MOST REASON. 

ABLE PRICES.—Dress and Frock Coats of 

the finest quality; Business Coats and Riding 

Coats in great variety, cut in all the latest styles; 

Black and fancy Cassimere Pants of the finest and 

choicest Materials; and a splendid Assortment of 

Vests of every variety of material, cut, made, and 

trimmed in the most elegant styles, at 

ROBERT H. ADAMS'S New Store, 

South-east corner of Seventh and Market streets, 
feb 18—ly Philadel phia. 


TRUNKS, TRUNKS, 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 
MASONIC HALL, 

No. 721 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 

The largest stock in Philadelphia, at low prices, 
of Ladies’ Sule Leather, French, and Dress Trunks, 
Reticules, and Travelling Bags; Gents’ Solid Lea- 
ther and Sole Leather Steel Band Trunks, Valises, 
new style Travelling Bags, &c. 

No dealer in Trunks, or traveller in want of 
them, should think of coming to Philadelphia 
without visiting this extensive and superior Es- 
tablishment. MES E. BROWN, 

No. 721 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
mar 31—12m 


ASON & CO., ENGRAVERS, PLATE- 
PRINTERS, AND STATIONERS, No. 907 
Chestnut street, Philadel phia.— Business, Visiting, 
and Wedding Cards engraved and printed in the 
first style. 

Ja Every part of Mason & Co.’s Engraving 
and Printing is done by themselves on the pre- 
mises. Orders from a distance promptly executed. 

EDWARD 


MASON, 
nov 26—6m 


8. H. FULTON. 


HAMBERSBURG FEMALE SEMINARY.— 
An Institution pleasantly located, with ad- 
vantages which have gained for it a large measure 
of popular favour. Boarding, $60 per Session o1 
five months. For English and Ornamental Branch- 
es, see Circular. 

The next Session will open on the 12th of Sep- 
tember. 

References.—Hon. George Chambers, Chambers- 
burg, Pennsylvania; Professors at Princeton, both 
of the a and Theological Seminary; Samuel 
B. Jones, D.D., Bridgeton, New Jersey ; finn, Peter 
D. Vroom, Trenton, New Jersey; James Lesley, 
Esq., Union Bank, Philadelphia. 

Rev. HENRY REEVES, A.M., Principal, 
ap 28—tf 


EST TROY BELL FOUNDRY.— Established 

tn 1826.—The Subscribers manufacture and 

have constantly for sale at their old established 

Foundry their superior Bells for Churches, Aca- 

demies, Factories, Steamboats, Locomotives, Plan- 

tations, &c., mounted in the most approved and 

substantial manner with their new patented yoke 

and other improved mountings, and warranted in 

every particular. For information in regard to 

keys, dimensions, mountings, warrantee, &c., send 
fora Circular. Address 

A. MENEELY’S SONS, 
july 23—1ly* West Troy, New York. 


PALDING’S PREPARED GLUE.—“A Stitch 

_ tn Time Saves Nine.”—Economy! Dispatch! 
Save the Pieces!—As accidents will happen, even 
in well-regulated families, it is very desirable to 
have some cheap and convenient way for repair- 
ing Furniture, Toys, Crockery, &c. 

Spalding’s ~~ Glue meets all such emer- 
gencies, and no household can afford to be with- 
out it. It is always ready and up to the sticking 
point. There is no longer a necessity for limpin 
chairs, splintered veneers, headless dolls, oan 
broken cradles. It is just the article for cone, 
shell, and other ornamental work, so popular with 
ladies of refinement and taste. 

This admirable preparation is used cold, bein 
oe held in solution, and possessing al 
the valuable qualities of the best cabinet-makers’ 
It may be used in the place of ordinary 
esive. “Useful 


glue. 
mucilage, being vastly more 
in every house.’ 

N. B.—A Brush accompanies each Bottle. Price 
25 cents. 

Wholesale Depot, No. 48 Cedar street, New York. 

Address, HENRY C. SPALDING & CO. 

Box No. 3600, New York. 

Put up for Dealers in Cases containing 

Four, Eight, and Twelve Dozen—a beautiful Litho- 
graphic Show-card accompanying each package. 

A single Bottle of Spalding’s Prepared Glue will 
— ten times its cost annually to every house- 

old. 

Sold by all prominent Stationers, Druggists, 
Hardware, and Furniture Dealers, Grocers, and 
Farcy Stores. 

Country Merchants should make a note o1 
SPALDING’S PREPARED GLUE, when making 
up their list. Jt will stand any Climate. 

From the New York Examiner, August 25, 1859. 

Spalding’s Prepared Glue is designed for repair- 
ing furniture in all cases where cabinet:makers’ 
Glue is used. It is excellent for mending books, 
re-fastening the loosened leaves and covers quickly 
and firmly. It is put up in a bottle or glass glue- 
pot, with a brush, and will become indispensable 
to the housekeeper. dee 3i—ly 


RIVATE BOARDING.—Gentlemen and their 
Families, or Single Gentlemen, can be ac- 
commodated with Boarp, with pleasant and hand- 
some Rooms, furnished or unfurnished, at the 
North-west corner of Eighth and Spruce streets, 
Philadelphia. The location, being opposite to the 
Hospital Square, is central and pleasant. Tran- 
sient persons visiting the city, can be accommo- 
dated by the day or week. Terms moderate. 
aug 20—tf M. R. SNODGRASS. 


EDDING AND UPHOLSTERY.—Novatrr, 
Brown & Nosiit—WNo. 218 South Second 
street, Philadelphia. 


Spring Mattresses, Feather Beds, Ticking, 

Hair do. Bolsters and Pillows, Sackiuys, 

Husk do. Damask and Moreen, Comfortablea. 

Straw do. Church Cushions, Counterpains. 

Cotton do. Cushions of all kinds, Sheets. 

Moss do. Pews Upholstered, Villow Cases. 
mar 31—13t Feathers, Oil Cloth. 


‘See BOARDING—Two miles from Ger- 
mantown, on the Philadelphia and German- 
town Passenger Railway route. House new and 
recently furnished. Situation high, healthy, and 
well shaded, in every way, desirable for persons 
wishing comforts for the season. For particulars 
inquire at the office of Messrs. ESLER & SAF- 
FORD, North-east corner of Broad and Filbert 
streets Philadelphia. — may 19—3t 


HE PACIFIC EXPOSITOR.—It is believed 
there is no portion of our whole continent 
where a work of this kind is so much needed as 
in California. In proportion to the number of 
inhabitants, there is here more mind and more 
capability of reading, and more need of reading 
of ey right kind, than in any other part of the 
lobe. 
3 The Pacific itor is to be devoted to the 
exposition of God’s word, and the preaching of the 
ospel according to the standards of our Church. 
We wish to do by the press, for our fellow citizens, 
just what we do for Calvary congregation ever 
Sabbath; that is, to expound, explain, and preac 
to them the word of the Living God. It is 
well known that a large number of the half mil- 
lion of souls that are on this coast do not at- 
tend any church or meeting-house; many thou- 
sands of them never hear a sermon preached 
from year to year. We would furnish them with 
such reading as would remind them of their early 
training—the home of their youth—and cause 
them to seek and serve the God of their fathers 
with a perfect heart and a willing mind. We ho 
to embody in our pages sterling truths; truths 
calculated to enlighten the mind, elevate the 
heart, and purify the affections; truths drawn 
chiefly from the word of God, and presented in a 
plain, clear, and forcible style, that they may be 
suitable for all classes, and be read by all the 
members of a family. We hope to make the Ex- 
positor a missionary that may preach Jesus even 
where the colporteur and the evangelist do not go. 

The editor and publisher desire only such aid 
from their fellow citizens as will meet the ex- 
penses of publication. Not one dollar of the 
subscriptions will be appropriated to the editor’s 
private use. All that is subscribed beyond the 
actual cost, will be spent in extending the circula- 
tion of the work among our miners, cattle-drivers 
armers, sailors, and travellers. The Exposito,r 
is issued every month, at three dollars per an- 
num, in advance. It makes an octavo volume 
of over 600 pages. It is neatly printed, and on 

ood paper. The postage, prepaid, to any part of 
North merica is only one cent per copy. Gold 
dollars, or three dollar pieces, or drafts on San 
Francisco Express Companies can be sent at our 
risk by mail. ore 
To my friends and the Christians of “the 
blessed 6ld States,” let me say that, though Cali- 
fornia is making them rich, we are poor, and in 
building up Christian institutions, we need not 
only your prayers and sympathy, but we need 
your contributions. As a missionary agency, it is 
difficult to see how any one can do as much by 
three dollars in any other way, as by subscrib- 
ing for this work. By means of the post office 
ou can send it to preach to thousands that have 
et taught to read, but do not attend church, 
and, indeed, have none to go to. 

Ministers, ruling elders, church officers, 
and others, who are friendly to this work, are in- 
vited to act as agents in procuring subscriptions. 
A liberal commission will be allowed. 

Life is short. The night cometh soon when no 
man can work. Let us work while the day lasts. 
Will you help? W. A. SCOTT, 

jan 28—6m* San Francisco, California. 


June 2, 1860. 


ED SULPHUR SPRINGS.—Monroe coun 


—The Proprietors of this Old 

Colebrated Watering place respectfully inform the 
public that their place will be open for the recep- 
tion of visitors on the first day of May. We wuat 
confine ourselves to a mere enumeration of the 
diseases for the cure of which this Water is cele- 
brated, referring the reader to a pamphlet juat 
published by William Burke, M.D., which will be 
sent free of charge by the Proprietors on applica- 
tion. 

The diseases for relief of which this Water is 
most remarkable are Chrome Phthisis, Laryngitis, 
Bronchitis, Funetional Disease of the Heart, Hy- 
pertrophy of the Heart. Mucous Diarrhea, Irrita- 
bility of the Nerves, producing sleeplesaness, Irri- 
tation of the Kidneys and Bladder, Lithbie Aeid 
Gravel, Chronic Afftections of the Liver, Ame- 
norrhea, Dysmenorrhea, Menorrhagia, Chronic 
Splenites, Chronic Gastritis, Hvemorrhoids, Scro- 
fula, Chronie Eruptions of the Skin. 

The Depot for this place is on the Virginia and 
Tennessee Railroad, Newbern (now Dublin) whence, 
before the Ist of July, passengers will be conveyed 
tri- weekly, by daylight, a distance of thirty-eight 
miles, over a fine road, and through most pie- 
turesque and beautiful scenery. From the Ist of 
July to the Ist of October there will be a daily line, 
and after the Ist of October again a tri-weekly 
while any visitors remain. 

This is the shortest, most direct, and best route 
to the White Sulphur, whither the stages will pro- 
ceed via Salt Sulphur, making their night stand 
at Red Sulphur. . 

There will be constant and regular communica- 
tion by stages with White and Salt Sulphur, and 
the Sweet and Red Sweet Springs. Daily mails 
arrive from North and South. 

may 19—Il1t T. S. CAMPBELL & CO. 


KINGSFORD & SON'S OSWEGO STARCH. 

e —The attention of families is respectfully 
culled to this celebrated Starch, which for quality, 
beauty, and general excellence, is not only un- 
rivalled, but unequalled in this country or in Eu- 


rope. 

it ts uniformly perfect in all respects. It is the 
same in all climates, never sours in hot or cold 
weather, and requires less Starch in using than 
other make. 

hose who have used it for many years past 
require no information as to its value. To others 
who have never had it, we would say, one trial 
will establish its superiority. It is for sale by 
Grocers generally. particular to ask for 
KINGSFORD'S STARCH, 

and see that you get it. Inferior qualities are so 
extensively sold in some stores that in many in- 
stances families are not aware any better Starch 
can be obtained. ALLEN & NEEDLES, 

Wholesale Agents for the Oswego Starch Factory, 
42 South Wharves, and 41 South Water street, 

ap 7—26t Philadelphia. 


ASTORS AND TRUSTEES BUILDING OR 
Repairing their Churches, can obtain much 
valuable information by sending for one of D'Or- 
say’s Circulars on Church Decoration, Ventilation, 
Lighting, &c. Sent free by addressing 
J. 8. D'ORSAY, Chureh Decorator, 
ap 21—tf No. 556 Broadway, New York. 


Kk EYSTONE COAL OIL.—A very superior ar- 
ticle of Coal Oil for burning in lamps, and 
for lubricating machinery, equal to any made in 
this country, is being constantly refined by 
Joan K. 
which he offers for sale at the lowest market price 


at his 

Keystone Coal Oil Works, 
No. 43 Haydock s'reet, east of 1017 North Front 
street, Philadelphia. Also Paraffine, Benzine, 
Naptha, and Cart Grease. jan 7—12m 


ASTORS ABOUT BUILDING OR REPAIR- 

ing their Churches, would do well to send for 

one of D’Orsay’s Circulars on Church Decoration, 

Ventilation, Lighting. &c. Sent free by address- 

ing J. STANLY D'ORSAY, Church Decorator, 
ap 21—tf No. 556 Broadway, New York. 


RUSSES! BRACES! SUPPORTERS!—C. II. 
Netvuies, South-west corner of Twelfth and 
Race streets, Philadelphia, Practical Adjuster of 
Rupture Trusses and Mechanical Remedies. 
ies’ Department attended by competent La- 
dies. Entrance on Twelfth street, No. 152. 

Light French and best varieties of American, 
including White’s Incomparable Patent Lever 
Truss, English and American Supporters and 
Belts, Shoulder Braces, Elastic Stockings, Suspen- 
sories, Syringes, &c., all in great variety. 

Correct adjustment ap 7—13t 


OWELTON INSTITUTE—Corner of Thirty- 
second and Race streets, West Philade/phia.— 
Boarding School for Boys under twelve years of 
age atthe time of entrance. The Thirteenth Term 
commenced on May Ist. For particulars, apply 

to JAMES CROWELL and } nal 
J. W. PINKERTON, A.M., } et 

may 12—6t 


IPE INSURANCE AND TRUST COMPANY. 

Penn Mutua Lire Insurance Com- 

PANY, North-east corner of Third and Dock streets, 
Philadelphia. Assets, $937,691.52. 

Insures lives for the whole term of life, grants 
annuities and endowments, purchases life inter- 
ests in real estate, and makes all contracts depend- 
ing on the contingencies of life. 

They act as Executors, Administrators, Assignees, 
Trustees, and Guardians. 

TRUSTEES. 

Daniel L. Miller, William Martin, 

Benjamin Coates, James B. McFarland, 

Richard 8. Newbold, | Joseph H. Trotter, 

William P. Hacker, James Euston, 

William H. Kern, Theophilus Paulding, 

Samuel C. Huey, Edmund A. Souder, 

Charles Hallowell, Daniel L. Hutchinson, 

Henry C. Townsend, | John W. Hornor, 

Rodolphus Kent, Elias 8. Archer, 

P. V. Dufion, Samuel J. Christian, 

William Robertson, Joseph M. Thomas, 

Warner M. Rasin, John G. Brenner, 

Samuel 8. Stokes, P. 8. Michler, Easton. 

DANIAL L. MILLER, President. 
SAMUEL E. STOKES, Vice-President. 
JOHN W. HORNOR, Secretary. sep 3—ly 


o} “Whe 8. EARLE & SON—Importers and 


Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Lookin 
Glasses, Picture Frames, Engravings, and Oi 
Paintings. EARLE’S GALLERIES, 
No. 816 Chestnut street, Philadel phia. 
mar 31—tf 


ESTERN RELIGIOUS BOOK STORE.— 
To the Large and Choice Assortment of 
Books in the Depositories of the American Sunday- 
School Union and American Tract Society, (united 
under the care of the Subscriber,) the undersigned 
has added a general stock of Theological and other 
Religious Books, and sold at Publishers’ prices. 
The new publications received soon as issued. 
Catalogues gratis. Any publication will be pro- 

cured to fill orders. J. W. McINTYRE, 
No. 9 South Fifth street, St. Louis, Missouri. 

may 5—5t 


MALGAM BELLS—For Churches, Acade- 
mies, School-llouses, Cemeteries, Nurseries, 
Factories, Fire Engine Houses, Farms, Brick- 
yards, Railroad Stations, Ferries, Steamboats, 
costing only one-third as much as usually charged 
for other metals, with tone, penne and other 
qualities equal. 50 to 200 pound Bells, $6 to $25 
each; 300 to 1200 pounds, not exceeding 12)4 
cents per pound; 1700 pound Bell and hangings, 
$175. All sizes warranted twelve months, and ce- 
livered to transportation company on receipt of 
price. Send for a Circular. 
M. C. CHADWICK & CO., 
No. 17. Spruce street, New York. 
Je Also, People’s Farm Mill, complete, $40. 
may 26—3m 


APER.—E. C. & P. H. Warren, Manufacture 

to order Plate, Lithograph, Map, Book, and 

News Papers of any size or thickness required, 

and at prices from 10 to 20 cents per pound, ac- 
cording to quality. 

All orders addressed to us, Philadelphia Post 

Office, will receive prompt attention. jan 7—tf 


STABLISHED IN 1780—BAKER’'S PRE- 
MIUM CHOCOLATE.—W. Baxer & Co.'s 
Afherican, French, Homeopathic, and Vanilln 
Premium Chocolate, Prepared Cocoa, Broma, Co- 
coa Paste, Cocoa Sticks, Soluble Homeopathic and 
Dietetic Cocoa, Cocoa Shells and Cracked Cocoa, 
Celebrated as nutritive, salutary, and delicious bever- 
ages, for more than three-fourths of a century, are 
manufactured from Cocoa of the finest quality, and 
warranted superior to any other Cocoa Prepara- 
tions made in the United States. As nourishment 
for children, invalids, and persons in health, and 
as substitutes for Tea and Coffee in Nervous and 
Dyspeptic cases, they are invaluable, and are re- 
commended by the most eminent physicians. 

For sale by their Agents, D. C. Murray, New 
York; William 8. Grant, Philadelphia; T. V. 
Brundige, Baltimore; Kennett, Dudley & Co., 
Cincinnati; and by Grocers generally. 

WALTER BAKER & CO., 

Dorchester, Massachusetts. 


jan 21—6mo 


IS PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT 


No. 606 Chestnut Street, above Sixth, PI ila- 
_— and No. 630 Broadway, New York, 


y 
WILLIAM 8S. MARTIEN & CO. 
TERMS. 

Two Dollars and Fifty Cents per annum, if paid 
in advance, or Three Dollars, payable in six mouths, 
A liberal discount to Agents who may become re- 
sponsible, 

To Clergymen Two Dollarsa year when paid 
strictly in advance. 

No subscription received for a less term than one 
year. All subscribers who do not give express 
notice to the contrary, will be considered as wish. 
ing to continue their subscription, and their paper 
will be sent to them accordingly. No paper dis- 
continued until all arrearages are paid, except at 
the discretion of the Proprietors. 

Rates of Advertising.—For 15 lines, first inser- 
tion, one dollar; each repetition of do. 75 cents, 
For 8 lines or less, first insertion, 75 cents; each 
repetition of do. 50 cents. Payments for advertise- 
ments to be made in advance. 


TERMS TO CLUBS. 


Five copies to one address, for one year, $10.00 
Ten copies to one address, for one year, $20.00 
With an additional copy to the person 
who may act as agent. 
Sixteen copies to one address, for one year, $30.00 
With an additional copy to the agent. 
Twenty-five copies to one address, for ore 
‘ $45.00 


year . 
With an additional copy to the agent. 
i” The money must always be sent in advance 


cured, if possible. Address, always post-paid, 
WILLIAM S. MARTIEN & CO. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


When the amonnt is large, a draft should be pro. - 


No Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
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